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This Week: Literacy Coalition’s Frank Ridzi
Imagination Library has delivered 85,000 books to 6000 Syracuse kids
Program Committee

www.onliteracy.org, www.lemoyne.edu ~ 
Reading to your child from birth is one 
of the most important activities you 
can do to ensure he or she is prepared 
for school and also prepared for life, 
research tells us. Sharing reading time 
not only helps introduce your baby to 
language but also aids in proper brain 
development and assists in strengthen-
ing your bond as parent and child.
The Literacy Coalition of Onondaga 
County is our local champion for Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Library. Children 
from birth to their fifth birthday can be 
enrolled in the program as long as their 
parent/guardian lives within the City 
of Syracuse limits or in the Syracuse 
City School District, After registering, 
the child will receive a new, age-appro-
priate, book sent to them at their home 
each month until their fifth birthday. 
The program is offered to families at no 
cost.

Research on the Imagination Library 
Program, led by Le Moyne College, il-
lustrates the effectiveness in preparing 
students for kindergarten.The results 
showed children enrolled in Dolly Par-
ton’s Imagination Library (DPIL) in 
the city of Syracuse found those who 
consistently took part in the program 
(meaning they were involved for at 
least three or four years of the five-year 
program) were significantly better pre-
pared to enter kindergarten than their 
peers who had not participated in it.
The goal of DPIL is to increase early 
childhood literacy skills by providing 
children from birth through age five 
with one book per month at no cost 
to their families. The program was 
launched in 2010 in two of Onondaga 
County’s most impoverished ZIP codes 
(13203 and 13208). In 2012, it grew to 
include half of the City of Syracuse and 
in 2014 it grew again to include the en-

Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A ReCap of Last Meeting
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

November 20 ~ What a great crowd to-
day—at least 30 Syracuse Rotarians 
and guests on hand to hear a dynamic 
presentation on the newly revitalized 
Northeast Hawley Development Asso-
ciation. Not even a massive back up on 
Rt. 81 south could keep them away…
Prez Bob led the pledge and then as 
usual called upon PP Brad to lead a 

song, to which Brad inquired “You 
mean a patriotic song”? To which Prez 
Bob said “yes”, and a robust rendition 
of God Bless America followed, in har-
mony no less. PP Vern gave the invo-
cation, thanking the Almighty for our 
many blessings as we enter the annual 
Thanksgiving holiday season. 

see ATTENDANCE  page 3

see RESEARCH page 3
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A Look Ahead
DECEMBER 4

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

New Member Inductions 
Michael George 
William McCrady 

Scott Evans 
Cheryl Evans

Program 
Frank Ridzi of Literacy Coalition 

and Imagination Library

DECEMBER 11
NO Board of Directors Meeting 

Next BOD meeting is January 8

11:30 am 
Annual Christmas Party

MANDATORY!! 
COME EARLY-STAY LATE

DECEMBER 18
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Art Zimmer 

of Zimmer Motorcars fame

DECEMBER 25
NO ACTIVITY 

Christmas Day

JANUARY 1
NO ACTIVITY 

New Year’s Day
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tire city, with Syracuse and Onondaga County leaders com-
mitting to fund the program for the first three years of its 
expansion. As of Aug. 1, 2015, more than 85,000 books had 
been distributed to more than 6,000 children through DPIL.
“As members of the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading, 
we know that children that enter school not ready can strug-
gle, lose confidence, and have a much greater potential for 
failure...all at a cost that their families and our community 
cannot afford. We launched Imagination Library as a key 
component of our school readiness efforts. Not just a book 
program, it has been an extraordinary tool for community 
engagement,” said Virginia “Ginny” Carmody, executive di-
rector of the Literacy Coalition of Onondaga County. “As 
such, I am as proud of our research efforts as I am of our 
community partnerships. This is truly a community impact 
strategy that puts a focus on community-wide outcomes and 
our shared investment in early literacy and school readiness.”
The research efforts were led by three members of the fac-
ulty at Le Moyne College: Associate Professor of Sociolo-
gy Frank Ridzi, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Psychology 
Monica Sylvia, Ph.D., and former Associate Professor of 
Education Sunita Singh, Ph.D. The College’s research team 

also included more than 40 Le Moyne students, who helped 
to develop survey questions, interview participants, and 
maintain databases and manage survey data used to measure 
success and outcomes.
Early research found that sustained enrollment in Imagina-
tion Library led to more child-directed reading and story 
discussion, as well as to greater familiarity with and use of 
print-based forms of storytelling in refugee families where 
oral storytelling traditions are more common. This new re-
search went a step further, and assessed children’s prepara-
tion for kindergarten based on their performance on a test of 
their letter naming fluency. The test was given to all incom-
ing kindergarteners in the Syracuse City School District in 
the fall of 2013 and fall of 2014, and has been widely shown 
to predict future reading, vocabulary and language skills.
“This ongoing research effort, which has already found evi-
dence that providing books to families with young children 
is associated with an increase in the amount of time par-
ents and children spend reading together, has further found 
promising results to support the abundant literature on the 
positive impact that reading has on preparing children for 
school,” said Dr. Ridzi. “Being ready for school goes a long 
way to shaping them, and the opportunities available to them 
as adults.” ~ read more at: www.lemoyne.edu  z
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Four New Member Applications: Notification Week 2 of 2
Membership Committee

In accordance with the by-laws of the Rotary Club of  Syracuse, 
Inc., the following prospective members: Michael A. George, 
William D. McCrady, Scott M. Evans, Cheryl Evans have 
been approved for membership in The Rotary Club of Syra-
cuse, Inc. by the Board of Directors on November 13, 2015. 
By-Law Article X - Election to Membership, Section 1 - 
Active members, Sub-section 3 and 4, state:
3) Upon submission of the application to the Classifications and 
Memberships Committees, the name of the proposed member, 
the firm represented, the classification under which he or she is 
proposed, and the name of the sponsor shall be published in the 
Rotary Press for two successive weeks, during which period any 
member of the Syracuse Rotary Club in good standing may file 
written objections with the Rotary Office, which shall refer the 
same to the proper committee for consideration.
4) Upon completion of the publication and the deliberations of 
Classifications and Membership Committees, the Committees 
shall report at the next meeting of the Board of Directors. If both 
Committees recommend approval, the Membership Committee 
shall move for election of the prospective member.

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL(S) HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS 
FOR MEMBERSHIP TO THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE, INC. VIA 
ELECTRONIC FORM AT WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG.:

*********************************************************
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: MICHAEL A. GEORGE
FIRM/EMPLOYER: THE HAYNER HOYT CORPORATION
CLASSIFICATION: CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
ROTARIAN SPONSOR: MARYLIN GALIMI
RECEIVED VIA: WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG
*********************************************************
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: WILLIAM D. MC CRADY
FIRM/EMPLOYER: RETIRED, UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA, 
CAMPUS HEALTH CENTER
CLASSIFICATION: PHYSICIAN RETIRED
ROTARIAN SPONSOR: ROBERT SHERBURNE
RECEIVED VIA: WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG
*********************************************************
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: SCOTT M. EVANS
FIRM/EMPLOYER: SCOTT M. EVANS INSURANCE AGENCY
CLASSIFICATION: RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICES
ROTARIAN SPONSOR: JAMES T. GLADZISZEWSKI
RECEIVED VIA: WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG
*********************************************************
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: CHERYL EVANS
FIRM/EMPLOYER: SCOTT M. EVANS INSURANCE AGENCY
CLASSIFICATION: RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICES
ROTARIAN SPONSOR: JAMES T. GLADZISZEWSKI
RECEIVED VIA: WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG

Research Shows Success in Syracuse               from page 1
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Brad then returned to intro-
duce his friend and member 
prospect, John McGrath, a for-
mer colleague at SU. Upon Prez 
Bob’s prompting, Brad also re-
minded his bell ringers of their 
date at Shoppingtown Mall on 
December 15. The Prez then 
reminded all of us to be sure 
to  join the kids for our annual 
Christmas Party on December 
11. In the meantime we all sang 
to Al Falcone, recently safely 
returned from Paris, on the oc-
casion of his 39th plus birthday. 
Next year, Al, we may even try 
to sing to you in French...
No visiting Rotarians today, 
but Marylin jumped up to in-
troduce her husband and good 
friend to Rotary, Rocco. Prez 
Bob introduced Brenda Zook 
and Gail Longcore of Hos-
pice of CNY who joined us 
today to express appreciation 
for Rotary’s 2014-15 grant 
to Camp Healing Hearts for 
grieving children. Gail told us 
that about 44 kids benefited 
from Camp this past summer, 
thanks in part to Rotary’s help. 
She said our grant was espe-
cially helpful in allowing Hos-
pice to provide for extra special 
activities for the kids at camp. 
She concluded her report by 
sharing a few comments from 
the kids who attended camp, 
all of which went to affirm its 
importance in their respective 
healing processes.
On the 50/50, to groans of 
those present, none other than 
PP Jim Glad returned to the 
podium to take the cash, while 
Kevin Visconti made a return 
trip to draw unsuccessfully for 
the Red Queen. Lots of happy 
dollars again this week includ-

ing one from Al Falcone, Mike 
Masci, Jim Glad, Marylin 
Galimi, Bob Sargent, Chris 
Grandy, Gary Wilson, John 
Marsellus, Prez Bob and Jim 
Morrow. Speaking of John, we 
learned today that he was re-
cently awarded the prestigious 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
for his services to the casket in-
dustry. Way to go, John. Much 
deserved.
Just barely hanging on to his 
Rotary badge, after jokingly 
demurring to Prez Bob’s re-
quest that he introduce our 
guest speaker, Mike Masci 
stepped forward to welcome 
to Syracuse Rotary, Mike La-
Flair, Executive Director of the 
recently revitalized Northeast 
Hawley Development Asso-
ciation, a non profit group de-
voted to working together to 
achieve community and eco-
nomic prosperity on the North 
East side of Syracuse. Formed 
in 1974, the Association had 
seemingly lost its way until 
Mike was hired in 2013 to help 
bring it back to life by partner-
ing with many others who share 
the same or similar objective. 
And that, this dynamic, en-
thusiastic leader, has done and 
then some. A particularly at-
tentive listener was Dr. Al Fal-
cone who shared with us that 
he was born on Green Street in 
the Hawley Avenue neighbor-
hood, lived there for more than 
35 years and recently enjoyed 
tea in his old home which has 
been wonderfully restored after 
falling into disrepair.
Happy Thanksgiving, Rotari-
ans. See you all when we next 
meet on Friday, December 4.  z

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

Attendance up before Thanksgiving break    from page 1Induction to Proceed...
If no written objection is received
Jim Morrow, PP

December 2 ~ In an unusual set of circumstances, at 
least for Syracuse Rotary, a number of new member 
prospects have found themselves waiting patiently 
to be inducted into our 103 year-old Rotary Club. 
If you have ever read the Club’s bylaws, specifically 
the section on membership, you’ve seen, “...the name 
of the proposed member, the firm represented, the classi-
fication under which he or she is proposed, and the name 
of the sponsor shall be published in the Rotary Press for 
two successive weeks, during which period any member 
of the Syracuse Rotary Club in good standing may file 
written objections with the Rotary Office...”
At left, you will find the second of two notifica-
tions for membership applications for four pro-
spective members, each of whom have already 
been approved for membership at the November 
13 Board of Directors meeting. This has created a 
sort of “cart-before-the-horse” scenario since that 
vote should not have occured until after the second 
publication in The Press with no subsequent written 
objections from Syracuse Rotarians in good stand-
ing. One reason these four upstanding members of 
our community find themselves on a “fast-track”-
to-Syracuse Rotary-membership” is simply to be 
sure they can participate, as Rotarians, in our an-
nual “don’t-miss-come early-stay late-Holiday-can 
we say Christmas?” party. Another reason for the 
“hurry-up-make-them-members” is there are three 
more warm bodies in the “pipeline-to-membership” 
that are being readied for induction before 2015 
concludes.
Since the bylaws that have governed us for over a 
hundred years were written and adopted by the Ro-
tarians that preceded us in our beloved Club, there 
should only be good cause to occasionally bend or 
make exceptions to the rules. Having so many peo-
ple ready to dedicate themselves to Service Above 
Self in The Rotary Club of Syracuse is truly a unique 
circumstance, one worthy of special consideration.
The Membership Committee is requesting any 
written objection for membership of any of the four 
prospects published for the second time in this is-
sue of The Press be received by November 3. With 
no objections, induction will proceed at this week’s 
(November 4) Club meeting. See you Friday and 
welcome to: Mike, Bill, Scott, and Cheryl.  z
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NOTICE: THERE WILL BE A SYRACUSE ROTARY 
FOUNDATION MEETING ON DECEMBER 18 at 11AM.

NOTICE: THERE WILL BE NO SYRACUSE ROTARY BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS MEETING IN DECEMBER.

NO BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK!
IF YOU FEEL THIS IS INCORRECT, EMAIL 

ROTARYPRESS@TWCNY.RR.COM

P&C Campaign Off 
to a Terrific Start

Dennis Baldwin, P&C Committee Chair

Prez Bob reports that our annual P&C 
Campaign is off to a terrific start, having 
received $4,845 from 14 Syracuse Rotar-
ians through November 20. Bob reminds 
us that our goal again this year is $10,000 
with 100% member participation and that 
the money is critical to our being able to 
partially replenish the Foundation’s cof-
fers for future Syracuse Rotary grants. This 
year the Club recently announced that 20 
area non profits will benefit from $40,750 
in grants, including our Presidential Sig-
nature grant to InterFaith Works of Cen-
tral New York to support a much needed 
police/community dialogue program to 
help ease existing tensions. So please don’t 
delay—pay it forward and join the band 
wagon now by pledging your generous 
support to this year’s P&C Campaign.  z

Santa to Arrive at Drumlins on December 11 ~ 12 Noon!
Santa Claus, North Pole

Here at the North Pole everyone is very busy getting prepared 
for Christmas Eve. The elves have been making lots of toys in 
the workshop, the reindeers are getting fit for their long jour-
ney and Mrs. Claus is making sure that we are all warm and 
cozy and have lots of nice things to eat on the way.
We have also been very busy getting ready for the groups of 
special needs children that are coming for lunch next Friday 
at Drumlins. My helper and lead present-wrapper, Mary Lou 
Thompson, has been keeping me up to date with the latest 
present requests from the kids. Accompanying me on this 
special trip will be Batman, Balloonman, Face-painter Prin-
cess, and a magician. Dick Ford will also be there, on the pia-
no, with a couple of his students to sing holiday songs. I hope 

to see you there early to get a good seat with the kids and their 
teachers and counselors. 
In a tradition that began in 1918, the Syracuse City School 
District now sends groups of children from select elementary 
and special education schools to receive a personal gift from 
Santa Claus and have lunch with Rotarians. The five Elemen-
tary Schools participating this year are; McKinley-Brighton, 
Dr. King, McCarthy, Bellvue, and Seymour. President Jim 
said. “If you come to one or two meetings a year, make sure 
that you come to this one”. 
The festivities will be in place of our normally scheduled Fri-
day club meeting and business. We will return with a regular 
meeting on December 18, 2015.  
Attendance is mandatory and come early on Friday!  z

Bell Ringing at 
Shoppingtown

TUESDAY • DECEMBER 15
Bradley Strait, Activities Committee

It is time to ring the bells for the Salvation 
Army Kettles again. As of the printing of The 
Press for this week, the following Rotarians have 
been scheduled to ring in the following one-
hour shifts:
1:00pm - 2:00pm ...................Jim Gladziszewski 

Kevin Visconti 
George “Butch” DeAngelo

2:00pm - 3:00pm ............................ Thomas Platt 
Volker Weiss  

Patrick Spadafora

3:00pm - 4:00pm .........................James Morrow 
Dan Morrow

Arrive near the entrance to the Shoppingtown 
food-court at the big red kettle a few minutes 
before your shift. It is also suggested that you 
bring your own bell as the ones provided are 
usually, as Pat Spadafora says, wimpy!  z

SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS


