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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A Recap of 9/23
An anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, September 23 ~ We squeezed 
into Members Lounge last week, where 
PP Vern Lee gave us a bit of a health 
scare as he was about to preside. But 
the good news is all tests came back 
with flying colors, and Vern is fine, hav-
ing been “treated” to an overnight at St. 
Joes—the hospital that Marylin Galimi 
built….. Accordingly, our meeting was 
somewhat abbreviated as we tended to 

Vern’s needs. Nonetheless, Prez Bob 
dutifully took a few minutes toward 
the end of our allotted time to invoke a 
Club Assembly, as planned.  Good dis-
cussion was had and good suggestions 
were made, whereupon it was agreed 
to re-schedule another Club Assembly 
at a later date to attend to some more 
housecleaning and other Club business. 
Stay tuned, and plan to be on hand as 
PP Denny takes his turn at the helm 
this week.  z

This Week: The Statue of St. Lawrence
A Riverside Monument to the Clergyman Roasted Over 1,700 Years Ago
Program Committee

On August 10, 258AD, the Spanish -
born archdeacon of Rome was roasted 
to death on a gridiron under the orders 
of the Christian- hating Emperor Va-
lerian. On August 10, 1535, the anni-
versary of the martyr's death, French 
explorer Jacques Cartier spent a night 
on some unknown body of water in the 
New World. 
It being the feast day of the roasted 
clergyman, Cartier decided to name 
the body of water after that very man, 
who had since become the patron 
saint of librarians, cooks and butch-
ers, among others. The name stuck and 
to this day, we refer to the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence as the St. Lawrence River.
Had Cartier arrived a day sooner, 
Quebec City and Montreal would be 
located on the St. Oswald River. A day 
later, Canadians and Americans would 
share a border on the St. Clare Seaway. 
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A Look Ahead

see RIVER page 2

SEPTEMBER 30
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
PP John Lewien Presiding

Program 
A Statue of St. Lawrence 

by Dan Morrow

OCTOBER 7
11:00 am 

RSC Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP H. Thomas Platt Presiding

Program 
TBD

OCTOBER 14
11:00 am 

RSC Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP Bradley Strait Presiding

Program 
TBD

OCTOBER 21
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
PP Dennis Baldwin Presiding

Program 
TBD

The Statue of St. Lawrence on his River, east of 
the Canadian Thousand Islands Bridge

>>WANTED<<
MEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE 

ON THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE
CALL OR EMAIL ALLEN KOSOFF 
315.472.3711  |  akosoff@verizon.net
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Few boaters plying the St. Lawrence Riv-
er likely have a clue who St. Lawrence was. 
Monuments to him, if they exist at all along 
the river, are as rare as hen's teeth.
A businessman named named Hal McCarney, 
a sailor from the city of Gananoque, Ontar-
io, on the banks of The River, decided to do 
something about that. In 2005, as a result of 
efforts by Mr. McCarney and his pals at the 
tourism-promoting, bi-national Thousand Is-
land Admirals, of which Syracuse Rotarian is a 
member, funds were raised to erect a riverside 
statue of St. Lawrence. 
The approximately five-metre-high (14-foot) statue was 
carved by sculptor James Smith of Belleville, ON,  from 
Indiana limestone. The nine-tonne statue was unveiled on 
August 15, 2006 in Gananoque during the annual Festival 
of the Islands. After the festival, the statue was moved to a 
permanent location in an area known as the Pallisades, a cliff 
overlooking the river on the Canadian side, one mile east of 
the Canadian Span of The Thousand Islands Bridge.
The statue is now visible only to boaters traveling on the Ca-
nadian channel of The River, over 100 feet below the monu-
ment. Sculptor Smith said he wanted to ensure St. Lawrence 
looked "stoic, spiritual and strong." Part of his inspiration 
came from a fresco by Renaissance painter Fra Angelico de-
picting the trial of St. Lawrence. 
Mr. Smith's statue shows St. Lawrence, as he is often depicted, 
holding a gridiron, the instrument of his death. The saint is also 
holding a book, to emphasize his role as a librarian, and stand-
ing on a two bags of coins, to represent his role as keeper of the  
church's wealth. 
It was that latter role that made Lawrence particularly inter-
esting to Emperor Valerian. Back in 258 AD, the emperor 
was on an anti-Christian campaign. He killed Pope Sixtus 
II and six deacons. Two days later, Lawrence was ordered 

to appear within a few days before the emperor and reveal 
the location of all the riches of the Christian church in  
Rome.
Lawrence kept the date. But instead of bags of gold, he 
brought with him poor, orphaned and disabled Christians. 
"These are the treasures of the church," Lawrence is sup-
posed to have said. 
The emperor was not impressed. Reports vary, but the pre-
vailing story is that Lawrence was ordered to be strapped 
to a red-hot grill and roasted to death on the site of what  
became the Basilica di San Lorenzo in Rome. (Other reports 
say Lawrence was beheaded but the death-by-barbecue story 
is the one that has stuck.) 
Lawrence, the popular legend goes, welcomed martyr-
dom, being eager to join in heaven the other church lead-
ers killed a few days previously. Accordingly, Lawrence was 
rather jolly while sizzling on the grill and is alleged to have  
shouted at one point: "Turn me over. I am done on this side."
Rotarian Dan Morrow, a River-Rat and summer resident of 
The Thosand Islands, was instrumental in the planning and 
execution of the monumet(al) project. Dan will present to 
our Club on Friday his experience while undertaking this 
project.  z

River Sentinel St. Lawrence  from page 1

A plaque identifies the monument and the people who made it possible.

The Rotary Club of Syracuse to Induct Three New Members
Membership Committee

Any one of the over 34,000 Rotary 
Clubs have membership growth on 
their list as a priority. Inviting new 
members is the only way a Club can 
remain vibrant and sustain themselves 
for the next generation. Not too long 
ago Syracuse Rotary had a membership 

roster with numbers well into the hun-
dreds. Today, even though we recent-
ly dipped below 50 active members, 
RCS is once again growing by picking 
up an average of 8 new members per 
year since RY2013-14. Not too shabby 
and thanks to an ambitious Member-
ship Committee. This Friday, Syracuse 

Rotary will induct three individuals as 
members: Denise Jochem-Robertson 
of InterFaith Works, Brother Joseph 
Jozwiak of CBA, and Dr. Dayaprasad 
Kulkarni of the Global Health Volun-
teer Alliance.
Welcome to the Club, Denise, Brother 
Joe, and Dr. Daya.  z
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Police Conduct & Racial Tension Conversations Continue
Syracuse Common Council approves $30,000 grant to continue the events

Scott Willis & Sara Minkewicz | WAER

Syracuse police will be able to contin-
ue a series of events to ease tensions 
over police-community relations seen 
in uprisings across the nation. The 
department has teamed up with In-
terFaith Works of CNY for conversa-
tions in each area of the city. President 
Beth Broadway says the Syracuse Po-
lice force demographically is mainly 
white… so policing in communities of 
color is critically important.
“That officers look at themselves, look 
at how they were raised, and that com-
munity members look at their attitudes 
toward police. So this is a mutual-
ly beneficial conversation that breaks 
down a long-term historical tension 
between communities of color and the 
police department.”
Broadway cites a 30 to 40-percent 
change in how the community and the 
police department view each other after 
the meetings. Director of the El-Hin-
di Center for Dialogue Peter Willner 
wants all voices at the table.

“The robustness of the conversation de-
pends quite a bit on the diversity of the 
group.  And so a lot of the work we do 
is make sure each group is diverse, geo-
graphically, ethnically, racially, gender.”
And Syracuse has a particular interest 
to engage refugees in the area.  Bra-
odway says tensions might come from 
experiences they had with police in 
their home countries – which might 
even be why they fled.
“They (police) have been the perpetra-
tors of violence; they have worked on 

behalf of states that 
have ejected them 
(refugees) or been part 
of a civil war and so 
the trust level between 
the refugees and the 
police is often very, 
very low.  So it’s very 
important that we 
build that trusting re-
lationship and not cre-
ate additional problem 
generationally going 
forward.” 

The Syracuse Common Council ap-
proved a 30-thousand dollar grant to 
continue the events.  Councilor Khalid 
Bey knows the conversations are not a 
solution to all police conduct issues.
“We’re not impractical.  We don’t ex-
pect any kind of super change over-
night.  But I think the potential for 
change here exists.” 
InterFaith Works is enrolling people 
for the discussions. Information is at 
the group’s website or at 449-3552.   z
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FRIDAY | OCTOBER 14
THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE 
P & C  C O M M I T T E E
2016-17 GRANT EVALUATION MEETING 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING CLUB MEETING

Presiding Past Presidents 2016-17
Acting-Presidents' Schedule: Next Seven Meetings

Jim Gladziszewski  |  Robert Sherburne 

• PP John Lewien (1998-99)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . September 30
• PP H . Thomas "Tom" Platt (1984-85)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 7
• PP Bradley "Brad" Strait (1994-95)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October14
• PP Dennis "Denny" Baldwin (1977-78)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 21
• PP Dennis "Denny" Baldwin (1977-78)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . October 28
• PP Gary Wilson (2012-13)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . November 4
• PP Gary Wilson (2012-13)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .November 11

See Jim Gladziszewski to schedule your time at the lecturn.
subject to change

credit: SYRACUSEPOLICE.ORG

The 1967-68 Rotary Press Committee
Jim Morrow, Editor

In 1967, The Syracuse Rotary Press was published week-
ly, like it is now, but instead of being distributed via the 
Internet, it was offset printed, with plates and negatives, 
and mailed to each member.  Back then, The Press had a 
committee... of over 30 people! See if you remember any 
of these Syracuse Rotarians:

Edward Barnard
Crouse Barnum

Jake Berdan
Rv. Vernon Bigler

Rv. Charles Borgognoni
Pat Bright
Bill Birch

Raymond Castle
James Caulk

Alex Charters
Dr. Robert Collins

Wallace Conrath
James Curtain

Beppe di Roccaferrera
James Freyer

Leonard Goreman
Richard Gayer

Dr. Clayton Hale
John Hancock
Arthur Jaynes
John Kelleher

Churchilll Loveland

Rv. Roland Malany
Jack Nolan

Harold Osborn
Howard Palmer

Emery Resch
Joseph Rosky

Norman Simpson
Donald Williams

C. Eugene Wright
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