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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A Recap of 5/20
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

A beautiful spring day brought us to-
gether again at Drumlins to live the 
Four Way Test. Today we featured our 
annual Outstanding High School Se-
nior Achievement Awards, and as usual 
it was special. If anybody’s feeling dis-
concerted by the antics of this year’s 
Presidential race, the amazing kids we 
honored today suggest that we have 
nothing to fear from the next gener-

ation of leaders (except, as FDR was 
fond of saying, fear itself ).
But before all that we dutifully pledged, 
robustly followed the lead of PP Brad 
in singing God Bless America and then 
heard a passionate invocation by Brad 
in tribute to all service men and wom-
en who have helped preserve the many 
freedoms we enjoy today.

see NINE page 3

see DRISCOLL page 2
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A Look Ahead
JUNE 3

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Charles Driscoll 
Onondaga Lake

JUNE 8
6:00 pm 

Northside Learning Center 
Library Dedication in honor of 

Dr. Robert Laubach

JUNE 10
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

** MEMBERS LOUNGE **

Program 
WATER WATER WATER 

Tom Rhoads

JUNE 17
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Mark Zimmerman 

Nepal Story

JUNE 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
CNY Community Foundation

This Week: Professor Charles Driscoll
Syracuse University Water Science & Engineering

Program Committee

Charles Driscoll's teaching 
and research interests are in 
the areas of environmental 
chemistry, biogeochemistry 
and water quality modeling.
His research largely in-
volves characterization and 
quantifying the impacts of 
air pollution, such as “acid 
rain,” mercury, elevated concentrations 
of carbon dioxide and associated effects 
of changing climate and land and water 
disturbances on the structure and func-
tion of ecosystems. Much of Driscoll's 
work has focused on forest and as-
sociated aquatic resources, including 
studies at the Hubbard Brook Exper-
imental Forest, NH and the Hunting-
ton Forest in the Adirondacks, NY. He 
also examines effects on wetlands, the 
Great Lakes, urban ecosystems, coast-
al waters and the open ocean. Over 

the past 35 years, he has 
advanced new analytical 
techniques, established 
and maintained long-term 
measurements and experi-
ments, and developed a se-
ries of research and predic-
tive models that simulate 
transformations of major 
chemical elements in for-
est vegetation, soil and 

surface waters in response to air pol-
lution, climate and land disturbance. 
Beyond theory, Driscoll is interested 
in testing ‘in situ’ strategies to reverse 
the damaging effects of acid rain and 
mercury contamination and eutrophi-
cation. Current research includes using 
models, field experiments and measure-
ments to examine: ecosystem effects of 
changing climate and acidic, nitrogen 
and mercury deposition; the effective-
ness of “green” water infrastructure in 

Professor Charles Driscoll



Page - 2

FRIDAY, JUNE 3,  2016

Pascals has scheduled RCS to meet in 
The Members Lounge on June 10

Consensus Group Delays Final Recommendations
Tim Knauss  |  syracuse.com

It will be at least early July before the 
Consensus commission makes final 
recommendations about local govern-
ment modernization, including wheth-
er Syracuse and Onondaga County 
should merge into a new entity.
The 19-member volunteer commission 
delayed the anticipated delivery date 
for its final report because of a huge 
volume of public input during a public 

comment period, which was extended 
by six weeks, said co-chair Neil Mur-
phy.
There were 11,000 comments posted 
on the Consensus website during the 
comment period. The group hosted 73 
public sessionsattended by more than 
3,600 people, Murphy said.
“It takes one heck of a lot of time to as-
similate that,’’ he said. “Because people 
have taken the time and energy to make 

those comments, we have a responsibil-
ity to review them and to incorporate as 
much of that as we possibly can.’’
Originally, Consensus had planned to 
deliver a final report by May 1. But the 
group later extended its scheduled pub-
lic comment period by six weeks, from 
March 16 to May 1, with plans for a 
final report by late spring. The huge 
public response will extend the process 
until early summer, Murphy said.  z

stormwater management; and ecosystem restoration. Recent-
ly we have been quantifying health and ecosystem co-benefits 
associated with a national carbon standard for power plant 
emissions.
To advance the “broader impacts” of research, Charlie tries to 
serve society through participation in various national and in-
ternational committees and panels; advising federal and state 
agencies; working with natural resource managers and policy 
makers; briefing Congress and state officials; serving as an as-
sociate editor for the journal, Biogeochemistry; and inform-
ing the media and the public on the results of research. He is 
particularly interested in multidisciplinary activities, and syn-
thesis and translation of scientific and engineering research. 
These activities inform his research. Finally, he is interested in 
improving and advancing science communication. He wants 
science and engineering information to be accessible to the 
public and policy-makers to help guide cost-effective.
Charles teaches undergraduate and graduate-level classes in 
environmental engineering, sustainable civil and environmen-
tal systems, aquatic chemistry and biogeochemistry. He has 
graduate students, undergraduate students and even some 
high school students who work in his laboratory. These stu-
dents have a keen interest in research. They are encouraged 
to interpret their results in the context of environmental 
problems and issues, to interact with the research community 
beyond Syracuse University, present the findings of their re-
search at professional meetings and publish in peer-reviewed 
journals. They have a new graduate training program called 
EMPOWER (Education Model Program on Water Energy 
Research, funded by the National Science Foundation) that 
will advance research on the energy-water nexus and provide 
training opportunities beyond science and engineering in 
science communication, public policy and research program 
management.  z

Driscoll serving society                                 from page 1

Dedication Ceremony 
Wednesday, June 8 at 6
Northside Learning Center names 
Library for Syracuse Rotarian, Dr. Bob
Bryant Emery Tyler  |  Northside Learning Center

The Library at the North Side Learning Center 
(NSLC) will be named in honor of the Dr. Robert S. 
Laubach, a pioneer in adult literacy education, Pro-
Literacy board member and proud Syracuse Rotarian.  
The dedication 
ceremony will be 
held on Wednes-
day, June 8th at 
NSLC, located at 
501 Park Street. 
Light refresh-
ments will be 
served at 6:00 pm, 
with a brief pro-
gram beginning 
at 6:15.  Please 
join us in hon-
oring "Dr. Bob" 
Laubach and celebrating the tremendous, ongoing 
support of literacy efforts by the Syracuse Rotary Club.
All Syracuse Rotarians are invited and encouraged to 
attend the dedication. See Dan or Jim Morrow for 
more information.  z
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There were no visiting Rotarians, but 
PP Jim Glad introduced his guest, 
Stephanie Bartling, Development & 
Marketing Coordinator for the Syra-
cuse City School District Educational 
Foundation and as it developed, intro-
ducer of the two senior honorees from 
the Institute of Technology-Central.
Getting right to our program Prez Bob 
introduced SRF Prez, Pete Seiffert, 
who presided in introducing the vari-
ous school administrators. We honored 
18 amazing young people today from 9 

different Syracuse High Schools, and 
wow, what an impressive group. In one 
way or another, they were all incredi-
bly accomplished—inspiring, involved, 
caring, community service oriented 
young men and women who are well on 
their way to becoming the kind of citi-
zens we can all be proud of (or to put it 
in anti-Churchillian language, the kind 
of citizens up with whom we can all be 
proud….).
Incidentally, it was great to see so many 
of our honorees involved with programs 
operated by this year’s RCS Signature 

Grantee, InterFaith Works (including 
Seeds of Peace, Community Wide Di-
alogue and the Racial Justice Awards). 
Building bridges of understanding is 
among the mutual goals of Rotary and 
IFW, so it’s heartwarming to see that 
our honorees are already engaged in 
that important work. 
Finally, a big thanks to Principal Pat 
Spadafora for spearheading the awards 
again this year and making the effort 
to be on hand, notwithstanding his ail-
ing feet. It was very good to see Pat and 
Laura back at Rotary.  z

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

Nine Syracuse High Schools Send Outstanding Seniors to Rotary to Receive Awards   from page 1
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www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor Syracuse Rotary Press

2016-17 GRANT APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 
www.syracuserotary.org  ~ Click on P&C for more information 

The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; the 
Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42 in the 
Rotary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., the not-for-
profit philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. Together, the Club 
and the Foundation have served the Greater Syracuse community with 
uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving a long trail of accomplishment in 
the best of Rotary’s traditions, all of which has contributed to giving The 
Rotary Club of Syracuse an honored position in our community.
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GARY D. WILSON
Joined RCS: October 2007

JUNE 4
"GARY"
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NATHAN PODKAMINER
Joined RCS: September 1977

MAY 30
"NATE"


