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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A Recap of 4/29
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

April 29 ~ When I was a kid my Dad 
used to say “Do you know how many 
dead people there are in that cemetery” 
as we whizzed past in our 1951 Mer-
cury. When, inevitably, I’d say I don’t 
know, he’d say “All of them”. Well, I was 
reminded today that not everybody in 
a cemetery is dead as we enjoyed the 
lively presence of  Sue Greenhagen, 
Historic Oakwood Cemetery Preser-
vation Association Board (HOCPA) 
member and tour guide par excellence, 
who took us for a brisk but entertain-

ing virtual walk through the historic 
Oakwood Cemetery, a presentation she 
entitled “Live Oaks and Dead Folks”. I 
felt I was back in my Dad’s old Mercu-
ry, except that Sue was very much alive 
as she highlighted for us some of Oak-
wood’s more famous (and infamous)  
monuments and grave sites. But more 
to come.
In Prez Bob’s excused absence, PP Den-
ny Baldwin presided, indicating that by 
his reckoning today was pretty close to 
the 5,200th regular weekly meeting of 

This Week: A Lunchtime Cabaret Performance
SALT Award Winning Actress Carmen Viviano-Crafts

Program Committee

For Your Entertainment ~ Carmen 
Viviano-Crafts is a two-time Syracuse 
Area Live Theatre (SALT) award win-
ning actress, and will be performing 
this solo cabaret accompanied by Jeff 
Unaitis.
She is a published narrator of over 30 
children's books for Full Cast Audio, 

including some of the most import-
ant characters in contemporary Young 
Adult fantasy: Daine in all four books 
of Tamora Pierce's "Immortals Quar-
tet", Tris in some of "Tammy's Circle 
Of Magic" books, and she was the first 
Cara in Bruce's "Unicorn Chronicles" 
series. She performs regularly with 
many community theatre groups in 
Central New York.
Jeff Unaitis is Executive Director of the 
Onondaga County Bar Association. Pri-
or to that, he was spokesman for Time 
Warner Cable in Central New York for 
nearly 20 years. Jeff has been playing 
piano since the age of 5, and keeps his 
musical chops fresh by performing oc-
casionally with local community theatre 
groups and for worthwhile community 
fund-raising events!  z

see TENS page 2
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A Look Ahead
MAY 6

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

MEMBERS LOUNGE

Program 
Carmen Viviano-Crafts 

accompanied by Jeff Uniatas 
Cabaret Performance

MAY 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Father George Coyne 

LeMoyne professor of astronomy

MAY 20
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Outstanding Senior Awards 

Nottingham Room

MAY 27
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
TBD

JUNE 3
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Charles Driscoll 
Onondaga Lake

Carmen Viviano-Crafts to perform Friday.
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Syracuse Rotary since our founding in 1912. He also noted that on this 
day in 2004 the renowned World War II monument opened in Wash-
ington, DC., an apropos moment to remember given our program today.
We pledged, sang America under PP Brad’s always timid (yeah, sure….) 
direction and listened to inimitable long John Lewien’s not so short but 
always entertaining and thoughtful invocation. Brad announced that 
InterFaith Works is looking for more Syracuse Rotary participants in 
its upcoming police/community dialogues which SRC helped to fund. 
He asked that anyone interested to please contact him or Denny ASAP 
as the dialogues are about to get underway. John Marsellus introduced 
our non Rotarian guests, Haden Patton and Dorothy DeAngelo (Sue 
Greenhagen’s sister), both associated with the HOCPA and John’s 
granddaughter, the adorable Chloe, who has been a frequent visitor.    
We had 3 birthdays today—Mary Lou Thompson, Dave deSilva and 
Pat Spadafora to whom we sang the traditional birthday greeting. Irish 
Tom O’Shea presided over the 50/50, where Chloe took the $5 plus a 
couple of tickets donated by Al Kosoff to a concert featuring the noted 
Jupiter String Quarter sponsored by the Syracuse Friends of Chamber 
Music. Tom actually got to draw for the Red Queen but alas missed by 
an Irish mile. Undaunted, he proceeded to rustle up some happy dollars 
including one from PP Jim Glad, happy to have visited family in Texas 
where like everything else the light bills are really big.
John Marsellus, whose great grandfather, John D. “Whiskers” Marsellus, 
is among the illustrious buried in Oakwood, introduced our speaker, 
Sue Greenhagen, a long time Oakwood Cemetery advocate who led us 
on a very well received virtual tour of the cemetery, replete with dead 
folks and live oaks. Containing about 159 acres, a gizzilion oak trees and 
founded in 1859, Oakwood Cemetery is full of dead folks all right (about 
60,000), but more importantly, history galore. All we needed to do was 
follow the signs and keep up with Sue as we zipped via PowerPoint from 
the Silsbee Mortuary Chapel (designed by Joseph Silsbee-- a local, na-
tionally acclaimed protégé of Frank Lloyd Wright-- who also designed 
the old Syracuse Savings Bank building), the Granger Canopy Tomb 
(containing the remains of Amos P. Granger, a noted US Congressman 
and 19th century anti-slavery crusader), the Denison monument, named 
after Henry Denison, a notorious guy who was involved in the infamous 
19th century canal ring scandal, the Whitlock monument (sadly the vic-
tim of lots of vandalism), Dr. Hervey Kendall’s gravesite (he was in life 
an infamous grave robber), a monument dedicated to Margaret Olivia 
Slocum Sage (wife of tycoon Russell Sage, founder of the Russell Sage 
Foundation and daughter to the Slocum after which Slocum Hall at SU 
is named),  the grave of Luther Harris Hiscock (infamously murdered 
in cold blood by one George Cole who was amazingly acquitted by rea-
son of insanity, leading to the national headline that murder is legal 
in Syracuse….) and the final resting place of Elias Levenworth, one of 
Oakwood’s founders and a former mayor of Syracuse.  All in all, our tour 
was impressive, entertaining and hugely informative. Thanks, Sue, for 
reminding us that there is a lot more in Oakwood Cemetery than dead 
folks and live oaks.  z
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MEMBERSHIP COUNT
The Rotary Club of Syracuse has a 

total of 54 Active Members

Tens of thousands interred at Oakwood  .  .  .  .  . from page 1

Pascals has scheduled RCS to meet in 
The Members Lounge on May 6 and June 10

2015-2016 P&C 
Campaign Hits Twin 

Goals - Again
Dennis Baldwin, P&C Chair 2015-16

For the third year in a row, Syracuse Rota-
ry’s Philanthropy & Charity Campaign has 
achieved its twin goals of 100% member par-
ticipation and raising in excess of  $10,000. 
P&C Chair, Denny Baldwin, credits the gen-
erosity of Syracuse Rotarians for the cam-
paign’s success. “They came through as we 
knew they would, and we sincerely thank 
them all,” Denny said. “Strong member com-
mitment is one of the reasons the Club is into 
its second century of service to the Greater 
Syracuse area,” Denny added. Achieving the 
twin goals means that the Club has replen-
ished a good portion of Syracuse Rotary’s out-
lay for its charitable grants this year, enabling 
it to “pay it forward” for future grantees. 
In addition to thanking Club members, Den-
ny expressed thanks to the P&C Committee 
members for their robust efforts again this 
year. They include: Sara Bollinger, Marylin 
Galimi, Allen Kosoff, Vern Lee, Mike Mas-
ci, Doug Smith and Jim Morrow, with great 
assistance from President Bob Sherburne.  z
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Joined RCS: December 2015
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Looking Ahead to Rotary Year 2016-17
P&C Grant Application Process Opens Up for Next Year

James Morrow, P&C Chair, 2016-17

The Rotary Club of Syracuse has over 
a century of service to the Greater 
Syracuse community. In each of those 
100 plus years, under the auspices of 
its P&C Committee and the Syracuse 
Rotary Foundation, the Club awards 
grants for various worthy projects asso-
ciated with local 501c3 organizations. 
Although the next Rotary Year does 
not begin until July 1, Syracuse Ro-
tary's P&C Committee launched the 
grant application process for 2016-17 
last Monday with the online grant ap-
plication going live on Syracuse Rota-
ry's website. The planned conclusion of 
the application process is scheduled for 
August 15 with the Committee evalu-
ation meetings commencing soon after 
the last application is received. 
One of the P&C Committee's funding 
guidelines, as in the past, allows any 
501c3 organization to request consid-
eration for funding. Although RCS 

is not necessarily limited in its fund-
ing parameters, historically our grant 
guidelines have provided funding for 
projects usually involved in new pro-
grams, capital expenditures or start up 
projects. Special consideration may be 
given to projects that will benefit chil-
dren, literacy or education. RCS typi-
cally will not support general fund ap-
peals or projects that primarily benefit 
persons outside of Greater Syracuse or 
that involve administrative, overhead or 
ongoing program costs.
While the number of original applica-
tion submissions has grown each year 
for the last several years, the application 
process has evolved, taking advantage 
of technology and other tools making 
it more organized, accurate, and fair. 
Today, during the three-and-a-half-
month application cycle, all applica-
tions originate from the electronic form 
on the website, are compiled with ap-
plicant's supplemental material, and as-
sembled in a printed compendium for 

distribution to each P&C Committee 
member as well as electronically pub-
lished for Committee meetings. This 
process allows for a permanent record 
of all aspects of the evaluation cycle and 
easy access to important aspects of each 
organization's application. 
Last year, RCS funded projects for 
19 organizations, a number narrowed 
down from nearly 40 original appli-
cants, all worthy in their own right. 
Personally, serving on the Commit-
tee last year was an enjoyable and re-
warding experience, due, in part, to 
the leadership and professionalism of 
Committee Chair, Denny Baldwin and 
the other members' dedication to the 
cause. Thank you Denny, Marylin, Al-
len, Vern, Mike, Doug, and Sara! 
Currently, as chair of P&C for 2016-17, 
I am in the process of recruiting Club 
members to serve on the Committee 
to take part in the application process, 
evaluation cycle, the annual P&C Fund 
Drive, and other duties. If you have an 
interest or would like more information 
about what is involved, please either see 
me at a Club meeting or email me at 
jim@morrowgraphics.com.  z

Gaurdian Angel Society Recognizes RCS at Breakfast Wednesday
Marylin Galimi, Syracuse Rotarian

May 4 ~ At this morning's breakfast, 
Syracuse Rotary was recognized as a 
main supporter of the "Mentor & Tu-
tor Program" for the Guardian Angel 
Society. The program provides year-
round mentorship for Syracuse City 
School students, mainly "economically 
challenged" Sudanese refugee families. 
During the 2015-2016 school year the 
program sponsored over 35 students at 
CAP (Cathedral Academy at Pompei), 
Bishop Grimes, Bishop Ludden, and 
CBA. The students are selected through 
a scholarship program that is carefully 
and passionately coordinated by Cath-
erine Ranieri who has over 20 years 
of experience in education and devel-

opment. The students are required to 
commit to the program from the time 
they sign up through graduation. The 
goal is to help the students be success-
ful and have the confidence to achieve 
their goals. 
Today's program included a heart 
warming speech from graduating stu-
dent, Rang Boul, and his mentor for the 
past three years, Mike Cartini (Senior 
Business Advisor at OCC). In addition, 
John Katko delivered an encouraging 
and surprisingly non-political speech. 
Personally, it was wonderful to share 
this experience with our new Rotari-
an, Kim Dwyer, witnessing, first-hand, 
how Rotary can help improve the com-
munity we live in.  z

(L) Mike Cartini and (R) Rang Boul



Pope Welcomes Rotary to Jubilee Audience
www.rotary.org - Ryan Hyland

May 2 ~ Thousands of Rotary members, 
motivated by a special invitation from 
Pope Francis, gathered at the Vatican in 
Rome on Saturday to celebrate a mes-
sage of compassion, inclusiveness, and 
service to humanity.
At midmorning, the group, numbering 
some 9,000 members from 80 coun-
tries, made its way through the con-
gested streets of Rome, past the tight 
security surrounding St. Peter's Square, 
and settled into the area reserved for 
Rotary in front of St. Peter's Ba-
silica for the Jubilee audience.
Francis, a 79-year-old Argen-
tine, urged the crowd of more 
than 100,000, which included 
members of the police and armed 
forces from around the world, "to 
build a culture of peace, security, 
and solidarity around the world."
His message of peace resonated 
with Rotary members, including 
R. Asokan from Tamil Nadu, In-
dia. "His message about peace is 
about accepting. Rotary, which 
accepts all walks of life, can carry 
his message to all our clubs, therefore 
carrying his message to all our commu-
nities," says Asokan.
Though Francis is the leader of the Ro-
man Catholic Church, his words often 
reach a wider audience. A poll pub-
lished earlier this year found him to be 
one of the most liked and trusted world 
leaders.
That's what made this event at the Vati-
can so appealing, says Adriana Lanting, 
who traveled from California, USA, 
to attend. "To have such a transcend-
ing figure together with a transcending 
organization like Rotary in the same 
place is something I just couldn't miss," 
says Lanting, a member of the Rotary 
Club of Long Beach.
Madrid Zimmerman, another Long 
Beach member, isn't Catholic but says 

Francis has a knack for touching peo-
ple's hearts regardless of where they're 
from. "Rotary has the same effect," she 
adds. "We may have different ways of 
expressing it, but our [Rotary] action 
in helping others comes from the same 
place.
"This event is a reminder that we only 
have one goal and that's to give service 
to those who need it. I think that's the 
message I want to bring back to my 
club," Zimmerman says.
After the Jubilee audience, Francis met 

with a small delegation of Rotary mem-
bers led by RI President K.R. Ravin-
dran. The pope spoke to Ravindran 
about the importance of vaccinating 
children against polio and encouraged 
Rotary to continue its efforts against 
this disease.
"I have been honored and deeply 
touched to have had the opportunity to 
meet Pope Francis earlier today, and to 
have heard him tell us to continue our 
fight toward polio eradication," says 
Ravindran, who is Hindu. "It has giv-
en me even more pride in Rotary's past, 
even more faith in its present, and even 
more optimism about its future, than 
ever before."
On April 29, Rotary hosted a panel 
discussion in Rome to highlight efforts 
to alleviate the plight of refugees from 

Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan. More than 
60 million people, including 11 million 
Syrians, have been displaced by war and 
violence over the last four years. Such 
extensive displacement has not been 
seen since World War II.
In the discussion, moderated by Vatican 
Radio, experts from the World Food 
Programme, the Jesuit Refugee Service, 
and UNHCR (UN Refugee Agency) 
talked about ways to help migrants start 
over in their new countries.
Rotary General Secretary John Hewko, 
speaking on the panel, pointed to sev-
eral initiatives Rotary clubs have un-
dertaken to integrate refugees into so-

ciety, including computer coding 
schools and a vocational training 
project in Rimini, Italy.
"The plight of today's refugees 
is really a litmus test for today's 
compassion," Hewko said.
He encouraged audience mem-
bers and panelists to use their 
connections to provide the re-
sources and funding needed to 
address the humanitarian crisis.
After the panel discussion, 
Bonaventure Fohtung, a mem-
ber of the Rotary Club of Upper 

Blue Mountains Sunrise in New South 
Wales, Australia, said that Rotary and 
the pope have the same agenda when 
it comes to helping migrants. Recently 
Francis took 12 Syrian migrants, three 
families including six children, back 
with him to the Vatican after visiting 
a camp on the Greek island of Lesbos. 
"We need to go home from this event 
and set an example. Each club should 
do something. Just one thing to help 
these refugees can make a remarkable 
difference," he added.
The two-day Rotary event in Rome, 
tied to the Vatican's Jubilee of Mercy 
and dubbed the Jubilee of Rotarians by 
organizers from District 2080 (Italy), 
also included benefit concerts and three 
fundraising dinners for polio eradica-
tion.  z

FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2016 www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor Syracuse Rotary Press

Pope Francis greets RI President K.R. Ravindran at a Jubilee 
audience at the Vatican on 30 April, where 9,000 Rotary 
members were special guests of the pontiff.
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