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The Man Who Created the Phantom
www.thephantomoftheopera.com

Gaston Leroux, the versatile French au-
thor who created The Phantom of the 
Opera, was a man with an abiding pas-
sion for the theatre and it seems appro-
priate that after years of struggle, writ-
ing newspaper reviews and a number 
of unsuccessful plays, he should have 
left his mark on literature with a novel 

about an extraordinary episode in the 
history of France’s greatest opera house.
Admittedly, it has taken the magic of 
the cinema, and the art of the drama-
tist to familiarize the public with The 
Phantom of the Opera, but Leroux also 
managed to capture in his pages the at-
mosphere of the times he was writing 
about – the latter part of the nineteenth 

This Week: CNY Books for the World
Ward Vuilemot and Hal Brown at Syracuse Rotary Friday

Program Committee

Rotarian Books for the 
World is a collaborative 
effort among Rotary 
Clubs, affiliated youth 
clubs, other community 
and service organiza-
tions and The Second 
Wind Foundation. Their 
objective is to provide 
K-6th grade picture/sto-
rybooks, K-12th grade 
textbooks, library and 
professional books to regions of the 
world where books are needed to create 
opportunities for a better way of life.
Many Rotary clubs have developed 
partnerships with businesses, youth 
groups, schools, fraternities and com-
munity organizations which have of-
fered volunteer labor or financial sup-
port. These partnerships help build 
awareness and a strong positive image 
for Rotary.

At the local level, Rotary 
Clubs publicize the proj-
ect, collect the books, 
and pack them into stan-
dard-size cartons. Once 
24 cartons are complete-
ly filled and stacked onto 
a pallet, they are trucked 
to a warehouse in upstate 
New York where they are 
weighed and shipped to 
a Rotary-operated ware-
house in Houston, Texas.

Books from all US Rotary collection 
centers are then  packed into a shipping 
container and sent via container ship to 
third world distribution centers man-
aged by Rotarians. 
Books are then unpacked and offered at 
no cost to schools, teachers and librar-
ies. Often the shipping container itself 
is converted into a school or classroom. 

see LEROUX page 2 & 3
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A Look Ahead
FEBRUARY 26

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Books for the World

Red House grant update

MARCH 4
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
John Marsellus 

"A Short History of the 
Marsellus Casket Company"

MARCH 11
11:00 am 

Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Earl Fontenot of 

Clear Path for Veterans

MARCH 18
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Peter Maier: President and CEO 

INFICON

Pascals has scheduled RCS to meet 
in The Members Lounge on: 
March 4, April 8, April 15, 

May 6, and June 10

see ROTARIAN page 3

http://www.thephantomoftheopera.com
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century when France was rampant with belief in the super-
natural and the spirit world.
Born in Paris in 1868, Gaston Leroux is himself as interest-
ing as his story. Photographs reveal him to have been a big, 
rather plump man with slicked back dark hair and a mous-
tache, who dressed fashionably and sported a gold pince-nez. 
He was evidently a flamboyant character and once claimed 
that his family were directly descended from William the 
Conqueror.
Although his literary inclinations put him at the top of his 
class, when his father decided that he was to become a law-
yer, Gaston changed from an energetic pupil to an 
idle student. The theatre was obviously gripping his 
imagination and, it is not surprising that after he 
finally completed his legal study and was called to 
the bar as a probationer, he continued to write in his 
spare time.
However, the course of his life was changed when 
his father died suddenly and left him heir to a for-
tune of almost one million francs. At once, Gaston 
abandoned the law and flung himself into a round of 
gambling, (poker was his particular vice) and plea-
sure in the colorful society of Paris. In less than a 
year he had squandered his inheritance.
Not downhearted, Leroux begged a job on L’Echo 
de Paris in 1890 and was asked to combine his 
knowledge of the law and love of the theater as court 
reporter and drama critic! It was as an investigative 
reporter that Leroux found the greatest satisfaction 
at this period of his life. His paper allowed him to 
probe suspected malpractice in the local police force 
and public administration and his hard-hitting re-
ports not only exposed several corrupt officials but 
also made his name as a journalist.
This passport to adventure took him from Finland, 
south to the Caspian Sea, through Italy, Egypt and 
Morocco, frequently disguising himself in order to 
be able to witness events at first hand.
The strain on his health and a natural enough de-
sire to settle down with his family made him give 
up the footloose life of a roving correspondent and 
become a novelist. His first books were unashamed 
pot-boilers, full of blood and thunder. Then, in 1907, 
he used his admiration for Edgar Allan Poe and Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle to develop a young detective, 
Joseph Rouletabille, who solved a seemingly impos-
sible crime committed in a locked room. The book 
was called The Mystery of the Yellow Room.

In 1911 he published Le Fantôme de l’Opéra, introducing 
it to his readers by explaining how he carried out his own 
enquiries into the strange events that had occurred in the 
famous Opera House in the 1880s. He tells of how he visited 
the huge underground lake where the Phantom hid and even 
stumbled upon the skeletons of “some poor wretches who 
had been massacred under the Commune in the cellars of 
the Opera.”
However, sales of the book were only moderate and the re-
views – such as they were – were disappointing. The only 
kind of public interest seems to have been generated by the 
serialization of the story in French, English and American 
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Where can you find the books? 
Books can be found in closets, storage areas, libraries, schools 
and churches. Rotary clubs work closely with local school dis-
tricts to obtain surplus textbooks and at local public libraries 
during periodic book sales. 

Where do the books go? 
Primary destinations are ports in South Africa such as Cape 
Town and Johannesburg. Shipments have also been sent to 
India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Argentina, Ecuador, Nicaragua, 
Honduras, Jordan, Lebanon, and other parts of our world.

What is the cost? 
Materials sufficient for one pallet of books are supplied for a 
cost of $150. This includes the costs of book cartons, tape, tape 
gun, labels and local transportation. The Second Wind Founda-
tion provides additional funds for the cost of overseas shipping. 
The Central New York Books for the World Project began in 
2008. More than 70 Rotary clubs and Interact clubs in upstate 
New York, from Districts 7150, 7170, 7190, and 7040 have been 
a part of this project, collecting and shipping more than 200 
pallets of books. The CNY Rotary clubs have been supported by 
more than 50 businesses and community organizations. CNY 
Books for the World joins US Rotary clubs from Wisconsin, 
Texas, Oregon, California and Florida, and other regions.

District 7150
D7150 Central Region Clubs Regional Coordinator is Hal 
Brown (hfbrown2@aol.com). Clubs included are: Canastota, 
Cazenovia, Chittenango, DeWitt, Eastwood, eClub NY1, Fay-
etteville-Manlius, Oneida Shores, Syracuse Inner City, Syra-
cuse, Syracuse Sunrise, and Tully.
See more at: www.cnybooksfortheworld.org.

Leroux did not live to see the full triumph of his Opera story...

Rotarian-managed BFW effort               from page 1

mailto:hfbrown2%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.cnybooksfortheworld.org/SitePage/regions-contacts#sthash.SvCjB2cD.dpuf
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P&C Honor Roll
As of February 19, the following 43 Syracuse Rotarians, leaving 11 members in the 

dust, have given exactly $10,310 to the 2015-16 P&C Campaign. Thank you! 
Baldwin, Dennis
Bertram, John
Carmody, Virginia
Charters, Alex
Clapper, Ryan
Decker, Frank
Delmonico, Joseph E.
DeAngelo, George W.
De Silva, David
Dwyer, Kim
Falcone, Alfred

Galimi, Marylin
George, Michael
Gladziszewski,James
Grandy, Chris
Iltsch, Steven M.
Karon, Stephen
Kosoff, Allen
Leach, Ray
Lee, Vernon
Lewien, John R.
Marsellus, John D.

Marty, Frederick
Masci, Michael
Morrow, Dan
Morrow, Jim
Nash, James
O'Shea, Tom
Pickett, Robert
Platt, H. Thomas
Sargent, Robert G.
Schumm, Harold
Seiffert, Peter

Sherburne, Robert
Smith, Douglas
Spadafora, Patrick
Strait, Bradley
Thompson, Mary Lou
Ural, Matthew
Visconti, Kevin
Wall-Bollinger, Sara M.
Weiss, Volker
Wilson, Gary

The Phantom of the Opera in Syracuse
The Phenomenal Musical Success comes to The Landmark

Brad Strait, Activities Committee

Cameron Mackintosh’s spectacular new 
production of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 
will come to Syracuse as part of a brand 
new North American Tour.
Critics are raving that this breathtak-
ing production is “bigger and better 
than ever before” and features a brilliant 
new scenic design by Paul Brown, Tony 
Award-winning original costume de-
sign by Maria Björnson, lighting design 
by Tony Award-winner Paule Consta-
ble, new choreography by Scott Ambler, 
and new staging by director Laurence 
Connor.
The production, overseen by Matthew 
Bourne and Cameron Mackintosh, 
boasts many exciting special effects in-
cluding the show’s legendary chandelier. 
The beloved story and thrilling score – 
with songs like “Music of the Night,” 
“All I Ask Of You,” and “Masquerade” – 
will be performed by a cast and orches-

tra of 52, making this PHANTOM one 
of the largest productions now on tour.
Bradley Strait is arranging for a group 
of Syracuse Rotarians and their signif-
icant others to attend a performance at 
the historic Syracuse Landmark The-
ater. Tickets range from $38 to $128 
and Brad will attempt to get a group 
rate if there is enough interest.
The following evening performances 
are being considered:

APRIL 6 – 7:30 PM 
APRIL 7 – 7:30 PM 
APRIL 8 – 8:00 PM 
APRIL 9 – 8:00 PM 
APRIL 10 – 6:30 PM 
APRIL 12 – 7:30 PM 
APRIL 13 – 7:30 PM 
APRIL 14 – 7:30 PM 
APRIL 15 – 8:00 PM 
APRIL 16 – 8:00 PM

If you are interested in attending, please 
see Brad Strait at a Rotary meeting or 
call him at (585) 905-0662.

Leroux did not live to see the full triumph of his Opera story...
newspapers with suitably graph-
ic illustrations of the Phantom 
stalking the dimly lit caverns of 
the Opera House. It was to be 
the reading of this serial by a re-
searcher for Universal Pictures 
which set in motion the chain of 
events which were to bring the 
The Phantom of the Opera to the 
screen for the first time in 1925 
and make a star of Lon Chaney 
Snr.
Tragically, Leroux did not live to 
see the full triumph of his Opera 
story, though it is believed he did 
visit the cinema in Paris to see the 
Universal film in 1926. He was 
by then in failing health and died 
of uraemia on 15 April 1927. He 
was 59 years old and had written 
over sixty novels, none of which 
had made him rich. Today, copies 
of most are difficult to find aside 
from The Phantom of the Opera 
and The Mystery of the Yellow 
Room.
In the three quarters of a century 
of his existence, the Phantom had 
undeniably over-shadowed his 
creator and, at the same time, be-
come a familiar term in everyday 
use. What a wry smile that would 
surely have given the former jour-
nalist and theatre lover after all 
these years!  z

50/50 Drawing
35 CARDS REMAIN 

JACKPOT $143.00+

The Redhouse Arts Center began when a small group of local artists decided to 
search for a home. In August of 2001, they found it. Though old and neglected, the 
three-story brick building had character and potential. It needed major renova-
tions and in September of 2002 a capital campaign was launched to raise the $1.4 
million required to transform a former boarding house into a home for the arts.

The Redhouse 
Arts Center

$1000 RCS Grant Recipient
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www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor Syracuse Rotary Press  
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If you haven't visited the Club website, you should... www.syracuserotary.org

The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. is really comprised of two entities; the Club 
which was chartered on June 1, 1912 as Club Number 42 in the Rotary world, and 
the Syracuse Rotary Foundation, Inc., the not-for-profit philanthropic arm of the 
Club founded in 1957. Together, the Club and the Foundation have served the 
Greater Syracuse community with uncommon distinction and vigor, leaving a long 
trail of accomplishment in the best of Rotary’s traditions, all of which has contrib-
uted to giving The Rotary Club of Syracuse an honored position in our community.

mailto:rotarypress@twcny.rr.com
http://www.syracuserotary.org

