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Council on Legislation Met in Chicago
Clubs granted greater flexibility in meeting & membership

www.rotary.org

Representatives from Rotary clubs 
worldwide gathered in Chicago in 
April to consider changes to the pol-
icies that guide Rotary International 
and its member clubs.
The Council on Legislation meets ev-
ery three years and is an essential part 
of Rotary's governance. The represen-

tatives, one from each Rotary district, 
reviewed and voted on proposals that 
seek to change Rotary's constitution-
al documents and on resolutions that 
express an opinion or make a recom-
mendation to the Rotary International 
Board of Directors.
Many of this year's changes were de-
signed to increase membership by giv-

This Week: The Vision of Consensus
M. Catherine Richardson to present to Syracuse Rotary Friday

Program Committee

Consensus, the commis-
sion on local government 
modernization, is helping 
to shape a vision for more 
effective and efficient local 
governance in Onondaga 
County. Through Con-
sensus, our community is 
taking a leadership role 
in New York and defining 
for ourselves how we want 
to be organized and gov-
erned locally. With data 
driven solutions, our government struc-
tures, designed in the 18th century, can 
be modernized to meet the needs of the 
21st century, with local resources fo-
cused equitably and effectively to help 
our economy and protect our commu-
nity assets. We’re building Consensus 
to find these solutions together.

Consensus is led by three 
distinguished co-chairs: 
Neil Murphy, who most 
recently served as pres-
ident of SUNY College 
of Environmental Sci-
ence and Forestry; Cath-
erine Richardson a re-
tired attorney with the 
firm Bond, Schoeneck & 
King, PLLC; and former 
US Congressman James 
Walsh.
Bi-partisan support for 

the creation of the commission and its 
work on behalf of Onondaga Coun-
ty residents includes a $250,000 state 
grant secured by State Senator John A. 
DeFrancisco, chairman of the Senate 
Finance Committee, and supported by 
State Senator David J. Valesky.

see ROTARY page 3
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A Look Ahead
APRIL 22
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Consensus

APRIL 29
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Oakwood Cemetary 

"Live Oaks & Dead Folks"

MAY 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Feff Uniatas Duo 
A Musical Treat

MAY 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Father George Coyne 

LeMoyne professor of astronomy

MAY 20
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Outstanding Senior Award 

Luncheon

see CITY, COUNTY page 2

M. Catherine Richardson, 
Co-Chair, Consensus
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City, County support modernization     from page 1

The commission has received broad support from the com-
munity. Together, SYRACUSE 20/20, CenterState CEO, 
FOCUS Greater Syracuse, the League of Women Vot-
ers of Syracuse Metropolitan Area, Onondaga Citizens 
League and the Homebuilders & Remodelers Association 
of CNY called for the creation of a local government mod-
ernization commission. It was also one of four key initiates 
outlined in the region's business plan – The CenterState 
Agenda for Economic Opportunity.
Onondaga County is the first county in New York to cre-
ate such a commission. The analysis and recommendations 
made in Onondaga County will serve as a blueprint for 
other communities across the state.
With strong support from County Executive Joanie Ma-
honey and Mayor Stephanie Miner, in 2013, the Ononda-
ga County Legislature and the Syracuse Common Council 
passed joint resolutions seeking state funding to hire an 
outside consultant who will support the efforts of Syracuse 
20/20 as it studies how municipal services are provided and 
what opportunities exist to modernize. The commission is 
expected to complete its analysis and make its recommen-
dations to the community.
M. Catherine Richardson, Co-Chair, Consensus, is a re-
tired member of Bond Schoeneck and King PLLC, with 
whom she spent her entire legal career. During that time 
she was a business lawyer who represented all size busi-
nesses, school districts and large not for profits engaged in 
the healthcare industry.
Catherine said, " I am excited to be a part of this commis-
sion and its work, and believe that we have an opportunity 
to engage the community in a process that will accommo-
date new and exciting growth. At every opportunity, we 
will be emphatic that real actions leading to real change 
be taken."
After years of development and 18 months of citizen-led 
review and discussion, the City of Syracuse and Onondaga 
County stand at the forefront of communities across New 
York State and around the country. Our community now 
stands ready to create a new vision of what we want our 
local government structures to look like for generations to 
come.
The release of the Preliminary Options Report on January 
26 marks the beginning of a public comment period which 
concludes on May 1. Based on public feedback received 
during this time, a final report to the community will be 
published this spring.   z

Onondaga Co. Governance
A Call to Action: We Can Do Better

www.cgr.org

Henrico County, VA has a population similiar to Onon-
daga County, close to 500,000 people. Henrico encom-
passes two municipalities and has a total of fifteen elected 
officials. Onondaga County has 35 municipalities and 207 
elected officials. That is four times the respctive amounts 
for Mecklenburg County, NC which has a population of 
almost 1 million.
Onondaga County looks like this:

• 1 city
• 1 county
• 19 towns
• 15 villages
• 18 school districts
• 16 police departments
• 55 fire departments
• 38 highway departments
• 143 water districts
• Zoning ordinances 
• Subdivision regulations
• 300 people serve on planning boards

For more information, the Consensus website has dozens 
of Reports, Resources, Case Studies, and other documents 
avaialble for download. Visit: https://www.cgr.org/consen-
suscny/document-library/   z

WEDNESDAY • MAY 4
GAURDIAN ANGEL SOCIETY 
BR EAK FA S T

7:30 AM CATHEDRAL ACADEMY AT POMPEI
923 N. MCBRIDE STREET SYRACUSE

If you have interest in the breakfast, please get in 
touch with Marylin Galimi (315-952-9720) by April 20.

Pascals has scheduled RCS to meet in 
The Members Lounge on May 6 and June 10

https://www.cgr.org/consensuscny/document-library/
https://www.cgr.org/consensuscny/document-library/
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ing clubs greater flexibility in the tim-
ing and the nature of their meetings. 
Other proposals would amend mem-
bership requirements. Over the de-
cades, Council representatives have de-
bated virtually every nuance of Rotary 
policy and membership and attendance 
rules. The five-day meeting was one of 
Rotary's primary agents for change, 
allowing the organization to evaluate 
and enhance its relevance in a rapidly 
changing world.
The 2016 Council on Legislation may 
well be remembered as one of the most 
progressive in Rotary history.
Not only did this Council grant clubs 
more freedom in determining their 
meeting schedule and membership, it 
also approved an increase in per capita 
dues of $4 a year for three years. The 
increase will be used to enhance Rota-
ry’s website, improve online tools, and 
add programs and services to help clubs 
increase membership.
The Council is an essential element of 
Rotary’s governance. Every three years, 
members from around the world gath-
er in Chicago to consider proposed 
changes to the policies that govern the 
organization and its member clubs. 
Measures that are adopted take effect 
1 July.

The tone for this 
year was set ear-
ly, when the RI 
Board put forth 
two proposals 
that increase 
flexibility. The 
first measure 
allows clubs to 
decide to vary 
their meeting 
times, whether 
to meet online 
or in person, and 
when to cancel a 
meeting, as long 
as they meet at 

least twice a month. The second allows 
clubs flexibility in choosing their mem-
bership rules and requirements. Both 
passed.
Representatives also approved remov-
ing six membership criteria from the 
RI Constitution and replacing them 
with a simple requirement that a mem-
ber be a person of good character who 
has a good reputation in their business 
or community and is willing to serve 
the community.
The $4 per year dues increase was based 
on a five-year financial forecast that 
predicted that if Rotary didn’t either 
raise dues or make drastic cuts, its re-
serves would dip below mandated levels 
by 2020. The yearly per capita dues that 
clubs pay to RI will be $60 in 2017-18, 
$64 in 2018-19, and $68 in 2019-20. 
The next council will establish the rate 
after that.
“We are at a moment in time when we 
must think beyond the status quo,” said 
RI Vice President Greg E. Podd. “We 
must think about our future.”
Podd said the dues increase will al-
low RI to improve My Rotary, devel-
op resources so clubs can offer a better 
membership experience, simplify club 
and district reporting, improve web-

site access for Rotaractors, and update 
systems to keep Rotary in compliance 
with changing global regulations.
Also because of this Council’s deci-
sions:
A Council on Resolutions will meet 
annually online to consider resolutions 
— recommendations to the RI Board. 
Council members will be selected for 
three-year terms. They’ll participate in 
the Council on Resolutions for three 
years and the Council on Legislation 
in their final year only. The Council on 
Resolutions will free the Council on 
Legislation to concentrate on enact-
ments — changes to Rotary’s govern-
ing documents. Proponents predict that 
the Council on Legislation can then be 
shortened by a day, saving $300,000.
Rotaractors will be allowed to become 
members of Rotary clubs while they 
are still in Rotaract. Proponents ar-
gued that too few Rotaractors (around 
5 percent) join Rotary. Sometimes it’s 
because they don’t want to leave their 
Rotaract clubs before they have to, 
upon reaching age 30. It’s hoped that 
giving them more options will boost 
the numbers of qualified young leaders 
in Rotary.
The distinction between e-clubs and 
traditional clubs will be eliminated. The 
Council recognized that clubs have 
been meeting in a number of ways, and 
given this flexibility, the distinction 
was no longer meaningful. Clubs that 
have “e-club” in their names can keep 
it, however.
The reference to admission fees will be 
removed from the bylaws. Proponents 
argued that the mention of admission 
fees does not advance a modern image 
of Rotary.
A standing committee on membership 
was established, in recognition that 
membership is a top priority of the or-
ganization, and polio eradication was 
also reaffirmed to be a goal of the high-
est order.   z
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Rotary Council thinks well beyond the status quo        from page 1

Council member Dominque Dubois holds up a green card to indicate 
support of a motion while Sandeep Nurang ponders his response 
during the 2016 Council on Legislation.
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If you haven't visited the Club website, you should... www.syracuserotary.org

The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; the 
Club which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42 in the Ro-
tary world, and the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., the not-for-profit 
philanthropic arm of the Club founded in 1957. Together, the Club and 
the Foundation have served the Greater Syracuse community with un-
common distinction and vigor, leaving a long trail of accomplishment in 
the best of Rotary’s traditions, all of which has contributed to giving The 
Rotary Club of Syracuse an honored position in our community.

mailto:rotarypress@twcny.rr.com
http://www.syracuserotary.org

