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This Week: Food Redistributor Dot Foods
Dot Foods is the nation's first and largest food redistributor

Program Committee

Dot Foods offers more than 109,000 
products and delivers them in LTL 
(less-than-truckload) quan-
tities to distributors in all 
50 states and over 25 coun-
tries. This business model 
creates a win-win situation 
for everyone in the food 
supply chain.
Robert Tracy founded Dot 
Foods with the support 
of his wife Dorothy in 1960. RT and 
Dorothy knew if their new compa-
ny was going to be a success, it would 
have to be built on a strong foundation. 
So they instilled a set of values within 
Dot that has never wavered in 50 years. 
Today, the trucks in the Dot Transpor-
tation fleet bear otheir brand promise: 
Trusted values. Innovative solutions. 
Shared growth. It reminds their em-
ployees what is expected of them, and 
what their business partners can expect 
from them.

Joe Little started his career at Kenworth 
Truck Company in Springfield, MO. 
He later became the general manager 

at Central Illinois Trucks in Blooming-
ton, IL. He began his career with Dot 
Foods 27 years ago, working first at the 
corporate location in Mt. Sterling, IL, 
then at the Hagerstown, MD location,  
the Burley, ID location, and finally now 
is the general manager for Dot's Syra-
cuse Division in Liverpool, NY.
The biggest innovation founder Robert 
Tracy put in place was the company's 
original concept: food redistribution.

see SIXTY page 3

see DOT page 2
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A Look Ahead
JANUARY 15

 11:00 am 
Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Dot Foods' Joe Little, General 
Manager, Syracuse Division

JANUARY 22
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Peter Wilmer of Interfaith Works

JANUARY 29
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Marvin Druger 

SU Observatory/Author

FEBRUARY 5
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
TBA

FEBRUARY 12
 11:00 am 

Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
TBA

Pasquels has scheduled RCS to 
meet in The Members Lounge on: 
February 26, April 8, April 15, 

May 6, and June 10

Robert and Dorothy Tracy founded Dot Foods in 1960.

P&C Campaign Lags Behind Last Year
P&C Committee

Denny Baldwin, P&C Chair, reports 
that this year’s P&C Campaign is lag-
ging behind last year’s record breaking 
effort, having received as of this week 
gifts from only 31 out of 53 Syracuse 
Rotarians for an aggregate total of 

$8,145, well shy of the Club’s $10,000 
goal and 100% member participation. 
“We’d like to hear from everyone,” 
Baldwin said, “in what ever amount 
works for each individual,” before the 
campaign wraps up at the end of Jan-
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Food manufacturers are experts at product development, 
production and marketing, but their transportation systems 
are only set up to efficiently sell full truckloads of their prod-
ucts. In the United States, there are more than 15,000 dis-
tributors. Many of them are not large enough to regularly 
order from manufacturers in truckload quantities, or do not 
want to warehouse large quantities for long periods.
The answer is redistribution. Dot Foods buys full truckloads 
from 775 manufacturers and consolidates their products in 
nine distribution centers across the country. The products are 
resold in less-than-truckload (LTL) quantities to distribu-
tors on a weekly basis. There is normally no extra cost to the 
distributor when buying from Dot, and manufacturers com-
pensate to handle distribution of their costly LTL orders. It's 
a win-win for everybody along the food supply chain.
In addition to ther headquarters in Mt. Sterling, Illinois, 
Dot has eight regional distribution centers across the coun-
try. This expansive reach ensures their customers receive the 
products they need in the quantities they want, no matter 
where they are located.
Since Dot Foods have no individual product line minimums, 
distributors can order in just the quantities they need and 

with short two to four 
day lead times.
No other redistributor 
does more than Dot to 
ensure their distribu-
tors get the benefit of 
all negotiated manu-
facturer discounts and 
programs. When they 
buy from Dot, dis-
tributors get the same 
promotions, rebates 
and special pricing 
through manufactur-
ers that they did when 
buying direct. In other words, Dot acts as an extension of the 
manufacturer.
Dot is also a strong supporter of buying groups. They provide 
group members with advanced reporting technologies and 
help develop a redistribution strategy that maximizes profits 
and supply chain efficiencies. Dot also carries group private 
labels and attends all group food shows.  z
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Sixty Percent Participation 
is not enough             from page 1

LITERACY COMMITTEE PLANNING MEETING: 11:00AM, FRIDAY, JANUARY 22

NO BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK!
IF YOU FEEL THIS IS INCORRECT, 
EMAIL ROTARYPRESS@TWCNY.RR.COM

Dot Foods has been a fixture for decades                                   from page 1

FOUNDATION TRUSTEE MEETING: 11:00AM, FRIDAY, JANUARY 15

Joe Little, general manager, has been 
with Dot Foods for 27 years.

uary. Our Club’s grants to various 
community non profit organizations 
this year totaled over $40,000, and 
“we really need to help replenish the 
Foundation’s coffers” Baldwin add-
ed. For the past two years, the Club 
has met its twin goals of $10,000 
and 100% member participation, so 
Baldwin and his P&C committee are 
hoping for a “hat trick” this year in 
again achieving the Club’s campaign 
goals. For all those who have al-
ready given, Baldwin offers a sincere 
thanks.  For those yet to give, he urg-
es generous action  before Campaign 
2015 is history at the end of this 
month. Pledge cards are available 
every Friday or by mail on request, 
and all gifts should be directed to the 
Club’s office at Drumlins or handed 
in at the meeting sign in table.  z

2016-17 Board of Directors
We are half-way through our Rotary 
year and it is time to think a little bit 
about next year. The following Rotary 
Club of Syracuse members will serve 
on the Club's Board of Directors for 
the 2016-17 Rotary year. In addition 
to these Rotarians, the chairs of the 
standing committees also will sit on 
the Board. 2016-17 President, Doug-
las Smith, will identify and contact the 
committee chairs shortly before his 
year begins on July 1, 2016. Congratu-
lations to the newly elected Directors. 

Douglas Smith .......................................President
Marylin Galimi ..............................Vice President
Michael Masci ........................................Secretary
Daniel Morrow ......................................... Director
Harold Schumm ...................................... Director
Robert Sherburne .....................3-year Director
James Morrow ............................2-year Director
Gary Wilson ..................................1-year Director
Virginia Carmody ....................Elected Director
Dennis Baldwin ........................Elected Director
Bradley Strait ............................Elected Director
James Gladziszewski .............Elected Director
John Lewien ...............................Elected Director
Allen Kosoff ................................Elected Director
Ramon Leach .............................Elected Director
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Innovative Ways To Connect With Young Professionals
rotary.org  |  Young Professionals Campaign

Rotary’s Young Professionals Cam-
paign is a unique opportunity for our 
organization to develop innovative 
strategies to attract and engage young 
professionals and to equip and empow-
er Rotary clubs to put those strategies 
into action. Through research, social 
media outreach, and the testing of new 
creative concepts, Rotary is learning 
more about how young professionals 

view Rotary, why they volunteer, and 
how they make meaningful connec-
tions with other leaders. This campaign 
was made possible by a generous dona-
tion from a Major Donor.
Selected clubs and districts will re-
ceive grant funding and support up to 
$15,000 from Rotary to host one of 
two types of events aimed at engaging 
young professionals.
Submit your application for a grant for 
one of these events:

Renew Rotary 
Hold a young professionals summit in 
your town, across several communities, 
or district-wide for young leaders who 
already know Rotary. 

Discover Rotary 
Hold a young professionals summit in 
your town, across several communities, 
or district-wide for young leaders who 
aren’t familiar with Rotary.
To maximize impact, applicants can 
apply for a grant as a single Rotary club, 

a collaboration of clubs (up to five), a 
district (six or more Rotary clubs), or a 
collaboration of districts.

GET STARTED NOW
1. Build a team. Work with club and 

district leaders to identify highly 
motivated and engaged members 
to make up your implementation 
team. Designate one member of 
the team as the primary contact. 

2.  Develop a plan. The application re-
quires specific information, includ-
ing event goals, logistics, and bud-
get, as well as information about 
the participating clubs or districts 

3. 3. Apply! Complete the application. 
This can be done by the prima-
ry contact or someone else on the 
team.

Deadline for completed applications is 
5:00 CST on Friday, 12 February. Note, 
this funding opportunity is open only to 
clubs and districts in the United States. 
Questions? Email RotaryYPC@rotary.
org.  z

Member Application Notification: Week 1 of 2
Membership Committee

In accordance with the by-laws of the Ro-
tary Club of  Syracuse, Inc., the following 
prospective member: John La Graff has 
been approved for membership in The Ro-
tary Club of Syracuse, Inc. by the Board of 
Directors on January 8, 2016. By-Law Arti-
cle X - Election to Membership, Section 1 - 
Active members, Sub-section 3 and 4, state:
3) Upon submission of the application to the 
Classifications and Memberships Committees, 
the name of the proposed member, the firm rep-
resented, the classification under which he or she 
is proposed, and the name of the sponsor shall be 
published in the Rotary Press for two successive 
weeks, during which period any member of the 
Syracuse Rotary Club in good standing may 
file written objections with the Rotary Office, 
which shall refer the same to the proper com-
mittee for consideration.

4) Upon completion of the publication and the 
deliberations of Classifications and Member-
ship Committees, the Committees shall report 
at the next meeting of the Board of Directors. 
If both Committees recommend approval, the 
Membership Committee shall move for election 
of the prospective member.

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL(S) HAVE SUBMIT-
TED APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP TO THE 
ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE, INC. VIA ELEC-
TRONIC FORM AT WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG.:

**********************************************
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: JOHN LA GRAFF
FIRM/EMPLOYER: SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY (RET)
CLASSIFICATION: TBD
ROTARIAN SPONSOR: BRADLEY STRAIT
RECEIVED VIA: WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG
**********************************************

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

P&C Honor Roll
The following Syracuse Rotarians 
have pledged or dontaed to this 
year's P&C Campaign. Thank you 
for your support!

Baldwin, Dennis
Bertram, John
De Silva, David
Decker, Frank

Delmonico, Joseph E.
Falcone, Alfred
Galimi, Marylin

George, Michael
Gladziszewski,James

Iltsch, Steven M.
Karon, Stephen

Kosoff, Allen
Leach, Ray

Lee, Vernon
Lewien, John R.

Marsellus, John D.
Marty, Frederick
Masci, Michael

Nash, James
O'Shea, Tom

Pickett, Robert
Platt, H. Thomas

Sargent, Robert G.
Schumm, Harold

Seiffert, Peter
Sherburne, Robert

Smith, Douglas
Spadafora, Patrick

Strait, Bradley
Wall-Bollinger, Sara M.

Weiss, Volker



FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 2016

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor Syracuse Rotary Press  |   rotarypress@twcny.rr.com

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS


