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This Week: UVC's Founder, Nasir Ali
Upstate Venture Connect: Building Upstate NY's New Economy

Program Committee

UVC’s mission is to 
connect and empower 
Upstate NY entre-
preneurs with the re-
sources for building 
high-growth compa-
nies. They believe the 
isolation of Upstate 
communities from each 
other is a major barrier 
for startup founders seeking 
access to advice, talent, connec-
tions and early stage investment.
Since 2010, UVC has collaborated with 
entrepreneur leaders and community 
supporters to build a network of over 
10,000 founders and supporters across 
Upstate New York.
Nasir Ali is a resident of Syracuse, NY 
and the founder and Executive Direc-
tor of the Seed Capital Fund of CNY, 

a private LLC whose mem-
bers are actively engaged 

in funding and sup-
porting early stage 
tech companies. He 
is a Managing Di-
rector of the Start-
Fast Venture Accel-

erator, a key UVC 
initiative. Ali also 

serves on the boards of 
the Upstate Venture As-

sociation of New York, Out-
Match (formerly Chequed) and Paper 
Battery Company.
Prior to founding UVC, Ali was pres-
ident of The Tech Garden, a not-for-
profit organization with the mission of 
creating an entrepreneurial culture in 
Syracuse and the Central New York re-
gion. In addition to managing the Syra-
cuse Technology Garden incubator, Ali 

Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A Recap of 7/8
Jim Morrow, editor

July 8 ~ Not since the mid 90s 
has a Syracuse Rotary meet-
ing run with the precision of a 
Swiss watch. To be exact it was 
June 30, 1995. Brad Strait had 
just presided over his last meet-
ing as President of Syracuse 
Rotary, wrapping up a tremen-
dous Rotary year and handing over the 
gavel to Jim Gladziszewski. Last Fri-

day, everyone in attendance was 
startled to attention when Dr. 
Strait, who joined the Club in 
1985, kicked off Syracuse Ro-
tary's unique 2016-17 Presiden-
tial arrangement succinctly with 
the loudest "bell-clang" ever, 
the Pledge of Allegiance, and 
then led us in song with "God 

Bless America".  Next, acting-President 

see TECHNOLOGICAL page 2
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A Look Ahead
JULY 15
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Upstate Venture Connect 

Nasir Ali

JULY 22
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Halco Energy  

Larry Williamson & Kelsey Belile

JULY 29
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Protecting Assets & 
Nursing Home Care 

Shawn Lappin

AUGUST 5
11:00 am 

Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Pres and CEO of Loretto 

Kim Townsend

AUGUST 12
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
TBA

see A WELL page 2

PP Brad Strait
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Strait asked for announcements from 
the floor and got one from Ray Leach 
who stood and informed the Club of 
the imminent departure of member 
Mike Masci, who became Secretary on 
July 1. Piggy-backing on the news of 
Mike moving back to Charlotte, NC, 
Ray asked for nominations (read: vol-
unteer) to take over as the Club's 2016-
17 Secretary. The Drumlin's University 
Room fell silent... Well, I'm sure a Syr-
acuse Rotarian will eventually step up 
and, as PP Strait said, "take over this 
very important position". 
There were no birthdays, so Brad got 
out of having to lead us in anoth-
er song. We were then introduced to 
Club guests Maria Murray, a prospec-
tive member, and another "walk-in", 
George Lynch, a realtor from FM Re-
alty who indicated an interest in pre-
senting at a future Club meeting.
Drawing number one of the 50/50, fa-
cilitated by yours truly, went to ticket 
#XXX695, of which there was no im-
mediate claim, and another ticket was 
pulled from the hat. However, seconds 
before the second number was read al-

lowed, Volker leaped to his feet - you 
should have seen it! - and proclaimed 
his possession of 695, drew the 10 of 
diamonds and returned to his seat. The 
$5 second prize went to the holder of 
ticket number XXX694... Again, Volk-
er leaped to his feet and claimed the fin 
while eyes rolled at the improbability.
Moving along, Brad called forward the 
Program Committee's Doug Smith to 
introduce our speaker, Kelly Gaggin, a 
consultant in marketing and public re-
lations, and a new media expert. During 
Gaggin's presentation, which primarily 
identified the importance of market-
ing to the "under 40" demographic on 
digital platforms, used our club's online 
presence as an example of what not to 
do in an effort to attract this desired 
group. While incorrectly, but consis-
tently, referring to the "scholarships" 
our club awards to students and com-
menting on how inconvenient it is to 
read our newsletter PDF on a mobile 
device, Ms. Gaggin made suggestions 
on a "better approach" to atttracting 
new members to an organization such 
as ours. 

As a graphic communication industry 
professional, I can attest to the cost 
alone prohibiting a format other than 
PDF from being the defacto format for 
our electronic newsletter distribution. 
For example, digital edition conver-
sion, hosting, device app development, 
and a gaurantee for it to work on all 
platforms would cost our club, for a 
weekly 4-page newsletter, over $7000 
a year. I do not disagree that in order 
to communicate effectively to a specif-
ic demographic such as the under-40s, 
new media has to be a part of an orga-
nization's marketing approach. But, an 
affordable and cost-effective solution is 
what ultimately makes it a reality.
Our visiting guest, the aforemantioned 
Mr. Lynch, an under-40 male (actu-
ally under-30), who had no problem 
finding us on the Internet or at Drum-
lins,  was called upon by Ms. Gaggins 
to comment on the content format on 
syracuserotary.org. His response was he 
was able to gleen the information he 
was looking for from the website with 
little or no effort. 
Don't get me wrong. I can appreciate 
how technology has completely trans-
formed how we communicate and get 
our information. To succeed in reach-
ing today's tech-savy audience, you 
must adapt your marketing approach 
and your message to get noticed in to-
day's digital blizzard. What gets over-
looked and sometimes lost in transla-
tion is the value of your message if it 
is not thoughtful, accurate, and inten-
tional. Just look at Donald Trump's 
Tweets and reTweets and you'll see 
what I mean.
My wife tells me I take professional 
criticism personally. Well, she's abso-
lutely right! So, I apologize to anyome 
offended by my opinion and to Ms. 
Gaggin for calling her out on a topic 
that, apparently, I feel strongly. 
Brad, who will preside again this week, 
brought the meeting to close with an-
other clap of the Rotary bell and dis-
missed us promptky at 1:15.  z

managed a statewide network of experienced mentors. In 2008, Ali co-taught a 
course in technology entrepreneurship at Syracuse University, which has since 
grown into a year-long community-campus collaborative effort known as the 
Syracuse Student Startup Accelerator. Ali also had responsibility for launching 
the NYSERDA-funded Center for Clean Tech Entrepreneurship and SATOP, 
a NASA supported small business technology assistance program.
Ali moved to Syracuse from Washington, DC, where he was an associate at 
Booz Allen Hamilton charged with helping IRS Commissioners manage over 
$1 billion in technology modernization and workforce restructuring initiatives. 
Prior to this, he co-founded New Think (a mobile commerce services firm) 
and WritersPoint (an offshore technical writing company). Before beginning 
his career as an entrepreneur, Ali turned around large-scale software, telecom-
munications, and systems integration projects for Fortune 100 companies. He 
received his MBA in finance and operations management from Yale Univer-
sity’s School of Management, where he helped initiate a joint master’s degree 
program in industrial environmental management. Ali graduated from Princ-
eton University with a degree in physics and a concentration in economics.  z
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Technological Entrepreneur                                                        from page 1

A well-run Rotary meeting, and more                             from page 1
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Presiding Past Presidents 2016-17
Acting-Presidents Schedule July-September

Jim Gladziszewski  |  Robert Sherburne

The 2016-17 Rotary year began July 1. As all Syracuse Rotari-
ans are aware, the eventual departure of President-Elect Doug 
Smith from our ranks has presented a unique and first time 
ever presidential arrangement. Bob Sherburne will stay on for 
another year as the Club's President (administrative) as well as 
Marylin Galimi as First Vice President. A vital piece of the 
Board-approved 2016-17 arrangement is the requirement of 
Past-Presidents of RCS to preside at regular Club meetings on 
a pre-scheduled basis beginning on July 8. 
The following is a schedule for the remainder of July, August 
and September of presiding Past Presidents as Presidents:
• Bradley Strait (1994-95)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .July 8, July 15
• Dennis Baldwin (1977-78)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . July 22, July 29
• John Lewien (1998-99)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . August 5, August 12
• James Gladziszewski (1995-96)  .  .  .  .  . August 19, August 26
• James Morrow (2013-14)   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .September 9
• Marylin Galimi (2017-18 VP)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .September16
• Vernon Lee (2011-12)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . September 23

SYRACUSE ROTARY FOUNDATION 
TRUSTEE MEETING  |  11AM  |  JULY 15  |  DRUMLINS
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Y JAMES "JIM" NASH

July 12
Joined: April 1979

Notable Rotarians
Rotarians are your neighbors, your community leaders 
and some of the world’s greatest history-makers: 
• Warren G . Harding, U .S . president
• Jean Sibelius, Finnish composer
• Dr . Charles H . Mayo, co-founder of Mayo Clinic
• Guglielmo Marconi, Italian inventor of the wireless 

radio and Nobel laureate
• Thomas Mann, German novelist and Nobel laureate
• Friedrich Bergius, German chemist and Nobel laureate
• Admiral Richard E . Byrd, American explorer
• Jan Masaryk, foreign minister of Czechoslovakia
• H .E . Soleiman Frangieh, president of Lebanon
• Dianne Feinstein, U .S . senator
• Manny Pacquaio, Filipino world-champion boxer and 

congressman
• Richard Lugar, U .S . senator
• Frank Borman, American astronaut
• Edgar A . Guest, American poet and journalist
• Sir Harry Lauder, Scottish entertainer
• Franz Lehar, Austrian composer
• Lennart Nilsson, Swedish photographer
• James Cash Penney, founder of JC Penney Co .
• Carlos Romulo, UN General Assembly president
• Sigmund Sternberg, English businessman and 

philanthropist

A Message from District 7150 
Governor Peter F. Cardamone
Rotary District 7150 Newsletter

In 2016-17 Rotarians will be guided by RI President 
John Germ. There has never been a better time to be a 
Rotarian. Being a Rotarian today is a great opportunity 
to give world-class service to people all over the globe; 
people who you may never meet and who may never be 
aware of your help. Rotary is the opportunity of a lifetime 
to change the world for better, forever through Rotary 
Service to Humanity. Rotary Service to Humanity takes 
many forms. Rotarians vaccinate children from the debil-
itating polio disease; dig bore wells; build toilet blocks; 

and provide mobile medical units, so that people know that 
Rotary is a path to a life well lived. And because Rotarians in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan are working to eliminate the last 
reservoirs of wild poliovirus, polio-eradication is clearly in site. 
Every Rotarian in District 7150 should prepare to spread Ro-
tary’s message - that in the history of humankind, no service 
has ever been more important than Rotary’s work to eradicate 
polio. These and other stories of Rotary Service are why our 
theme in 2016-17 will be simply, Rotary Serving Humanity.
2016-17 may one day be known as “The greatest year in Ro-
tary’s history.” We are in a position of tremendous strength in 
Rotary: in our achievements, in our Foundation, and in the 
respect that our organization has earned. The Vatican has such 
respect for Rotary that Pope Francis celebrated a Mass for Ro-
tarians in St. Peter’s Square. When polio is finally and forever 
eradicated, our Rotary Clubs should be ready to reach out to 
welcome anyone who wants to do good in the world. Rotary 
Serving Humanity is a great opportunity to change yourself 
and the world. We need more willing hands, caring hearts, and 
bright and inquisitive minds to “Do good in the world, and to 
grow Rotary Serving Humanity.”  z



2016-17 GRANT APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
www.syracuserotary.org  ~ Click on P&C for more information 
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