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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A Recap of 8/19
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Friday, August 19, 2016 ~ It was a 
beautiful late summer day, with old pro 
PP Jim Glad presiding (enlisting Butch 
DeAngelo as his Sergeant at Arms just 
in case things got out of control, saith 
Jim….). Of course we pledged, sang 
God Bless America (did I hear it right 
that Brad’s dedication was to his great 
niece, the amazing Kate Smith?) and 
listened to PP Vern’s always thoughtful 
invocation which essentially said we’ve 

messed up, forgive us and make us bet-
ter. Amen to that.
We greeted fellow Rotarians from 
Chittenango, Prez Deb Collins and 
member Mary Cohen (Frank Decker’s 
niece) who told us about their Club’s 
raffle initiative featuring a season’s pass 
for the upcoming SU basketball season. 
Tickets are available at $25 per, and 
they’re only going to sell 500, so step 
right up and get yours before they sell 
out.

This Week: CNY Veterans Recognition
Bill Conole: 2016 Veterans Day Dinner ~ November 9

Program Committee

The Central New York Veter-
ans Recognition Foundation 
serves local veterans and their 
families by raising funds for 
two nonprofit organizations 
within our community, Honor 
Flight Syracuse and Clear Path 
for Veterans. 
 These two organizations offer recogni-
tion experiences, holistic wellness, and 
family programming services to veter-
ans and active military members.
Honor Flight Syracuse is an emotional 
and celebratory experience that trans-
ports veterans at no cost to them to 
Washington, DC. to visit memorials 
dedicated to honor their sacrificies.
The Mission Flights operate from Syr-
acuse Hancock International Airport as 
the Honor Flight Network Hub serv-

ing Central New York Military Veter-
ans.
Clear Path for Veterans is New York 
State's premiere Veteran resource cen-
ter.  They support service men and wom-
en and their families with in-house non 
clinical programs, classes and events 
that holistically support Veterans in all 
of their needs.
Speaking Friday will be Bill Conole, a 
Skaneateles Rotarian and volunteer at 

see HONORING page 2
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A Look Ahead

see POLICE page 2

AUGUST 26
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
The Nottingham Room 

PP James Gladziszewski Presiding

Special Event 
Celebration of Alex Charter's 

100th Birthday

Program 
Bill Conole of 

CNY Veterans Recognition 
Foundation

1:30 pm 
P&C Committee Meeting

SEPTEMBER 2
NO ROTARY MEETING 

IN OBSERVANCE OF 
LABOR DAY WEEKEND

SEPTEMBER 9
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

PP Jim Morrow Presiding

Program 
TBD

SEPTEMBER 16
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

VP Marylin Galimi Presiding

Program 
TBD
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PP Denny introduced a prospective Club member, Denise 
Robertson, InterFaith Works’ Development and Communi-
cations Director, who joined us today along with her Inter-
Faith Works colleagues and our program today, Peter Will-
ner and Lekia Hill.
Mary Lou presided handily over the 50/50 where Prez Deb 
drew unsuccessfully for the Red Queen, while lucky Un-
cle Frank took the $5 consolation and soon to be 100 years 
old, Alex Charters, won a basketball raffle ticket which our 
friends at Chittenango Rotary so generously donated to the 
cause. Lots of happy dollars again today including one from 
Ray Leach who was very happy about the recent birth of his 
first great grandson and another from budding archeologist, 
PP Gary Wilson, who was astounded to find apparent Indi-
an artifacts on his property.
PP Denny introduced our guest speakers, Peter Willner, 
InterFaith Works’ El Hindi Dialogue Center Director, and 
his colleague, Lekia Hill, IFW’s Dialogue Coordinator, 
who were on hand to update us on the progress of  this 
ground breaking  police/community dialogue program and 
share the next steps. Pete first thanked the Club again for its 
generosity, indicating that our $7500 Signature Grant had 
enabled IFW to leverage additional financial support for 
this critically important initiative to ease tensions between 
the Syracuse police and the community. It has also enabled 
IFW to completely re-write the curriculum to better adapt 
to our situation here in Syracuse which essentially is to build 
an increased level of trust between the police and the com-
munity. 
This past summer there were 3 dialogue circles including 
about 30 participants which were deemed a good start by 
all participants. Lekia shared the major findings from pre 
and post dialogue surveys which showed that 1) positive 
perceptions were increased across all measured attitudes, 
2) the majority of participants recommend continuing the 
dialogues and 3) participants are “hopeful” that something 
good will come out of them. IFW is looking to schedule 
3-4 more dialogue circles this fall, and Pete urged those 
Rotarians interested in participating to sign up soon to 
benefit from this innovative initiative. Absent from today’s 
program due to professional commitments was Detective 
Mark Rusin of the Syracuse Police Department. Mark is 
a co-designer of IFW’s police/community dialogue guide 
and a facilitator trainer, and Pete was quick to say that these 
dialogues couldn’t be accomplished without the generous 
support of Mark, Chief Fowler and their Syracuse police 
colleagues. The meeting closed with PE Marylin and PP 
Denny sharing some powerful stories arising out of their 
participation in the dialogues.  z
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Police & Community Trust Building  from page 1

Homor Flight Syracuse. Bill has successfully helped plan 
seven flights to Washington, DC, helping dozens of vet-
erans pay their respects and reflect together at our nation's 
memorials. Mission #008 is planned for October 1.

The 2016 Veterans Day Dinner
The Veterans Day Dinner honors the men and wom-
en who have served and continue to serve our country, 
through an entertaining evening of recognition, an elabo-
rate silent auction, and distinguished guest speakers. 
The previous two Veterans Day Dinners have raised near-
ly $100,000 in support of Honor Flight Syracuse. This 
year they are proud to announce they will be expanding 
their fundraising efforts to also support Clear Path for 
Veterans.
WHEN: Wednesday, November 9, 2016 from 5:00 PM 
to 9:00 PM (EST)
TICKETS: $125
WHERE: Marriott Syracuse Downtown - 100 East On-
ondaga Street, Syracuse, NY 13202  z

Honoring Vets, Raising Money         from page 1

Alex Cruises Past the Century Mark
Syracuse Rotarian Alex Charters turned 100 Monday
Jim Morrow, editor

One hundred years. I'll be fifty in a little over a year from 
now and it is impossible for me to imagine another 50 
years into the future. While thinking about the changes 
Alex Charters has witnessed over ten decades I can't help 
but to visualize myself, my kids, their kids, and their kids 
in 2066. It is unimagineable! 
Dr. Charters has led a long life packed full of achiev-
ments while educating, improving, serving, and sharing. I 
am honored and certainly fortunate to know such a man. 
From all of us at The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Happy 
One-Hundreth Birthday, Alex!  z
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2016-17 GRANT EVALUATION MEETING 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING CLUB MEETING

Presiding Past Presidents 2016-17
Acting-Presidents' Schedule: August & September

Jim Gladziszewski  |  Robert Sherburne

The 2016-17 Rotary year began July 1. As all Syracuse Rotari-
ans are aware, the eventual departure of President-Elect Doug 
Smith from our ranks has presented a unique and first time 
ever presidential arrangement. Bob Sherburne will stay on for 
another year as the Club's President (administrative) as well 
as Marylin Galimi as First Vice President. A vital piece of the 
Board-approved 2016-17 arrangement is the requirement of 
Past-Presidents of RCS to preside at regular Club meetings 
on a pre-scheduled basis which began on July 8. 
The following is a schedule for the remainder of July, August 
and September of presiding Past Presidents as Presidents:

• PP James Gladziszewski (1995-96)  .  .  .  .  . August 16
• PP James Morrow (2013-14)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . September 9
• VP Marylin Galimi (2017-18)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . September16
• PP Vernon Lee (2011-12)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .September 23

If you are a Rotary Club of Syracuse Past-President, see 
Jim Gladziszewski to schedule your time at the lecturne.
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A
Y JAMES "JIM" 

GLADZISZEWSKI
Birthday: August 22
Joined: May 1986

B
-D

A
Y ALEXANDER "ALEX" 

CHARTERS
Birthday: August 22
Joined: October 1952

Shelterbox and Rotary Clubs 
Take Action Following 

Earthquake in Italy
rotary.org

August 24 ~ A 6.2-magnitude earthquake struck central 
Italy early Wednesday, killing more than 240 people and 
trapping an unknown number beneath rubble. Tremors 
were felt as far away as Rome, 100 km (65 miles) south-
west of the quake's epicenter.

International disaster relief agency and Rotary Interna-
tional project partner ShelterBox is sending a response 
team from its headquarters in the United Kingdom to the 
remote mountainous area of Italy where the destruction 
is most severe. The response team will arrive Friday, 26 
August, to assess the area's needs.
Luca Della Volta, president of ShelterBox Italia, the affil-
iate organization in Genoa, will accompany the response 
team. Della Volta is working with the Rotary Club of Ri-
eti in District 2080, the club closest to the earthquake-af-
fected sites, and will meet with officials of the Italian 
Civil Protection Department, fire department, and Red 
Cross to coordinate efforts.
If families and individuals made homeless by the disaster 
need emergency shelter, ShelterBox will send tents and 
other equipment from its locations in Italy and other sites 
across Europe. Della Volta says the most urgent need 
is for tents and relief supplies for the hospital of Rieti, 
where most of the patients from the destroyed hospital in 
Amatrice were taken.
"I am truly heartbroken over what has happened," says 
Della Volta, charter president of the Rotary E-Club of 
2042 Italia. "As Rotarians, we are always available to help 
people in need."  z

CHITTENANGO ROTARY PRESENTS
SU BASKETBALL SEASON TICKETS 
R A F F L E

$25  |  500 TICKETS SOLD  |  DRAWING SEPT 24 @ 5:45pm 
for tickets: chittenangorotary@gmail.com
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