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This Week: The Spirit of American Women
YWCA's Communications Director: Joelle Harleston

Program Committee

The YWCA Syracuse & Onondaga 
County is a nonprofit membership or-
ganization founded in 1885 as a mem-
ber of the national YWCA, an autono-
mous women’s movement. The YWCA 
is dedicated to eliminating racism, em-
powering women, 
and promoting 
peace, justice, 
freedom and dig-
nity for all.
Across the globe, 
the YWCA has 
more than 25 
million members in 106 countries, in-
cluding 2.6 million members and par-
ticipants in 300 local associations in the 
United States.
More important than the numbers, is 
their mission to eliminate racism and 
empower women. They provide safe 
places for women and girls, build strong 

women leaders, and advocate for wom-
en's rights and civil rights in Congress.
Women come to them in times of cri-
sis, as survivors of rape or domestic vi-
olence. They come for job training and 
career counseling. They come for child-
care. They come for health and fitness. 

They come for a 
variety of reasons.  
And they leave 
with a renewed 
spirit, new skills, 
and stronger lives.
Spirit of Amer-
ican Women is 

a yearly special event that supports 
the women, girls and families served 
through YWCA programs such as 
Girls Incorporated, the Women’s Res-
idence, and Out of School Time pro-
grams. These programs enrich the lives 
of women and girls in the community. 
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A Look Ahead

see YWCA's page 2

OCTOBER 28
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
PP H. Thomas Platt Presiding

Program 
The YWCA - Joelle Harleston

NOVEMBER 4
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
PP Gary Wilson Presiding

Program 
TBA

NOVEMBER 11
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP Gary Wilson Presiding

Program 
Syracuse Police Chief: 

Frank Fowler

NOVEMBER 18
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP Vernon Lee Presiding

Program 
Griffin's Guardians

***NOTICE*** 
SYRACUSE ROTARY WILL MEET 
IN THE UPSTAIRS UNIVERSITY ROOM 

The Tale of Two Y's: Does a name change equal confusion?
www.ywca.org

The recent announcement that YMCA 
(Young Men’s Christian Association) 
now will be known as ‘the Y’ raises the 
question of confusion about the public 
identity of YWCA (Young Women’s 
Christian Association), also known as 
‘the Y.’
By way of background, YMCA and 
YWCA are separately incorporated 

and each established in the United 
States more than 150 years ago. With 
their differences and similarities, the 
public has been confused about YMCA 
– YWCA for generations.
Despite having similar acronyms 
(YMCA and YWCA), sharing the 
same abbreviated nickname (the Y), 
and the fact that some local YWCAs 
and YMCAs merged, these two dis-

see YWCA's page 3
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Spirit of American Women is 
also a fundraiser that celebrates 
the power of individual philan-
thropy. Guests hear from wom-
en who have changed their lives 
with support from YWCA Syr-
acuse & Onondaga County and 
discover how their gift benefits 
women and girls in our commu-
nity.
This year, the YWCA will rec-

ognize three amazing women from the community for 
their support to the YWCA's mission! Liz Liddy, scholar 
and STEM advocate, Tatiana Williams, who has earned 
the Princeton Prize in Race Relations from Princeton 
University, and Rosemarie Agonito who has been a long-
time supporter of the YWCA. 
"Kimberly Boynton, President and CEO of Crouse 
Health, definitely embodies the essence of the Spirit of 
the American Women and what the YWCA of Syracuse 
& Onondaga County celebrates at this event, and we are 
honored to have her as this years' Keynote Speaker," says 
Fanny Villareal, Executive Director.
Speaking to Syracuse Rotary on Friday is Joelle Harles-
ton, Director of Development and Communications. Jo-
elle joined the YWCA in August and will discuss the an-
nual Spririt of American Women special event which is 
scheduled for November 3 at the Genesee Grande Hotel 
in Syracuse.  z

Club Contest: Spot the differences in the pictures
Do you remember in the days of your youth when you compared two images and cir-
cled the differences? Relive those days and attempt to identify at least five differences in 
the two pictures below. The first three correct entries receive a coupon for a $15-Rotary 
lunch at Pascals-Drumlins. Entries must me made in person at the Club's reception 
table on Friday, October 28, 2016 between 11:50am and 12noon. Good luck!

Joelle Harleston

***NOTICE*** 
WE MEET THIS FRIDAY 
IN THE UPSTAIRS UNIVERSITY ROOM 

YWCA's S.A.W. event: November 3        from page 1 16-17 P&C Grants Approved
20 Organizations to be Funded in 2016-17

James Morrow  |  P&C Chair

Among other items on the agenda for The Syracuse Rota-
ry Foundation Trustee's October meeting was a report from 
P&C. As chair of the P&C Committee and trustee of The 
Foundation, it is my responsibility to formally request fund-
ing from The Foundation for P&C’s recommended grants. 
After a 30-minute formal presentation, I asked SRF Pres-
ident Volker Weiss and his trustees to make available and 
approve grants for the twenty organizations our nine-mem-
ber committee evaluated and endorsed for RY2016-17. A 
motion to approve the request was seconded and approved 
by the trustees with only one abstaining and the remaining 
trustees voting yes. Congratulations P&C!
Next up on the list of tasks for the P&C Committee: pitch-
ing to the Club for the annual P&C Campaign. In keeping 
with the gold-standard set by past-chairs of P&C,  I have 
proposed employing the $10,000/100% approach. Sim-
ply, this means to reach a fund-raising goal for 2016-17 of 
$10,000 from 100% of our Rotary Club of Syracuse mem-
bers. To kick-off this year's P&C campaign, I have asked 
members of the committee to choose two or three organi-
zations and speak about them for five minutes at upcoming 
meetings. 
As a Syracuse Rotarian, it is important to consider your con-
tribution to P&C and remember the importance of sustain-
ing The Syracuse Rotary Foundation.  z 
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tinct organizations have different ori-
gins and missions.
Since its inception, the YWCA core fo-
cus is the empowerment of women and 
girls, as well as, racial justice. YWCA 
was first established in the United 
States in 1858 and spread quickly across 
the country. Initially, YWCA helped 
women from rural areas navigate city 
life and take jobs during the industrial 
revolution. While its origins are in the 
Christian tradition, the organization is 
open to individuals of all backgrounds, 
and offers programs and services that 
include men and boys. 
YWCA was the first women’s organi-
zation in the U.S. It has been part of 
and survived every wave of the women’s 
rights movement from the late 19th 
century until today.  YWCA is one of 
the largest providers of housing and 
services for domestic violence survi-
vors, child care and youth programs, job 
training and employment services, fi-
nancial literacy and economic self-suf-
ficiency programs, basic education and 
tutoring, low income and transitional 
housing, health, fitness and aquatics 
programs, and more. 
In addition to its work to empower 
women and girls, YWCA is less known 

for its racial justice efforts. Formed 
five years before the abolition of slav-
ery, YWCA has been engaged in every 
phase of the Civil Rights Movement. 
It was one of the earliest social justice 
organizations that staunchly promoted 
anti-lynching efforts, racial integra-
tion, voting rights, and more recently, 
affirmative action, opposition to hate 
crimes andracial profiling, and compre-
hensive immigration reform.
Unlike YWCA, the YMCA’s core fo-
cus is on youth development, health 
and fitness, and social responsibility. 
YMCA is not as strongly connected to 
the civil rights and women’s issues as 
the YWCA.
Before publicly announcing the re-
branding, YMCA of the USA’s CEO, 
Neil Nicoll, shared with YWCA USA 
CEO, Dr. Lorraine Cole, that the rea-
son for the identity change was to cre-
ate greater brand uniformity among 
its local affiliates. Also, according to 
YMCA research, the change embraced 
the name already used by the majority 
of the general public.
However, when YWCA rebranded 
itself a few years ago, its research led 
to a different conclusion. YWCA’s re-
search indicated that the organization 

needed to promote its mission. To this 
end, the YWCA logo was changed to 
contain the key words of its mission: 
eliminating racism, empowering wom-
en. These words appear as part of the 
YWCA logo in orange to stress their 
importance.
According to the Cone Nonprofit Pow-
er Brand 100, YMCA is the undisputed 
leader in brand recognition among 
nonprofit organizations and is number 
1 on the Cone list.  This is largely due 
to the strong presence and impact of 
YMCA facilities and resources in com-
munities worldwide, but also connected 
to the 1978 song by the Village People 
which has remained part of pop culture 
over the past three decades.
“Even with the YMCA rebranding, the 
public will continue to refer to YWCA 
as “the Y.” But YWCA should be not-
ed for more than 150 years of advoca-
cy and service as ‘The Y for Women’,” 
said Dr. Cole.  She jokingly added, “If 
only there were Village Women to pen 
a catchy tune for our name.”
One interesting note is that trademark 
restrictions prohibit any letter of the al-
phabet from being trademarked, so nei-
ther the YMCA nor the YWCA could 
legally claim ownership of the letter ‘Y’.  
z
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The 'Y' for Women promotes its mission                                     from page 1

Presiding Past Presidents 2016-17
Acting-Presidents' Schedule: Next Six Meetings

Jim Gladziszewski  |  Robert Sherburne 

• PP H. Thomas "Tom" Platt (1984-85) . . . . . . . . . . October 28
• PP Gary Wilson (2012-13) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 4
• PP Gary Wilson (2012-13) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .November 11
• PP Vernon Lee (2011-2012)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .November 18
• PP Vernon Lee (2011-2012)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . December 2
• PP Peter Seiffert (2009-10)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . December 9

See Jim Gladziszewski to schedule your time at the lecturn.

FRIDAY | NOVEMBER 11
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE WELCOMES 
POLICE CHEIF FRANK FOWLER
12noon | ONONDAGA ROOM | DRUMLINS

Dennis Ogbe, Paralympian and polio survivor, tells his personal 
story of the disease at Rotary’s World Polio Day event on 24 October 
2016 at the headquarters of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention in Atlanta, Georgia, USA.

Looking Ahead to Ending Polio for Good

https://www.rotary.org/en/news-media/rotarys-world-polio-day-event-looks-ahead-ending-disease-good
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www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor Syracuse Rotary Press
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