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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A Recap of March 4
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

March 4 ~ What a nice sunny day, and 
lots of sunshine inside too, as Prez Bob 
brought a sizable group to order with 
the pledge, a rousing rendition of God 
Bless America (led by you know who) 
and an urge toward optimism by Rev. 

Vern as he gave his usual thoughtful in-
vocation.
Today’s program featured a mesmeriz-
ing story by our own John (50 years a 
member) Marsellus who shared with us 
the inside story of the late great Mar-

This Week: Peter Maier of INFICON
Program Committee

INFICON is a lead-
ing provider of inno-
vative instrumenta-
tion, critical sensor 
technologies, and ad-
vanced process control 
software that enhance 
productivity and qual-
ity in sophisticated 
industrial vacuum 
processes. These anal-
ysis, measurement and 
control products are 
essential for gas leak 
detection in air con-
ditioning/refrigeration and automotive 
manufacturing. They are vital to equip-
ment manufacturers and end-users in 
the complex fabrication of semicon-
ductors and thin film coatings for op-
tics, flat panel displays, solar cells and 
industrial vacuum coating applications. 
Other users of our vacuum-based pro-
cesses include the life sciences, research, 
aerospace, packaging, heat treatment, 
laser cutting and many other industrial 
processes. They also leverage their ex-
pertise in vacuum technology to provide 

unique, toxic chemical 
analysis products for 
emergency response, 
security, and environ-
mental health and 
safety.
INFICON is head-
quartered in Switzer-
land and has world-
class manufacturing 
facilities in Europe, 
the United States 
and China, as well as 
subsidiaries in Chi-
na, Finland, France, 
Germany, India, It-

aly, Japan, Korea, Liechtenstein, Sin-
gapore, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, 
the United Kingdom and the United 
States.
INFICON is ISO 9001 and ISO 14001 
registered at their main locations. Many 
of their instruments are manufactured 
RoHS compliant.
Holding a Master's degree in Finance, 
Computer Science and Engineering 
from the University of Karlsruhe in 
Germany, Peter Maier is the President 

see NO PUNCHES page 3

THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE • CLUB #42 • ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 7150 • CHARTERED 1912 • FRIDAY, MARCH 18, 2016

A Look Ahead
MARCH 18

11:00 am 
Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Grant Update 
Jennifer Kelley of 
Jowonio School

Program 
Peter Maier: President and CEO 

INFICON

MARCH 25
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Kristin Barrett-Anderson 

St. Marianne Cope Museum

APRIL 1
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Debbie Stack 

WCNY Public Radio

APRIL 8
Members Lounge 

11:00 am 
RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
TBA

Pascals has scheduled RCS to meet 
in The Members Lounge on: 

April 8, April 15, 
May 6, and June 10

Peter Maier, President, INFICON
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of INFICON Inc. in Syr-
acuse. Mr. Maier has been 
serving in this position since 
December 2007. Over this 
time period the business grew 
over 50% and has expanded 
its leadership position in the 
markets it serves.
Before serving as President 
of INFICON Inc., Mr. Mai-
er contributed to the success 
of INFICON in several key 
roles moving from Direc-
tor of Information Systems 
to Division Controller to 
the Chief Financial Officer 
position of the INFICON 
Group, which he held for 
eight years. Prior to join-
ing INFICON, Mr. Maier 
was a Project Manager and 
Consultant at Deloitte Con-
sulting for two years. From 
1992 to 1994, he served as a 
Controller for Heidelberg-
er Druckmaschinen AG in 
Germany.
Outside of his work at IN-
FICON, Mr. Maier gives 
back to the manufacturing 
community by actively par-
ticipating in various orga-
nizations. He serves on the 
Board of Directors for the 
Manufacturer's Association 
of Central New York, Cen-
terState CEO, Central New 
York Business Alliance and 
United Way of Central New 
York.  Peter is also a dedicat-
ed husband to his wife Mi-
chele, and father to his three 
children, Jacqueline, Phillip 
and Kai.  z
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50/50 Drawing
32 CARDS REMAIN 

JACKPOT $165.00+

Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A Recap of March 11
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

March 11 ~ After a teasing streak of warm 
weather, we settled into our normal March 
doldrums with rain and cool winds. So it 
was good to be inside to enjoy the warmth 
of Rotarian hospitality. Earl Fontenot and 
Lynn Fox from Clear Path for Veterans 
were with us today to share the very im-
pressive work being done by this outstand-
ing local organization.
But before all that Prez Bob was in good 
form as he gaveled us to order for the 
pledge, a patriotic song and the invoca-
tion by PP Denny who recited a beautiful 
extended version of the Irish Blessing in 
honor of St. Patrick’s Day. In addition, we 
paused for a moment of silence in memo-
ry of Anthony Falcone, brother of Dr. Al, 
who died recently.
Scott Evans deftly handled the 50/50, 
with John Bertram drawing unsuccess-
fully for the Red Queen and none other 
than spouse Cheryl Evans walking away 
with the 5 bucks. Great team work! Lots 
and lots of happy dollars today including 
one from PP Gary who following cataract 

surgery observed  that he was surprised at 
how old we all looked…
PE Doug introduced our program featur-
ing Clear Path for Veterans, a prior Syracuse 
Rotary grantee and New York’s premiere 
veteran resource center. Earl Fontenot, 
Director of Programs and Services, and a 
former vet himself, gave us an overview of 
the extensive programming at Clear Path 
including owner dog training  wellness, 
peer mentoring, culinary, recreation and 
family resets. All this is accomplished on 
their beautiful 80 acre campus just east of 
Fayetteville, which includes a communi-
ty center, walking trails, basketball courts, 
strawberry fields and a public golf course. 
The basic purpose of their programming is 
to successfully integrate vets back into the 
community. Impressively, most of the funds 
Clear Path receives from government and 
private sources remain right here in CNY, 
with approximately 86% of their revenues 
directed toward programming. Earl invited 
us to visit Clear Path and to consider vol-
unteering in any number of interest areas. 
For more information, consult Clear Path’s 
web site at www.clearpathforvets.com.  z

INFICON . . . .  from page 1

Nancy Reagan Buried in Marsellus Casket
syracuse.com  ~ March 10

Former first lady Nancy Reagan was bur-
ied last Friday in a Marsellus Casket made 
in Syracuse before the company's factory 
closed in 2003.
John D. Marsellus, great-grandson of Mar-
sellus Casket Co. founder John Marsellus 
and a former president of the company, 
confirmed to syracuse.com that the solid 
mahogany casket in which Nancy Reagan 
was buried is a "Marsellus Masterpiece" 
model made in Syracuse.
Marsellus said the casket, the company's 
top of the line model, is similar to the one 
that Nancy Reagan selected for her hus-
band, former President Ronald Reagan, 

when he died in 2004. The former presi-
dent's casket also was made in Syracuse by 
the company.  z

A police officer walks by the casket of former first 
lady Nancy Reagan during a change of the color 
guard at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 
in Simi Valley, CA.

http://www.clearpathforvets.com
http://www.syracuse.com/business-news/index.ssf/2016/03/nancy_reagan_to_be_buried_in_marsellus_casket_made_in_syracuse_1.html
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sellus Casket Company. I suspect the 
good size of the crowd was directly 
attributable to John’s presentation. We 
even had Dr. Al Falcone joining us via 
Skype….
PP Brad pitched us on attending a 
yet TBD performance in April of the 
Phantom of the Opera. Several have 
already signed up, so if you’re interest-
ed in attending, please get your order 
to Brad soon so he can arrange a good 
group rate. Prez Bob turned to Tom 
O’Shea for a touching and heart felt 
ode to his (and our) old Rotary buddy, 
Spencer Wallace, retired general man-
ager of Hotel Syracuse, who recently 
passed away at the grand age of 92. Old 
timers will surely remember the good 
spirited barbs between Tom and Spen-
ce which always enlivened our Friday 
meetings.
Mary Lou presided over the 50/50 
where lucky PP Pete Seiffert took the 
$5, leaving PP Volker to draw, un-
successfully it developed, for the Red 
Queen. Better luck next week. Lots of 
happy dollars today, really too many to 
enumerate but good evidence of the 
upbeat spirit in the room.

PP Denny introduced (well, greeted, as 
John needs no introduction) our speak-
er today, our own John Marsellus, the 
fourth generation of Marselluses to 
lead the legendary Marsellus Casket 
Company. Starting in 1872 when John’s 
great grandfather, John “Whiskers” 
Marsellus, a true visionary, disembarked 
in Syracuse from a Erie Canal packet 
boat, the company, as John observed, 

had a great 130 year run before suc-
cumbing to forces beyond the family’s 
control in 2003. Taking us generation 
by generation, John sketched a fasci-
nating story of great successes and great 
challenges as the family company grew 
and developed a reputation for mak-
ing the finest hardwood caskets in the 
world. Taking the reins in 1978, John 
nourished the culture of excellence and 
family among their employees and with 
the help of many, including the uncle 
of our own Dave DeSilva and our good 
Rotarian friend, Dick Ford, worked 
on and then executed upon a strategic 
business plan which culminated in a 
leveraged family buyout and the acqui-
sition of a new manufacturing facility 
in 1988 near Carrier Circle. Beginning 
with JFK’s funeral in 1963, the com-
pany benefited from a large number of 
high profile funerals including Presi-
dent Reagan’s funeral in 2004 which 
featured one of the company’s last cas-
kets. You could have heard a pin drop 
as John skillfully engaged his audience 
as he wove the compelling story of one 
of the giants in Syracuse manufacturing 
history. If you weren’t there, you missed 
a good one!  z

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

No punches pulled telling company's story  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from page 1
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March 15
Joined: March 1978

BRADLEY "BRAD" STRAIT
March 17
Joined: March 1985

JOHN C. BERTRAM
March 18
Joined: October 1986

John D. Marsellus March 4 at Syracuse Rotary.

7150 Conference April 29 thru May 1

Click on the banner above to register online for the 
annual District 7150 Conference in Auburn on April 
29 through May 1. (http://rotary7150.org/Page/district-conference-2016)

http://www.crsadmin.com/EventPortal/Registrations/PublicFill/EventPublicFill.aspx?evtid=7a62f84f-34d1-4537-a7bc-e6f9db2ba067
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www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor Syracuse Rotary Press  
rotarypress@twcny.rr.com

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

If you haven't visited the Club website, you should... www.syracuserotary.org

The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; the Club 
which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42 in the Rotary world, and 
the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., the not-for-profit philanthropic arm of the 
Club founded in 1957. Together, the Club and the Foundation have served the 
Greater Syracuse community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving a long 
trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all of which has contrib-
uted to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an honored position in our community.

mailto:rotarypress@twcny.rr.com
http://www.syracuserotary.org

