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Eastwood Club Honors Herb Jerry
facebook.com/eastwoodrotary

Eastwood Rotary honored their 
dear friend and club member, 
PDG Herb Jerry, who is suffering 
from a terrible cancer. The Club 
celebrated Herb’s commitment to 
service above self with a $1,800 
donation to District 7150’s Ro-
tary Youth Leadership Awards 
(RYLA).  z

This Week: A State of the State Discussion
DOT Commissioner and Former Syracuse Mayor Matt Driscoll

Program Committee

Throughout his time as Governor, An-
drew Cuomo, re-elected in 2014, has 
been working to make New York State 
communities stronger and safer. This 
includes restoring New York’s repu-
tation as the progressive capital of the 
nation – with groundbreaking accom-
plishments like passing marriage equal-
ity, enacting the strongest gun safety 
laws in the nation, implementing com-
prehensive policies to combat sexual 
violence on college campuses, and an-
nouncing a plan to end the AIDS epi-
demic in New York State by 2020. The 
Governor is also supporting working 
families and individuals through efforts 
that include fighting to raise the mini-
mum wage to $15 an hour and enact a 
robust paid family leave policy.
On Wednesday, Governor Andrew 
M. Cuomo announced a report by the 
State Department of Labor detailing 
the impact of a $15 minimum wage 

for New York workers and their fami-
lies. In total, 2.3 million New Yorkers 
will earn higher wages and as a result, 
increase spending power by more than 
$15.7 billion across New York State. 
The Governor is urging the State Leg-
islature to pass his phased-in minimum 
wage proposal this session.

see DRISCOLL page 2
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A Look Ahead
FEBRUARY 12

ROTARY BUSINESS WILL BE HELD AT 
JUSTINS GRILL 

NEAR CARRIER CIRCLE 

11:00 am 
Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Governor Cuomo's 

Commisioners on Budget

FEBRUARY 19
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
American Heart Association

FEBRUARY 26
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Books for the World

Red House grant update

MARCH 4
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
John Marsellus 

A Short History of the 
Marsellus Casket Company

Pascals has scheduled RCS to meet 
in The Members Lounge on: 

February 26, April 8, April 15, 
May 6, and June 10

Gov. Andrew Cuomo talks with former 
Syracuse Mayor Matt Driscoll on a visit to 
Geddes in 2012. Driscoll became Department 
of Transportation commissioner in 2015.

Eastwood Rotary donated $1,800 to RYLA in honor 
of long time Eastwood Rotarian, PDG Herb Jerry.



Page - 2

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2016

ALL SYRACUSE ROTARY BUSINESS 
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WILL BE AT JUSTINS GRILL 
OFF OF CARRIER CIRCLE

Driscoll to bring Cuomo's message      from page 1

P&C Honor Roll
As of February 8, the following 40 Syracuse Rotarians have given exactly 

$10,00 to the 2015-16 P&C Campaign.  Thank you!

Baldwin, Dennis
Bertram, John
Carmody, Virginia
Charters, Alex
Clapper, Ryan
De Silva, David
Decker, Frank
Delmonico, Joseph E.
Dwyer, Kim
Falcone, Alfred
Galimi, Marylin
George, Michael
Gladziszewski,James
Iltsch, Steven M.

Karon, Stephen
Kosoff, Allen
Leach, Ray
Lee, Vernon
Lewien, John R.
Marsellus, John D.
Marty, Frederick
Masci, Michael
Morrow, Dan
Morrow, Jim
Nash, James
O'Shea, Tom
Pickett, Robert
Platt, H. Thomas

Sargent, Robert G.
Schumm, Harold
Seiffert, Peter
Sherburne, Robert
Smith, Douglas
Spadafora, Patrick
Strait, Bradley
Thompson, Mary Lou
Visconti, Kevin
Wall-Bollinger, Sara M.
Weiss, Volker
Wilson, Gary

“If you work full time, you shouldn’t have to live in poverty – 
which is why it’s time for New York to lead the way and pass 
a $15 minimum wage,” Governor Cuomo said. “This report 
demonstrates that raising the minimum wage will provide new 
opportunity and restore economic justice to millions of New 
Yorkers. Our proposal will lift families out of poverty and cre-
ate a stronger economy for all, and I urge lawmakers to help us 
fight for fair pay for working families this year.”
Governor Cuomo is leading the fight for economic justice by 
raising the wages of hard-working New Yorkers. Under the 
Governor's leadership, New York has successfully boosted 
pay for tipped workers and increased the minimum wage to 
$15 for all fast food workers, 10,000 state workers and 28,000 
SUNY employees. In 2013, the Governor successfully secured 
an increase in the state's minimum wage for all workers to 
$9.00. As a next step, Governor Cuomo is proposing to in-
crease the minimum wage to $15, which would be the highest 
statewide minimum wage in the nation.
Over the last few weeks, several New York State agency Com-
missioners are traveling to communities across the state to de-
liver budget and State of the State presentations. The Rotary 
Club of Syracuse will welcome DOT Commissioner Matt 
Driscoll on Friday to hopefully engage the former Syracuse 
Mayor in a dialog on the state of affairs in the Empire State.
Governor Andrew Cuomo nominated Matt Driscoll to head 
the state's Department of Transportation in April 2015.
Within a month of the news that Driscoll would take over the 
DOT, Onondaga County Executive Joanie Mahoney officially 
became chairwoman of the board of the New York State Thru-
way Authority, putting two Syracuse-area leaders in charge of 
two of the state's transportation offices.
At DOT, Driscoll took charge of an agency with 8,300 work-
ers and an annual operating budget of $475 million. Last year, 
DOT was expected to do about $3.64 billion worth of road 
and bridge repair construction projects throughout the state.
Driscoll, a Democrat, was mayor of Syracuse from 2001 to 
2009 and now lives in the town of Onondaga . He succeeded 
Joan McDonald as DOT Commissioner.  z

100% of Contribution Goal 
Still Short on Participation

Jim Morrow, P&C Committee

Suzanne Williams, last week's guest speaker from 
Habitat for Humanity, won first prize in our 50/50, 
electing a chance to draw the Queen of Hearts from 
the 30 or so reamining cards. Pulling an eight of clubs 
instead of the jackpot card only increased the chances 
for the next drawing for the elusive red Queen. Second 
prize, which defaulted to the cash, went to "visiting" 
Rotarian Harry Schumm who promptly donated his 
five dollar windfall to the P&C drive. That five bucks, a 
ragged, torn and taped together fin, pushed the 2015-
16 P&C Campaign to an even ten Gs -- the goal for 
this year's drive. Thank you Harry. We couldn't have 
done it without you.
We may have reached the P&C annual contribution 
goal of $10,000 but, we are still short of attaining the 
twin goal of 100% member participation. As of Feb-
ruary 8, there are a dozen or so Syracuse Rotarians yet 
to give to the 2015-16 P&C campaign. If you haven't 
given, there is still time and pledge cards are readily 
avaialble at club meetings. 
Your pledge and/or donation can be given to John 
Lewien, treasurer of the Foundation, Denny Baldwin 
or Jim Morrow from the P&C Committee, or mailed 
to 800 Nottingham Road, Syracuse, NY 13224. Make 
your check payable to: Syracuse Rotary Foundation, 
Inc.
Let's push the total contributions over $10,000 and 
meet 100% participation for the third year in a row!  z

http://www.justins-grill.com/
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Long Evolution of Transportation: Past and Present NYS DOT
www.dot.ny.gov

With more than two cen-
turies of service that in-
cludes building the Erie 
Canal and developing 
today's highways, mass 
transit systems and jet air-
ports, the New York State 
Department of Transpor-
tation's rich history is a 
function of the Depart-
ment and its predecessors 
being the longest tenured 
line function in New York 
State government.
1777: the Office of Surveyor-Gener-
al was reorganized from its colonial 
Dutch and English beginnings to sur-
vey lands that had been vested in the 
state during and following the Revolu-
tionary war. 

Milestones of the NYSDOT:
1846: the Office of State Engineer and 
Surveyor succeeded the Surveyor-Gen-
eral's Office.
1878: the Department of Public Works 
was established with its principal duty 
to supervise the canals that were begun 
in 1817 and completed in 1825.
1907: the Public Service Commission 
assumed responsibility for the econom-
ic and safety regulation of privately op-
erated transportation; railroad and bus 
safety inspection; and, approval for the 
installation of protection for or elimi-
nation of at-grade rail highway cross-
ings.
1909: the Highway Act established the 
New York State Department of High-
ways.
1923: a unified Department of Public 
Works evolved with responsibility for 
highways, canals and public buildings.
1967: the New York State Department 
of Transportation was formed to deal 
with the state's complex transportation 

system and the ever-increasing need to 
coordinate the development of trans-
portation with each mode serving its 
best purpose.
Today, the New York State transporta-
tion network includes a state and local 
highway system that annually handles 
over 130 billion vehicle miles. This 
total system encompasses more than 
113,000 highway miles and more than 
17,400 bridges.
The NYSDOT network also includes 
an extensive 3,500-mile rail network 
over which 68 million tons of equip-
ment, raw materials, manufactured 
goods and produce are shipped each 
year; 485 public and private aviation 
facilities through which more than 80 
million people travel each year; over 
130 public transit operators, serving 
more than 80 million passengers each 
day; 12 major public and private ports.

I-81 in Syracuse
The 1944 passage of the Federal High-
way Act began an era of road building 
in the United States. New York State’s 
highway engineers began to develop a 
master plan for New York State. The 
1947 Urban Area Report for the Syra-
cuse region depicted the concept for the 
first north-south highway through the 
Syracuse region, the Townsend Street 

arterial. The arterial was 
eventually incorporated 
into the 1955 federal pub-
lication known as the Yel-
low Book, which mapped 
out what would become 
the Interstate Highway 
System.
In 1958, a decision was 
made to locate a proposed 
interstate highway on an 
elevated structure along 
Almond Street, coincid-
ing with the location of 
the Near East Side Urban 
Renewal Area. Interstate 

81 was constructed in three stages, 
opening between 1959 and 1969. The 
construction of the final section, the 
1.4-mile elevated highway, or viaduct, 
was delayed due to issues with property 
acquisition and relocation of residents.
Today I-81 is one of the most traveled 
roadways in the City of Syracuse and 
the Greater Syracuse region, carrying 
approximately 100,000 vehicles per day. 
Fifty-plus years of use and exposure to 
the extreme weather conditions in Syr-
acuse have taken a toll on portions of 
the highway, especially the viaduct. 
The NYSDOT and Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) began the 
environmental review phase of the I-81 
Viaduct Project. During this phase, the 
agencies studied alternative solutions 
to improve I-81 in the greater Syracuse 
area and examine the potential environ-
mental consequences of them. One re-
sult of this phase was a 261-page Scop-
ing Report, published in April 2015, 
outlining the overview of the project; 
its purpose, need, and objectives; al-
ternatives being advanced for further 
evaluation and development, as well as 
those potential alternatives that were 
considered and dismissed. The report 
also includes copies of the comments 
received from the public and agencies, 
as well as other appendices.  z

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

Portions of I-81, which was built in the 1950s and 1960s, are deteriorating, 
nearing the end of their useful life and do not meet current standards.

http://www.dot.ny.gov
https://www.dot.ny.gov/i81opportunities/repository/I-81%20Viaduct%20Project_Scoping%20Report%20__April%202015_0.pdf
https://www.dot.ny.gov/i81opportunities/repository/I-81%20Viaduct%20Project_Scoping%20Report%20__April%202015_0.pdf
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Did you read in your Rotarian...
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
11AM AT JUSTIN'S GRILL
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ROBERT SHERBURNE
February 7
Joined: January 2012

JOHN D. MARSELLUS
February 12
Joined: March 1965

JAMES LUTZ
February 12
Joined: May 1970

A Rotary float (top) and YMCA's Camp Iroquois float (bottom) from 
Syracuse's centennial parade in 1948. 
http://www.syracusenostalgia.com/parade.htm

When Syracuse Turned 100

Member Spotlight: 
Silvina Munilla on 
Children's Health

from the February 2016 issue of The Rotarian

At 40, Silvina Munil-
la is a successful attor-
ney, law professor, and 
16-year member of the 
Rotary Club of Cate-
dral al Sur in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. She’s 
also a driving force 
behind a project that 
brought 34 clubs across 
six countries together 
to help children with 
cancer. Through a Rota-

ry Foundation global grant, her club, along with District 
1640 (France), provided $45,100 worth of equipment to 
the Hospital de Niños Dr. Ricardo Gutierrez in Buenos 
Aires.
Munilla says her goal was to help families who have re-
ceived the worst possible news by improving the pediatric 
hospital’s infrastructure; the project supplied necessities 
including dialysis chairs and a specialized microscope. 
Munilla, a mother of four, understands what it feels like 
to get this news. Her six-year-old daughter was diagnosed 
with leukemia at age two. She underwent treatment and 
has been in remission for four years.
“You can’t imagine anything worse than a child with can-
cer,” Munilla says, acknowledging that the project has 
been a part of her healing process. “Thanks to God, and 
medicine, my daughter lived.” Through her club’s project, 
other families facing a cancer diagnosis have hope – the 
equipment will improve care for 350 children in Argenti-
na annually.  z

http://www.syracusenostalgia.com/parade.htm
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/news-media/member-spotlight-silvina-munilla-childrens-health-0
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/news-media/member-spotlight-silvina-munilla-childrens-health-0
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/news-media/member-spotlight-silvina-munilla-childrens-health-0

