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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A Recap of 4/22
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

April 22 ~ It was the “consensus” of 
those attending today that our speakers 
from Consensus, Catherine Richardson 
and Kathy Murphy, left us much better 
informed and alert to the monumen-
tal effort underway here in Onondaga 
County to help modernize local gov-
ernment. But more on that later.
Spring having finally sprung (at least 
for the moment) we happily pledged, 

sang America the Beautiful (under PP 
Brad’s always robust direction) and sat 
to listen attentively to PP Gary Wil-
son’s very thoughtful and engaging 
Earth Day invocation.
Prez Bob introduced Mary Eileen 
Wood, President of Inner City Rotary, 
who sought support for a Paul Harris 
Fellowship for their founder, Theardis 
Martino, as well as support for an in-

This Week: Live Oaks & Dead Folks
Virtual tour of Oakwood Cemetary's famous and infamous

Program Committee

Sue Greenhagen of the Historic Oak-
wood Cemetery Preservation Associ-
ation, is a retired Academic Librarian 
from Morrisville State College and 
historian for the Village of Morris-
ville and Town of Eaton. She is chair 
of the Morrisville Historic Preservation 
Commission and board member of the 
Morrisville Cemetery Association.
Sue has spent years researching those 
buried in Oakwood and often gives 
guided tours of the hallowed grounds 
adjacent to the Syracuse Universi-
ty Hill. Designed by one of America’s 
earliest landscape architects, Howard 
Daniels, Oakwood Cemetery opened 
its gates on November 3, 1859. The 
160 acres of this outdoor museum fea-
ture a Gothic style mortuary chapel, 
19th- and 20th-century architecture 
styles, including works by Horatio Nel-

son White and Archimedes Russell, 
and hundreds of 150-year-old trees. 
In addition to the general history and 
featured architects just mentioned, 
Greenhagen's tour highlighs a few of 
the more notable characters including 
an abolitionist, a robber baron, a Civil 
War commander, and several celebrated 
writers, artists, and philanthropists!
Within the Westcott family plot in 
Section 13 is the resting place of Amos 
Westcott (1815-1873). A dentist by 
profession, Amos was involved with 
the founding of the New York State 
Dental Society and was its first presi-
dent. His education, however, led him 
in many directions. In 1835 he received 
a Bachelor’s degree in civil engineering 
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 
In 1835 and 1836 he was a teacher at 
the Pompey Academy. He then attend-

see 51 SOLUTIONS page 3
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A Look Ahead
APRIL 29
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Oakwood Cemetary 

"Live Oaks & Dead Folks"

MAY 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Jeff Uniatas Duo 
A Musical Treat

MAY 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Father George Coyne 

LeMoyne professor of astronomy

MAY 20
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Outstanding Senior Awards 

Nottingham Room

MAY 27
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
TBD

see SYRACUSE page 2
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PATRICK "PAT" SPADAFORA
April 27
Joined: January 1993

Oakwood Cemetery has more than 60,000 
individuals interred in its lush grounds

Syracuse Mayor Westcott dissed by President-elect Lincoln   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . from page 1

ed Geneva College and Albany Medical College 
and graduated as a dentist in 1840. At that time 
Dr. Westcott set up what was to be a life-long 
practice in Syracuse. In 1848 he put his engi-
neering skills to work.  He was granted a pat-
ent for an “improvement in surgical or dental 
operating chairs.” This was the first of many 
patents for such items as butter churns, locks, 
bolts, fasteners, cranks and fans. His last pat-
ent was granted in 1869.  Amos Westcott was 
also a politician. In 1860 he was elected Mayor 
of the City of Syracuse on the Republican ticket. In 
February of 1861 he presided over the Syracuse visit of Pres-
ident-elect Abraham Lincoln who was making his way by 
train from Springfield, Illinois, to Washington, D.C., for his 
inauguration. Mayor Westcott outdid himself in preparing 
for the visit. He had a large speaker’s platform constructed 
at the train station, complete with flags and bunting, and 
invited Syracusans out to meet their next president. When 

Lincoln’s train arrived, however, the President-elect 
stood on the back of the train, admired the fine 

trappings, and stated that he had neither the 
time nor energy to make a speech to the thou-
sands of citizens that had turned out. The 
train then pulled out of the station. 
The only blot on an otherwise outstanding 
life was Amos Westcott’s involvement with 

the Cardiff Giant. When the giant was “dis-
covered” locally in 1869, Westcott was one of 

the individuals who financially backed what  be-
came known as one of the greatest hoaxes in Amer-

ican history.  When the deception was exposed, Westcott 
was totally humiliated by his involvement and he never re-
covered from the incident. He became very despondent and 
finally took his own life in 1873.   
The next time you’re traveling on Westcott Street, take a mo-
ment to remember a man who was truly a pillar of the Syra-
cuse community, Dr. Amos Westcott.  z

Pascals has scheduled RCS to meet in 
The Members Lounge on May 6 and June 10

MARY LOU THOMPSON
April 25
Joined: August 2002

DAVID "DAVE" de SILVA
April 27
Joined: September 1991

Put Consensus Back on CNY's Agenda
An editorial from syracuse.com - April 25, 2016

Here's a word you haven't heard in the news in a few weeks: 
Consensus. While most of us were distracted by that shiny 
object, the New York presidential primary, discussion about 
the future size and scope of local government went on a good 
deal more quietly than it had been.
The Consensus Commission, short for the Commission on 
Local Government Modernization, is still at it. The com-
mission's initial set of recommendations – including the Big 
Kahuna, merging Syracuse and Onondaga County govern-
ments – stirred up some passionate and meaty public discus-
sion. It's time to pick up that conversation where we left off.
Consensus is still holding public meetings (more than 50 to 
date) and plans to take public comments until the public runs 
out of things to say. However, there is a May 1 cutoff for 
comments if you wish them to be included in the commis-
sion's final report, due in late spring.
Members of the commission will take all that feedback and 
decide whether to keep, modify or toss any of its preliminary 
recommendations. Once final recommendations are made, 
it's up to the region's elected officials to decide what to do 
with them. If you haven't yet engaged in this discussion, take 
some time to read the commission's report. Find a public 
meeting to attend. Send in a comment. We all have a stake 
in the outcome and the more voices in the mix, the better.  z

http://syracuse.com
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novative project Inner City is organizing to promote the good works 
of Rotary in Central New York by distributing shopping bags embla-
zoned with Rotary logos, etc. at InterFaith Works’ annual Duck Race 
scheduled for the inner harbor on Saturday, June 11. Prez Bob referred 
her requests to the SRC Board for further consideration.
We sang to our lone Birthdayite, Ryan Clapper, and proceeded to the 
weekly 50/50 drawing where Frank Decker drew (unsuccessfully) for 
the Red Queen, leaving the $5 to Harry Schumm who was able to 
be with us this week, thanks to the generosity of John Marsellus who 
picked him up at his home in Lafayette. 
PP Jim Morrow filled us in on his dad’s (PP Dan) adventuresome 
boat trip up the Intracoastal Waterway, replete with danger, intrigue 
and damaged boats, along with bruised egos. Pronouncing Dan’s trip 
a success so far, we were left to imagine if that’s success, what’s ahead 
for Cap’n Dan? Tune in next week….
Lots of happy dollars again today, including one from John Marsellus 
to help defray Dan’s boat insurance and another from Mary Lou for 
being rescued from  the “den of iniquity” to babysit her grandchildren.
PP Denny introduced our speakers, Cathy Richardson, one of the 3 
co-chairs of Consensus, and Kathy Murphy (Pietrafesa), Chair of Syr-
acuse 20/20 and a staff member of Consensus. In a very entertaining, 
enthusiastic and informative manner, they briefed us on the current 
state of the work of Consensus and what’s ahead. Formed about 2 
years ago, Consensus, aka The Commission on Local Government 
Modernization, is helping to shape a vision for more effective and effi-
cient local governance in Onondaga County. Fueled by a good baseline 
report by an experienced consultant, Cathy said that Consensus has 
three basic goals—more effective and efficient government, economic 
growth and more diverse representation. She reported a startling fact 
contained in their baseline report to the effect that Onondaga County 
has seen no growth since 1970, an unsustainable situation. In addition 
to that “bad news”, it appears that our tax base is disappearing, we have 
exceptional poverty rates, our real property taxes are way too high, we 
lag in economic development, there are too few jobs and many munic-
ipalities are going to be in a deficit position before long. “We can do 
better” is Consensus’ tag line. 
Its Preliminary Options Report, issued earlier this year, contains 51 
options including shared purchasing/training agreements, shared 
maintenance and planning of infrastructure and assets, creation of 
metro authorities and agencies (like the County Library) and final-
ly, at # 51, a new metro government, which obviously has drawn the 
most attention. Consensus’ final report and recommendations is due 
out later this year, and both C(K)athys expressed the hope that it will 
be seriously considered and implemented to the maximum extent pos-
sible, if only for one reason—every one of the cities which has gone 
through this process and implemented a more metro approach has had 
significant economic growth. Amen to that! For more on Consensus, 
go to its website at www.consensuscny.com.  z
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51 solutions for doing it better  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .from page 1 WEDNESDAY • MAY 4
GAURDIAN ANGEL SOCIETY 
BR EAK FA S T

7:30 AM CATHEDRAL ACADEMY AT POMPEI
923 N. MCBRIDE STREET SYRACUSE

If you have interest in the breakfast, please 
get call Marylin Galimi (315-952-9720).

2016-17 Grant Cycle 
Opens Monday 5/2

James Morrow, 2016-17 P&C Chair

The Rotary Club of Syracuse (RCS), now well 
into its second century of existence, has enjoyed 
a long history of service to the Greater Syracuse 
community. One form of that service has been 
to make available, under the auspices of its P&C 
Committee and the Syracuse Rotary Founda-
tion, Inc., funding for various worthy projects 
undertaken or associated with Syracuse area 
501c3 organizations. 
It is again the time of year when the Philan-
thropy & Charity Committee (P&C) opens its 
doors to accept grant applications from any or-
ganization with 501c3 status or is sponsored by 
an entity with a 501c3 designation. Beginning 
May 2, anyone interested in applying for fund-
ing from Syracuse Rotary can visit the Club's 
website (www.syracuserotary.org) and clicking 
on P&C. Hard-copy application forms can also 
be requested by emailing jim@morrowgraphics.
com. The application cycle will conclude on Au-
gust 15 when the P&C Committee begins the 
process of evaluating applicant's submissions. 
Each Rotary Year, dozens of applications are 
received by the P&C Committee and the pro-
cess of rendering a final list of grantees requires 
several weeks of committee deliberation. While 
not purely scientific, the approach the com-
mittee members employ is a diligent one with 
each member rating applications using guide-
lines based on numerous variables including, the 
President's theme, new programs, capital expen-
ditures or start up projects. Special consideration 
is usually given to projects that will benefit chil-
dren, literacy or education.  z

http://www.consensuscny.com
http://www.syracuserotary.org
mailto:jim@morrowgraphics.com
mailto:jim@morrowgraphics.com
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www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor Syracuse Rotary Press  
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If you haven't visited the Club website, you should . . . www.syracuserotary.org

The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; the 
Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42 in the Ro-
tary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., the not-for-profit 
philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. Together, the Club and 
the Foundation have served the Greater Syracuse community with un-
common distinction and vigor, leaving a long trail of accomplishment in 
the best of Rotary’s traditions, all of which has contributed to giving The 
Rotary Club of Syracuse an honored position in our community.
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