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Holiday Party Committee

The stockings are hung, 
the gifts are wrapped, 

Batman is booked and 
Santa has it marked on his 

calendar to visit Drumlins for 
the annual Christmas Party 

hosted by The Rotary Club of Syra-
cuse. For the last several years, the Syra-

cuse City School District has sent groups of 
special needs children from as many as five schools to 

meet Santa Claus and have lunch with Rotarians, a tradi-
tion that began in 1918. As in years past, each child will have 
the chance to meet Santa, receive their own wrapped Christ-
mas present and have lunch with Rotarians, a ballon-man and 
the caped-crusader. 
Along with an apprentice, new Syracuse Rotarian Kim Dwyer, 
who joined the Club in 2015, Mary Lou Thompson has taken 
charge of the tasks involved in making the event a memorable 
one for the kids, as well as everyone else involved. Each gift 
will be wrapped and tagged with a child’s name that Santa 
will call forward to receive their present. Something making 
this event extra special to the children who attend is the gift 
each child opens at their table - a toy they actually asked for 
prior to the party.

Mary Lou 
and Kim 
spend the 
weeks leading 
up to the party 
coordinating with 
the kid's teachers to en-
sure the wish lists are accu-
rate and the toys requested 
are available. In many cases, 
circumstances at home are the 
cause for the kids in these groups to 
have behavioral and developmental is-
sues. Mary Lou states, “Rarely do these 
children have an opportunity to talk, one-on-one, 
with a grown up who plays a positive role in their lives. It is 
rewarding to watch them open up and begin a conversation 
with an adult”.
Jim Morrow said, "Once you put the red suit on, you have the 
rare perspective of seeing a child react to the idea of Santa 
Claus and smiling from ear to ear. What a joy."
Santa's helper, Elf Tom O'Shea, who joined Syracuse Rotary 
in 1985, will also make the trip from the North Pole with 
Santa, again this year, to move things along from the mic as 
Master of Ceremonies.   And, by the way, if you are a Syracuse 
Rotarian, your attendance at this party is mandatory!  z

DECEMBER 2
12:00 pm 

RCS Annual Holiday Party 
PP Vernon Lee Presiding 

Santa's Helper Tom O'Shea, MC

Dozens of kids from the 
Syracuse City Schools

Santa and his reindeer, Batman, 
Balloon Man, and the Snow Princess

DECEMBER 9
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

Presiding PP to be announced

Program: 
Stephanie Montaro & Jeff Parker: 

Ombudsmen

DECEMBER 16
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

Presiding PP to be announced

Program: 
Food Bank of CNY

This Week: Our Christmas Party!
Santa and his Helper  at Drumlins Friday
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Birthday: December 6
Joined: July 2012

FRIDAY  |  DECEMBER 9
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
DECEMBER MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

38 The number of cards 
left in the Queen of 
Hearts drawing as of 
December 2.

FRIDAY  |  DECEMBER 16
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
F O U N D A T I O N  T R U S T E E
DECEMBER MEETING  |  11AM  |  DRUMLINS

As to not promote gambling to children, there will be not 
be a Queen of Hearts drawing this week.

7150 Foundation Centennial Gala
and Polio Plus Gala ~ January 28 in New Hartford

Rotary District 7150  |  Lizzy  Flinn-Brown

Yahnundasis Golf Club 
8639 Seneca Turnpike, New Hartford

5pm Cocktails | 6pm Dinner | 7pm Program & Awards

Speaker Dessa Bergan-Cico, 
Peace Scholar from District 7150

$40/person plus cash bar open all evening

Arch C. Klumph joined the Rotary Club of Cleveland, Ohio, 
USA, in 1911 and was the 1916-17 Rotary president. Ad-

dressing the 1917 convention in Atlanta, Georgia, he eloquently promoted the idea 
of "endowments for the purpose of doing good in the world." Arch Klumph’s idea 
planted the seed of The Rotary Foundation. Thanks to his vision and staunch advo-
cacy, and the extraordinary generosity of Rotary members worldwide, that fund has 
become one of the world’s leading humanitarian foundations.
WHAT IS THE ARCH KLUMPH SOCIETY?
Named after the sixth president of Rotary, the Arch Klumph Society was estab-
lished to acknowledge and recognize The Rotary Foundation's highest tier of donors 
— those who have contributed $250,000 or more during their lifetime.
Membership in the Arch Klumph Society is lifelong. Along with recognition pins 
and pendants, members receive several other benefits commensurate with their gen-
erosity. Each member has the opportunity to have his or her portrait placed in the 
Arch Klumph Society Gallery, located on the 17th floor of Rotary Internation-
al World Headquarters in Evanston, Illinois, USA. Portraits are etched on glass 
plaques, which are back-lit to create a stunning display of our Foundation's most 
valued supporters.
INDUCTION
Society members can choose to be inducted in one of several ways: at a special two-
day ceremony at Rotary International World Headquarters, with other inductees; 
at a ceremony planned with local Rotary leaders during a Rotary institute; or at a 
special dinner during the Rotary International Convention.

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

Rotary Foundation 
Named World’s 

Outstanding 
Foundation For 2016

www.rotary.org

The Rotary Foundation, the char-
itable arm of Rotary – a global 
network of volunteers committed 
to improving lives and commu-
nities around the world, has been 
named the 2016 Outstanding 
Foundation by the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals (AFP).
From its first contribution of 
$26.50 almost a century ago, The 
Rotary Foundation's assets have 
grown to approximately $1 bil-
lion, and more than $3 billion 
have been spent on projects that 
promote peace, fight disease, pro-
vide clean water, support educa-
tion, save mothers and children, 
and grow local economies.
Rotary launched its PolioPlus 
program in 1985, and in 1988 
became a leading partner in the 
Global Polio Eradication Initia-
tive, contributing more than $1.6 
billion to the cause.
To mark the Foundation's cen-
tennial year, Rotary members 
aim to raise $300 million by July 
2017. The Rotary Foundation will 
receive its award at AFP's 2017 
International Fundraising Con-
ference in San Francisco.  z


