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This Week: Mike La Flair of NEHDA, Inc.
ED of Northeast Hawley Development Association to speak on Friday
Program Committee

Northeast Hawley Development Asso-
ciation, Inc. (NEHDA) is committed 
to improving the lives of the residents 
and business people in the northeast 
community of Syracuse. They do this 
by promoting neighborhood stabiliza-
tion, developing quality housing with 
an emphasis on owner-occupancy, pro-
moting community-enhancing eco-
nomic development, and encouraging 
and sponsoring community-building 
activities.
NEHDA continues to stabilize neigh-
borhoods on Syracuse’s north-east side, 
house by house and block by block!  
One of the primary ways that they 
strengthen neighborhoods is to create 
a larger base of owner-occupied homes 
in the area.  The new homeowners who 
move into NEHDA homes help to 
bring new energy and commitment to 
their neighborhood, strengthening it 
physically, socially and financially.

Among many other aspects, revitalizing 
a neighborhood requires the renovation 
of homes and buildings in the area. For 
example, NEHDA and Home Head-
Quarters, Inc. are co-developing 400 
Hawley Ave., direclty across the street 
from NEHDA’s offices.  Together with 
the City of Syracuse’s Department of 

Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A ReCap of Last Week
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

NOV 13 ~ Twas Friday the 13th…and 
all went surprisingly well. Nice day, ribs 
at the buffet, good crowd on hand to 
welcome DG Mac, lots of good humor, 
public announcement of the Club’s 
2015 grants and the successful kick 
off of our annual P&C fund drive. So 
who’s to say bad luck wasn’t lurking. It 
just didn’t seem to be in the room….

Prez Bob wielded his gavel to lead us in 
the pledge. Brad stepped up to produce 
a robust Grand Old Flag (with Brad, 
can it be other than robust…), and then 
Prez Bob regained the podium to share 
a heartfelt invocation, blessing, among 
others, our 2015 grant recipients. Never 
shy, Brad updated us on our December 
Bell Ringing, essentially saying that he 

see MAC  page 2

see RENOVATING page 3
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A Look Ahead
NOVEMBER 20

11:00 am 
Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Mike LaFlair - Northeast Hawley 

Development 

NOVEMBER 27
NO ACTIVITY - Thanksgiving

DECEMBER 4
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Frank Ridzi of  

Imagination Library

DECEMBER 11
11:30 am 

Annual Christmas Party

DECEMBER 18
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Art Zimmer 

of Zimmer Motorcars fame

DECEMBER 25
NO ACTIVITY - Christmas

JANUARY 1
NO ACTIVITY - New Year’s Day
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Service Above Self Apparent in a Vibrant Syracuse Club
PP Jim Morrow

Last week, the Club’s monthly Board 
of Directors meeting coincided with 
the official club visit of our District 
Governor, Henry MacDonald. A high-
light of his visit had to be his atten-
dance at the Club’s Board of Directors 
meeting earlier in the day. Mac, as the 
DG prefers to be called, witnessed, first 
hand, the vibrancy of Syracuse Rotary 
and how a Rotary Club in his District 
should operate while President Bob ran 
a board meeting that surely impressed 
our Governor as well as the Rotarians 
in attendance. 
Membership Committee chair, Jim 
Gladziszewski, brought a motion to 
approve no fewer than four individu-
als for membership in the Club. Mac 
seemed to pay attention to this as in-
creasing membership numbers is a goal 
of any District Governor. Jim’s com-
mittee is on a roll this year with him 
and Marylin Galimi in a friendly com-

petition for who can sponsor the most 
members. The unofficial score is tied. 
Mary Lou Thompson, the sole mem-
ber of the Christmas Party Commit-
tee, took the floor and talked about 
our much anticipated Holiday party 
for special education kids taking place 
on December 11. She described what 
was on her plate for the next few weeks 
and, if you have ever listened to Mary 
Lou itemize her tasks to get ready for 
the dozens of kids that attend the party, 
you’re as exhausted as she is. She co-
ordinates with the elementary schools 
to identify the kids who will attend the 
party, constructs a list of gifts for each 
child, shops for the gifts (each one per-
sonal to the child), wraps every single 
gift, and transports them to Drumlins. 
After years of accomplishing all of this 
solo, Mary Lou expressed to the Board 
the necessity for another Rotarian to 
assist in these duties.
P&C Committee chair, Denny Bald-
win, reported on the planned kick-off 

of the annual P&C fund raising cam-
paign, later launched by Doug Smith at 
the Club meeting. The donation letters 
and pledge cards were distributed to all 
Club members in attendance with the 
balance of the letters handed out from 
the Sergeant at Arms table. For those 
who did not attend Friday’s meeting, 
the P&C appeals were mailed on the 
following Monday. If you did not re-
ceive your letter and donation card, see 
any member of the P&C committee.

Also sprinkled in were reports from our 
Treasurer, Dan Morrow, Foundation 
President, Peter Seifert, and talk about 
the possibilities of a fellowship dinner 
for Rotarians and their spouses. All this 
while Mac had the pleasure of reading 
The Rotary Press which outlined the 20 
non-profit organizations up for fund-
ing, and featured for his visit, his own 
bio and picture with RI President Ravi. 
Just another regular meeting of Syra-
cuse Rotary’s Board.   z
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Four New Member Applications: Notification Week 1 of 2
Membership Committee

In accordance with the by-laws of the Rotary Club of  Syracuse, 
Inc., the following prospective members: Michael A. George, 
William D. McCrady, Scott M. Evans, Cheryl Evans have 
been approved for membership in The Rotary Club of Syra-
cuse, Inc. by the Board of Directors on November 13, 2015. 
By-Law Article X - Election to Membership, Section 1 - 
Active members, Sub-section 3 and 4, state:
3) Upon submission of the application to the Classifications and 
Memberships Committees, the name of the proposed member, 
the firm represented, the classification under which he or she is 
proposed, and the name of the sponsor shall be published in the 
Rotary Press for two successive weeks, during which period any 
member of the Syracuse Rotary Club in good standing may file 
written objections with the Rotary Office, which shall refer the 
same to the proper committee for consideration.
4) Upon completion of the publication an the deliberations of 
Classifications and Membership Committees, the Committees 
shall report at the next meeting of the Board of Directors. If both 
Committees recommend approval, the Membership Committee 
shall move for election of the prospective member.

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL(S) HAVE SUBMITTED APPLICATIONS 
FOR MEMBERSHIP TO THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE, INC. VIA 
ELECTRONIC FORM AT WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG.:

*********************************************************
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: MICHAEL A. GEORGE
FIRM/EMPLOYER: THE HAYNER HOYT CORPORATION
CLASSIFICATION: TBD BY MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
ROTARIAN SPONSOR: MARYLIN GALIMI
RECEIVED VIA: WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG
*********************************************************
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: WILLIAM D. MC CRADY
FIRM/EMPLOYER: RETIRED, UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA, 
CAMPUS HEALTH CENTER
CLASSIFICATION: TBD BY MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
ROTARIAN SPONSOR: ROBERT SHERBURNE
RECEIVED VIA: WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG
*********************************************************
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: SCOTT M. EVANS
FIRM/EMPLOYER: SCOTT M. EVANS INSURANCE AGENCY
CLASSIFICATION: TBD BY MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
ROTARIAN SPONSOR: JAMES T. GLADZISZEWSKI
RECEIVED VIA: WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG
*********************************************************
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: CHERYL EVANS
FIRM/EMPLOYER: SCOTT M. EVANS INSURANCE AGENCY
CLASSIFICATION: TBD BY MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
ROTARIAN SPONSOR: JAMES T. GLADZISZEWSKI
RECEIVED VIA: WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG
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One of the businesses in the big yellow 
building on Green Street.
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Renovating & Revitalizing  from page 1 Mac pays a visit to Syracuse Rotary                    from page 1

Neighborhood & Business Development 
they will be working to rehabilitate the 
house. Once rehabilitation is complete, 
the home will be sold to first-time, low- 
to moderate-income families looking to 
invest in revitalized neighborhoods. Fea-
tures include 3 bedrooms, off street park-
ing, a full bath and a half bath, and new 
mechanicals. 
Also, 322 Sherwood Ave. in the Lin-
coln Hill Neighborhood is undergoing 
on a major rehabilitation by NEHDA in 
collaboration with the Greater Syracuse 
Property Development Corporation (aka 
Land Bank) and Home HeadQuarters. 
The plans for this 3 bedroom home in-
clude a new porch, kitchen, 2 baths, win-
dows, siding, flooring and mechanicals.

Three businesses took a chance on the 
Hawley-Green Neighborhood in 2011 
when together, they transformed a build-
ing at 103 Green Street, at the corner of 
Catherine. Rehabbing and repainting it 
bright yellow and anchoring the neigh-
borhood on the south end, the business 
owners now see the once-struggling area 
as ‘on the way up.’ They also got a bit of a 
helping hand from NEHDA to be part of 
the area’s revitalization.  z

was oversubscribed but that he will 
get back to us if more ringers are 
needed. Stay tuned….
We heartily welcomed sergeant at 
arms, Harry Schumm, back among 
us after a much too long absence due 
to illness. Although PP Jim joking-
ly introduced Harry as a “visitor”, it 
was clear from the rousing reception 
that everyone was very happy to see 
member Harry up and around. PP 
Denny took the floor to bemoan the 
fact that his treasured Irish brownish 
wool herringbone cap took a walk 
last week after Rotary and hasn’t 
been seen since. Denny acknowl-
edged that this isn’t the first time his 
hat has “taken a walk”, but it’s never 
been lost so long, so he’s hoping that 
someone will locate it soon and es-
cort it back home to its owner.
Prez Bob introduced PE Doug 
Smith to open our annual P&C 
campaign. Doug did a beautiful job 
in explaining why we need the gen-
erous support again this year of every 
Syracuse Rotarian, supplementing 
Prez Bob’s encouraging letter which 
was distributed today to each mem-
ber with a pledge card. Our goal is 
$10,000 again this year, and we’re 
shooting to exceed that goal for the 
third straight year. So Rotarians, 
please use that pledge card to show 
your support and try to get it back 
to Jim Morrow or the Rotary office 
as soon as possible. Weekly updates 
will follow. 
Mary Lou ably handled the 50/50 
this week where new member Scott 
Evans drew for the Red Queen and 
missed, leaving the big bucks to John 
Marsellus. Lots of happy dollars 
again today from the likes of Jim 
Glad (happy to welcome new mem-
ber Scott), Allen Kosoff (happy to 
have Harry back), Jim Morrow (hap-
py to have seen Harry actually eat for 
the “first time”), Doug Smith (happy 
that nobody had made a point of it 

being Friday the 13th) and Marylin 
Galimi (just happy to be back with 
her Rotary buddies).
Prez Bob enthusiastically introduced 
DG Henry “Mac” MacDonald and 
his lovely wife, Joan, for their official 
Club visit. Mac is a long time mem-
ber of the Auburn Rotary Club, hav-
ing joined in 1979. A retired Y exec, 
he and his wife live in Union Springs 
but have a thriving business in Au-
burn called Finger Lakes Scuba. You 
might say, Mac dives deep for Rotary 
which he says has been a very im-
portant part of his life. Among other 
Rotary initiatives, Mac touted RI’s 
Foundation which is rated 85 among 
the 500 top foundations in the world 
and has been almost singularly re-
sponsible for the near eradication of 
polio in the world. Mac reminded us 
that Rotary joins leaders, exchanges 
ideas and takes action. But we need 
to do more to improve our public 
image and perception. He suggested 
a number of ways to do that includ-
ing getting more involved with social 
media, including Facebook. As to 
what more we can do as Rotarians, 
Mac suggested that our Club aspire 
to receive a Presidential Citation, a 
program advocated by RI President 
Ravi Ravindran, whereby deserving 
Clubs receive special RI recognition 
for helping to make Rotary demon-
strably stronger, more effective at 
delivering service and more widely 
known and respected by the general 
public. Fellow Syracuse Rotarians: 
On to a Presidential Citation!  z



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2015
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor Syracuse Rotary Press  |   rotarypress@twcny.rr.com


