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This Week: Entrepreneur Art Zimmer
Former Syracuse New Times Owner Publishes Memoir

Program Committee

Art Zimmer, former owner 
of the Syracuse New Times, 
the Zimmer Car Company 
and numerous other Cen-
tral New York enterprises, 
has written a memoir that 
recounts his rise from a 
farm outside Hamilton, NY 
to become a business and 
community leader in the 
Syracuse area for most of his 76 years.
“Making It Count: From A to Z, the 
Life and Times of Art Zimmer” tells 
the story of his life on the farm in 
Randallsville, NY, where he earned the 
distinction of finishing last in his high 
school class at Hamilton High School 
before heading out into the world 
where he started successful business 
after successful business—all based on 
hard work and a keen eye for consum-
er-based marketing. Often one to take 
the path less traveled, he writes about 

riding a Vespa scooter all 
the way to his U.S. Army 
placements in Arkansas and 
Texas; of helping to run the 
Onondaga Ski Club and to 
rescue Syracuse’s founder-
ing alternative newspaper, 
The New Times, which he 
owned from 1984 through 
2010.
The author writes frank-

ly about the movers and shakers he 
worked with through the years, from 
the late former Syracuse Mayor Lee 
Alexander to county and state politi-
cians, business leaders, and others.
His other ventures included magazines 
like Family Times, the Parenting Guide 
of Central New York; a local maple syr-
up and candy company that helped him 
pay for college; and real estate, where 
he bought, rented, and sold many prop-
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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A ReCap of 
Last Week’s Christmas Party

Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

December 18 ~ Syracuse Rotary has been 
hosting an annual Christmas party 
for special needs kids for just about a 
century now, and today’s party was a 
doozie. Host to over 40 kids from 6 
City schools, the Club outdid itself to-
day, and if you missed 

the celebration, now’s the time to put 
it indelibly on your next year’s calen-
dar. Replete with a magician, a balloon 
guy, Batman, a face painter, Dick Ford 
at the keys, with lovely Danielle Evans 
singing Christmas tunes, good food, 
presents galore, lots of Christmas mu-

A Look Ahead
DECEMBER 18

NO Foundation Meeting
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Art Zimmer, author & entrepreneur

DECEMBER 25
NO ROTARY ACTIVITY 

Christmas Day

JANUARY 1
NO ROTARY ACTIVITY 

New Year’s Day

JANUARY 8
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Victoria Sonne  - Travel Training 

Specialist of the CNY RTA

JANUARY 15
 11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Dot Foods' Joe Little, General 

Manager,Syracuse Division

JANUARY 22
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Peter Wilmer of Interfaith Works
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Thank You for Your Help!
Pat Spadafora: the best party in years 

Syracuse Rotary Press

Long-time Syracuse Rotarian and one-half of 
the Holiday Party Committee, Patrick Spadafora, 
asked for space in The Press to thank everyone for 
their contribution and the part they played in this 
year’s Holiday Party, which took place this past 
Friday, December 11. Over 110 people were in at-
tendance, including 40 children and their teachers 
from the Syracuse City Schools, and a few doz-
en Rotarians with their spouses and guests. The 
good turn-out was a big part in making this year’s 
festivities a success. Also, Pat is extremely appreciative of the Ro-
trians who made it a point to arrive early and in time to greet the 
kids as they got off their buses an hour ahead of schedule.
Pat would also like to give special thanks to Suzan George, wife 
of new member, Mike George, for the beautiful hats and scarves 
she made for each and every kid, the other half of his party com-
mittee, Mary Lou Thompson, Tom " Santa's Helper with high 
elf-esteem" O'Shea, Jim "Santa Claus" Morrow, Dick Ford and 
his talented singer, Danielle Evans, and everyone who stood and 
served in the buffet line. Thank you!  z
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NO BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK!
IF YOU FEEL THIS IS INCORRECT, EMAIL 

ROTARYPRESS@TWCNY.RR.COM

Pat joined RCS 
in 1993.
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Annual P&C Campaign Edges Toward Goal
Striving for 100% Club participation before year’s end

Dennis Baldwin, P&C Committee Chair

President Sherburne reports that as of December 11 the annual P&C Campaign has received 29 
pledges and gifts totaling $7,920 from 22 Rotarians, $2,000 shy of our twin goals of 100% par-
ticipation and $10,000. The goal eminently do-able by year’s end, if everyone pitches in. So, with 
thanks to those who have already given, if you’re one of those who just hasn’t got around to it,  
please join the effort now to replenish the Syracuse Rotary Foundation’s coffers by pledging your 
generous support to this year’s P&C Campaign. There’s a pledge card in today’s Press, and they’re 
always available on Fridays at the sign in table. Simply complete your pledge card and return it to 
Prez Bob, Foundation Treasurer, John Lewien, or mail it to the Rotary Office at Drumlins. Thank 
you and Merry Christmas!  z80
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Over the years, Zimmer has worn many hats                                                                                                   from page 1

erties over several decades. He bought 
the Zimmer Car Company because 
he liked the name and loved the high-
end classic Duesenberg-style cars it 
produced. He envisioned and founded 
the SALT (Syracuse Area Live The-
ater) Awards and helped Frank Malf-
itano realize his dream of establishing 
the SAMMYS (Syracuse Area Music 
Awards). Zimmer also was a charter 
board member of the Syracuse Interna-
tional Film Festival.
When he felt that too little was being 
done by the theater industry to recog-
nize the greatest musical era in Ameri-
can history, Zimmer took it upon him-

self to write a musical revue, “Cruizin’ 
Thru The ’50s,” and staged it success-
fully at the Fairgrounds in Syracuse for 
almost a decade. 
All along the way, Zimmer has been 
a collector of talent, leading people 
of diverse backgrounds to embrace a 
common purpose and work toward a 
common goal. “I like to say that I don’t 
take ‘NO’ for an answer,” he writes in 
the book. “A final answer, anyway.” The 
man who has worked with many, but 
has never been outworked, won the 
Crystal Ball Award given by the Cen-
tral New York chapter of Sales & Mar-
keting Executives in 2005. Two years 

earlier, he was named New York State 
Entrepreneur of the Year in a compe-
tition sponsored by USAToday and 
Ernst & Young.
The book was co-authored by Art’s wife 
and frequent business partner, Shirley 
Sherburne Zimmer; and by CNY writ-
er and editor Lois Gridley, with illus-
trations by Dennis Calkins. It includes 
reminiscences and back-cover endorse-
ments from a host of CNY celebrities 
and political leaders who worked with 
Zimmer. It is available at area book-
stores and can be pre-ordered online at  
www.logcabinbooks.com.  z

sic, an elf who looked a lot like Tom 
O’Shea, Pete Seiffert with his Santa 
hat and not to be outdone, Volker 
with a holly chapeau, everyone en-
joyed a very special time. Of course, 
among the highlights was Santa’s 
arrival, notwithstanding the lack of 
snow. The excitement on the faces of 
the kids as the merry man entered 
the room was priceless and brought 
many of us back to the days when our 
parents first introduced us to Santa. 
Hats off to our organizers par excel-
lence including Mary Lou Thomp-
son (her swan song?), Pat Spadafora, 

Tom O’Shea, Jim Morrow and the 
many who helped serve the food, 
spend time with the kids and deliver 
the presents. Special kudos go out to 
Suzan George, wife of new member 
George, who personally knitted over 
50 beautiful woolen hats and scarfs 
for the kids, on a week’s notice no 
less. Special guests included the won-
derful teachers who accompanied the 
kids, spouses of several Rotarians and 
former SRC Administrative Assis-
tant, Sue Graverson. Today we saw 
Syracuse Rotary at its best. Merry 
Christmas and Amen!  z

Syracuse Rotary at its best                                                         from page 1

What’s a Zimmer?  
Zimmers are neo-classic, retro style se-
dans, coupes, convertibles and limou-
sines. Art Zimmer purchased the rights 
to the company in 1997 and established 
the Art Zimmer Neo-Classic Motor 
Car Company which currently builds 
10 to 20 automobiles plus 10 to 20 fully 
custom 4-door dually Silverado trucks 
each year.  z

Built by perfectionists, driven by enthusiasts…

The Zimmer logo is 
skillfully embroidered 
into the seat backs.

The Golden Spirit is transportation for the mind and the spirit.

If you are a driver with a distinctive personality and impeccable taste - 

Here is a motor car designed to meet your every driving pleasure.

The Golden Spirit is a motor car that creates excitement whenever and 

wherever you drive it.

America’s most luxurious motor cars



13 Year-old Girl Wins $70,000 SUV, Then Stuns the Crowd
Last September 24, at 8:20 pm, 13-year-old Erin Byrnes won a car worth nearly $70,000...

Marnie Eisenstadt, syracuse.com 

By 8:21 p.m., she had given it away. 
Without a thought to what she 
and her family of eight could do 
with the money or the complete-
ly loaded, brand-new Chevrolet 
Tahoe, Byrnes marched up to the 
stage at Drumlins in Syracuse, 
took her winning raffle ticket, and 
handed it right to Joseph's House, 
a nonprofit home for mothers and 
their children, said her mother, 
Jeanie Byrnes.
That was the girl's plan from the 
start. And all along, the grown-ups 
smiled and said, "That's nice, dear," 
the way they do when something 
is both kind-hearted and unlikely.
Byrnes, an eighth-grader at West 
Genesee Middle School, took 
$200 she raised collecting cans and bot-
tles this summer and bought 60 tickets 
for the annual Joseph's House car raffle. 
That's 60 tickets out of 26,000.
The raffle and gala are a major fund-
raiser for the Syracuse home that offers 
mothers and pregnant women a place 
where they can live, raise their children 
and get parenting help. The goal of the 
home is to prevent abortions by giving 
women and children a safe place to live.
Because Erin wasn't technically old 
enough to win the prize (you have to 
be 18), she wrote her last name down 
on the tickets. Her parents agreed that 
the choice about what to do with the 
winnings was Erin's. 

"We never dreamed in a million years 
that Erin would win," Jean-

ie Byrnes said. The family 
runs a business, Byrnes 
Chem-Dry. They have 
two kids out of college, 

two kids in college and two 
more to put through college. 

They might have liked a big new SUV: 
Her husband, Bill, drives a 2008 Honda 
Civic. 
They were at the gala for Joseph's 
House where the drawing took place 
because Erin was getting a leadership 
award for her work volunteering there 
and raising money for the home. 
Erin Byrnes has been volunteering at 
Joseph's House with her mother every 
Thursday. She helps take care of the ba-
bies and do chores around the rambling 
house where the women and children 
live. 
One day Erin, who loves horseback rid-
ing and everything Irish, overheard her 
mother and some other women talking 
about the need to raise more money 
for the house, Jeanie Byrnes said. Her 
daughter wanted to help, too, and be-
gan collecting cans and bottles at her 
mother's suggestion.
As the Rev. Richard Prior reached in to 
pull out the winning ticket, Erin told 
her mother to cross her fingers. 

The emcee was Todd Caputo, the 
owner of Sun Chevrolet. (He and 
an anonymous donor donated the 
Tahoe.) As Caputo read out "By-
rnes" and their phone number off 
the ticket, Erin's dad, Bill Byrnes, 
lifted her up onto his shoulders 
so she could see. Then he set her 
down and she walked up, alone, to 
the stage. 
Byrnes told the crowd she want-
ed to give the ticket back. Caputo 
and the crowd were stunned, said 
Jeanie Byrnes. Caputo had the girl 
repeat herself, louder, into the mi-
crophone. 
Kitty Spinelli, one of the women 
who runs Joseph's House, said 
they are still figuring out how to 
make the most of Erin Byrnes' 
gift.

And now, that gift given, Erin Byrnes 
is working on the next. The teen wants 
to raise more money to buy Christ-
mas presents for the moms at Joseph's 
House, her mother said.
The teen hasn't failed to notice that the 
Joseph's House mothers' lives revolve 
around filling basic needs -- the things 
many others take for granted. Erin By-
rnes told her mother she'd like to put 
something under their tree that's not 
needed or expected this winter.   z
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Erin Byrnes, 13, of Fairmount, won this 2015 Chevy Tahoe 
LTZ in the Joseph’s House raffle. She immediately donated 
the truck back to the charity.
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Reprinted in The Syracuse Rotary  Press 
at the request of the P&C Committee. 

Doug Smith and Brad Strait singing "Jingle 
Bells" at the top of their lungs while ringing 
at the Red Kettle on December 15.


