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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A Recap of 6/3
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

A gorgeous day, it was, but still we had a 
good crowd to listen to University Pro-
fessor Charles Driscoll update us the 
condition of Onondaga Lake—which 
we learned is in remarkably good con-
dition, thanks to the extensive remedi-
ation efforts of Honeywell, et al. But 
more on that later. We pledged, sang 
America and listened attentively to PP 
Vern’s always thoughtful and articulate 

invocation. PP Jim Morrow reminded 
us of the Wednesday, June 8 6 PM ded-
ication of the Dr. Robert Laubach Li-
brary at the Northside Learning Cen-
ter to which we’re all invited. 
Prez Bob introduced SRF Prexy, Pete 
Seiffert, who ably presided over our 
annual Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
meeting where we were briefed on 

see 15 NEW page 2

see SAVING page 2
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A Look Ahead
JUNE 10
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

** UNIVERSITY ROOM **

Program 
WATER WATER WATER 

Tom Rhoads

JUNE 17
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Mark Zimmerman 

Nepal Story

JUNE 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
CNY Community Foundation

JULY 1
12:00 pm 

TENTATIVE RCS Club Meeting

JULY 8
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
TBA

This Week: Dept. of Water's Tom Rhoads
Water Quality and the Challenges to Maintain It

Program Committee

The ever increasing im-
portance of water quality 
and the impact on our lives 
has recently become more 
evident, as with the situ-
ation in Flint, Michigan, 
and Dayton, Ohio. The 
quality of drinking water is 
inherently important, but 
the impact of sanitary water, or "dirty" 
water on the environment can have an 
even more dramatic effect. Water is vi-
tal for life, sanitary sewer systems pro-
tect life and improve the quality of our 
life. Sanitary sewer systems and waste-
water treatment protect us from disease 
by making dirty water clean. Because 
this part of the water cycle is sometimes 
overlooked and maintenance deferred, 
the community and its environment 
can be put at risk. Onondaga County is 
committed to investing in the upgrade 

and rehabilitation of this 
infrastructure. 
Since 2009, the County has 
focused on the balanced 
use of green technologies 
and innovative gray meth-
ods to enhance the com-
munity investment, and 
launched the nationally 
recognized Save the Rain 

program. The success of the program 
hinged. on public awareness and partic-
ipation. Many public-private partner-
ships were formed that made the instal-
lation of green infrastructure possible. 
This green infrastructure helps keeps 
stormwater out of the sewer system, 
thereby reducing the amount of dirty 
water that needs to be processed. The 
technologies are on display through-
out the community; The Burnet Zoo, 
the OnCenter, the Syracuse Crunch 

Tom Rhoads
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THIS WEEK, JUNE 10
SYRACUSE ROTARY MEETS IN THE UNIVERSITY ROOM 

Formerly known as The Upstairs Members Lounge
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June 10
Joined: March 2015

hockey rink, downtown business office buildings, 
like King & King, and in residential neighborhood 
backyards. From porous pavement parking lots to 
the blossoming of neighboring rain gardens, to the 
use of rain barrels to capture rainwater; all are im-
pacting the environment by reducing the amount of 
water processed at the treatment plant. 
The Save the Rain program is an integral compo-
nent in the remarkable recovery of Onondaga Lake. 
As a result of water quality improvements in the lake 
our community is engaging in dialogue on oppor-
tunities around the lake which may have been hard 
for some to envision even a decade ago. The story 
of the lake and its recovery is a story worth con-
sidering, we all have an opportunity to participate 
in the next few chapters. Building on the success 
of the Save the Rain program, the County recently 
launched "Connect the Drops"; an outreach pro-
gram to increase awareness about the direct effect of 
litter in our waterways. We all live in a watershed; 
we all have an opportunity to recognize and protect 
water - critical for life and the quality of our lives.
Speaking to Syracuse Rotary on Friday is Tom 
Rhoads, Commissioner of Onondaga County De-
partment of Water Environment Protection. He 
leads a highly skilled work team of almost 400 
county employees dedicated to improving the en-
vironment through the use of green infrastructure 
as well as traditional wastewater treatment facilities. 
Prior to his position at the Department of Water, 
Tom was OCRRA’s Executive Director (1996-
2011). Amoing his other responsibilities, he repre-
sented OCRRA in negotiating contracts to meet 
and effectively deal with public officials, media, and 
the general public.  z

Saving Rain, Saving a Lake         from page 1

the status of the SRF including  its abundant grant activity. Pete 
reported that Chuck Darrow, long time overseer of the invest-
ment of Foundation funds, has resigned due to ill health. While 
thanking Chuck for his great assistance over the years, Pete an-
nounced that Kevin Visconti has stepped in for Chuck and is do-
ing a commendable job. The Club members proceeded to elect 15 
new trustees for the ensuing year. Volker Weiss will be the new 
Foundation President with Vern Lee as VP and John Bertram as 
Secretary, while long John Lewien remains Treasurer.
Jim Morrow introduced our visitors and turned it back to Prez 
Bob who expressed birthday wishes, in absentia, to Nate Pod-
kaminer and Gary Wilson. Tom O’Shea again presided over the 
50/50 announcing that the grand prize today would be a real es-
tate course at Trump University…just kidding, says Tom. Ginny 
Carmody drew for the Red Queen but got black, leaving the $5 to 
song master Brad. Lots of happy dollars today including 6 bucks 
from PP John Lewien representing each pound of his adorable 
new grandchild.
Brad introduced his colleague at SU, noted professor Charles 
Driscoll, who was hired by none other than Brad awhile back. 
Charlie, as he likes to be called, led us on a fascinating and in-
formative virtual history of Onondaga Lake from being a major 
tourist attraction in the 19th century, to being called the most 
polluted lake in the country in the mid 20th century,  to its pres-
ent condition of being close to becoming once again a “full ser-
vice” lake capable of “consumable” fishing, swimming and the like. 
Much work has gone into the lake’s rescue including extensive 
dredging, removal of 7 tons of mercury from Allied’s old chorine 
plant site, installation of a barrier wall along the shore to keep 
contaminants from seeping into the lake, an aggressive capping 
system to trap sediments at the bottom of the lake and a very in-
novative nitrate treatment—developed and overseen by Charlie—
to inhibit the release of hazardous methylmercury from sediment 
in the deep portions of the lake. Habitat restoration is scheduled 
to be completed next year, signaling the completion of the bil-
lion dollar remediation initiative including both the Honeywell 
component and the County’s waste water treatment work. Prof. 
Charlie gave kudos to Honeywell and team for a job well done, 
much of it groundbreaking and experimental. So get your fishing 
poles and swim suits ready, Rotarians. The time will come before 
long when Onondaga Lake will be back in business, so to speak, 
in the most positive way.  z

15 New Foundation Trustees for 16-17      from page 1
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NSLC Library Dedicated
Northside Learning Center Names Library 
for Syracuse Rotarian, Dr. Bob
PP Jim Morrow

On Wednesday evening, the Library at the North Side 
Learning Center (NSLC) was named in honor of a pioneer 
in adult literacy education and Syracuse Rotarian, Dr. Robert 
S. Laubach. NSLC Board Member, Mark Cass, organized 
and MC'd the event, welcoming several Syracuse Rotari-
ans, including President Bob Sherburne, Ginny Carmody, 
PP Jim Gladziszewski, PP Vern Lee, PP Dan Morrow, PP 
Denny Baldwin, and PP Jim Morrow. Several ProLiteracy 
past and present staff were also in attendance along with 
Yusuf Soule, the volunteer Executive Director of NSLC.
A video of Dr. Laubach describing his own life - dedicated 
to literacy and his father's each-one-teach-one philosophy - 
was shown at the ceremony. The presentation was produced 
by ProLiteracy just weeks before he passed. It was a perfect 
addition to the dedication and reminded us all of Dr. Bob's 
well-known "keep smiling" moniker.
The North Side Learning Center, a 501c(3) non-profit or-
ganization, was founded in 2009 and exists to aid in adult 
and youth literacy development, and to be instrumental in 
teaching self-sufficiency and self-actualization to newcom-
ers in our community. Students come from dozens of coun-
tries around the world. Beyond the core of teaching English 
to adults and providing academic support to their children, 
additional programs are offered.  z 

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

Top to Bottom: Dr. Laubach's video, Rotarian 
Dan Morrow unveils library's new window 
sign with some help, two NSLC volunteer 
tutors, NSLC volunteer Executive Director, 
Yusef Soule.

2/3
of students who 
cannot read 
proficiently by 
the end of the 
4th grade will 
end up in jail or 
on welfare.

According 
to UNICEF, 
"Nearly a 
billion people 
will enter the 
21st century 
unable to read 
a book or sign 
their names 
and two thirds 
of them are 
women."

85 percent of 
all juveniles 
who interface 
with the 
juvenile court 
system are 
functionally 
illiterate.

More than 60 
percent of all 
prison inmates 
are functionally 
illiterate.

National Assessment 
Adult Literacy (NAAL)
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www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor Syracuse Rotary Press

2016-17 GRANT APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
www.syracuserotary.org  ~ Click on P&C for more information 

The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; the 
Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42 in the 
Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., the not-for-
profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. Together, the Club 
and the Foundation have served the Greater Syracuse community with 
uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving a long trail of accomplishment in 
the best of Rotary’s traditions, all of which has contributed to giving The 
Rotary Club of Syracuse an honored position in our community.
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