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This Week: Official District Governor Visit
Henry “Mac” MacDonald is serving as our DG from Auburn Rotary
Program Committee

Henry A. MacDonald, DG, joined 
the Auburn Rotary Club in 1979 and 
is a two time past President (82-83 & 
08-09). During his 36 years in Rotary 
he has served on his club's and Dis-
trict-level committees, as well as being 
GSE Team Leader to the Philippines 
in 2006, two years 
as Assistant Gov-
ernor and was 
elected to serve as 
District Governor 
for 2015/16.
Henry (Mac) was 
born in Brooklyn, 
NY, and grew up 
in Rhode Island. 
In his youth he 
spent time in fos-
ter care and in a 
children's home. 
He quit school in 
1964 and went to 

work as a laborer before marrying and 
joining the Army.
He volunteered for the Army Para-
troopers and was assigned to the 82nd 
Airborne Division and 173rd Airborne 
Brigades. He served multiple tours in 
Viet Nam including the 1968 Tet-Of-
fensive. As a Platoon Sergeant on his 

third tour, he was 
severely wounded 
in his right hand, 
arm and leg and 
lost parenial 
nerve function 
causing a com-
plete drop-foot, 
collapsed lung 
and severe head 
trauma with an 
artificial plate in 
his head. He was 
discharged and 
retired from the 

Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A ReCap of Last Week
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

NOV 6 ~ Wow! If you missed to-
day’s meeting, you missed a great 
one. Robert Simpson, President of 
CenterState Corporation for Eco-
nomic Opportunity, was on hand to 
brief us on what’s up with economic 
development initiatives in CNY, and he 
was terrific. There is a lot going on in 
this arena, but more on that later.

In from one of our last 
(sigh…) warm fall days, 
a good crowd of about 
25 Rotarians gathered 
to pledge, sing God 
Bless America (which 
Brad reminded us was 

first sung in 1939 by the late great Kate 
Smith) and sit for PP John Lewien’s 
program—that see 500M  page 2

see DG page 3
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A Look Ahead
NOVEMBER 13

11:00 am 
RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
District 7150 Governor Visit 

Henry “MAC” MacDonald

NOVEMBER 20
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Mike LaFlair - Northeast Hawley 

Development 

NOVEMBER 27
NO ACTIVITY - Thanksgiving

DECEMBER 4
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Frank Ridzi of  

Imagination Library

DECEMBER 11
11:30 am 

Annual Christmas Party

DECEMBER 18
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Art Zimmer 

of Zimmer Motorcars fame

DG Henry MacDonald and his wife Joan (left) 
are pictured above with 2015-16 RI President 
Ravi Ravindran and wife Vanathy.
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Rotary Club of Syracuse Names 2015 Grant Recipients
Twenty non-profit organizations will benefit from Club’s $40,750 in grants

Robert Sherburne, President Rotary Club of Syracuse 2015-16

Robert Sherburne, President of the Rotary Club of Syra-
cuse, and Peter Seiffert, President of the Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation, jointly announce the awarding of the 2015 Syr-
acuse Rotary Club grants, funded by the Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation, the philanthropic arm of the Syracuse Rotary 
Club. Carrying on Syracuse Rotary’s long tradition of ser-
vice to the community, its most recent grantees include 20 
local not-for-profit organizations, from a record breaking 31 
applications, in support of this year’s theme “Helping to Im-
prove our Diverse Community.” 

The twenty grants range from $1000 to $7500 for a to-
tal  giving of $40,750. Over the years, in keeping with its 
motto of “Service Above Self ”, the Rotary Club of Syra-
cuse has funded other worthy local not-for-profit organiza-
tions which help to make Greater Syracuse a better place 
to live and work. The Club will entertain grant applications 
for 2016 early next spring. The Club also welcomes inter-
est in membership. For more information, please consult the 
Syracuse Rotary web site at syracuserotary.org and click on 
Membership and/or P&C. Below are the recipients of this 
year’s Syracuse Rotary Club grants.

InterFaith Works of CNY, a $7500 Presiden-
tial Signature Grant to help facilitate a ground 
breaking Syracuse police-community dialogue 
project.
Bhutanese Community in Syracuse, $2,500 to 
help underwrite basic skill development, healthy 
living and culinary training for local Bhutanese 
refugee women.
Chadwick Residence, $1,500 to help make its 
house a home for homeless women and children.
Charity for Children, $1,500 to help under-
write its innovative client medical transportation 
program for needy children.
Easter Seals, $2,000 to help support its effort 
to assure a skilled and competitive workforce of 
veterans.
Girl Scouts of NYPENN Pathways, $2,500 
to support its anti-bullying Be a Friend First 
program.
Father Champlin’s Guardian Angel Society, 
$2,500 to support its initiatives to provide tui-
tion assistance, mentoring and tutoring services 
for a diverse population of low income students 
from kindergarten through high school.

Hospice of Central New York, $1,500 to sup-
port Camp Healing Hearts for hurting children.
Jowonio School, $1,500 to help expand its 
universal design options to assure that all 
children have access to be full participants in the 
classroom.
Learning Disabilities Association of CNY, 
$1,500 to support its comprehensive Learning 
Without Borders program for youth with learn-
ing disabilities.
Literacy CNY, $1,500 to help fund a vital server 
upgrade in support of its mission to provide 
adults with the necessary literacy tools and skills.
Literacy Coalition of Onondaga County, 
$2,500 to enhance its Syracuse Imagination 
Library project, especially with respect to 
involving parents in their children’s early reading 
initiatives.
McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center, 
$2,000 to support its High Five! Child abuse 
prevention program.
North Side Learning Center, $3,250 in 
memory of long time Syracuse Rotary member 
and literacy pioneer, Dr. Robert Laubach. This 

naming grant (the Center’s library will be named 
in honor of Dr. Bob) will be used to upgrade 
classroom technology supporting the organiza-
tion’s variety of literacy initiatives for low income 
adults and youth. 
On Point for College, $1000 to aid its spring 
2016 campus tour program.
Onondaga Historical Association, $1,000 to 
support its annual Central New York Region 
History Day for the benefit of area students. 
Red House Arts Center, $1,000 to provide at 
risk youth with opportunities to engage in local 
professional theater.
Success By 6, $1,500 to support the United 
Way’s participation in the Salvation Army’s 
annual Christmas Bureau book distribution 
program.
Vera House, $1,000 in support of its emergency 
assistance program for victims of domestic and 
sexual violence.
YMCA of Greater Syracuse, $1,500 in support 
of its long time summer camping program for 
young boys and girls at Camp Iroquois.  z

2015-16 Annual P&C Fund Drive to Kick Off Friday
Dennis Baldwin, Chair P&C Committee

Our annual P&C fund drive kicks off 
this Friday in association with the an-
nouncement of Syracuse Rotary’s 2015 
grants which this year total $40,750. 
Our fund raising goal is $10,000 by 

year’s end. Last year we exceeded our 
goal for the second year in a row. Please, 
be as generous as possible so that we 
can exceed our goal again this year and 
at least partially replenish the “coffers” 
for next year’s grants. You will shortly 
be receiving Prez Bob’s thoughtful letter 

asking for your generous support, with 
a 2015 pledge card enclosed. Hopefully, 
one or more of this year’s Rotary grants 
will inspire you to dig deep and  “pay 
it forward” for the next generation of 
caring Syracuse Rotarians.  z
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NO BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK!
IF YOU FEEL THIS IS INCORRECT, EMAIL 

ROTARYPRESS@TWCNY.RR.COM

DG Mac is a decorated Veteran      from page 1 $500M in grants from NYS             from page 1

Armed Forces with a Bronze Star for Valor, Purple 
Heart, Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm, 
Presidential Citation, 3 Good Conduct Medals, 
and various Campaign and Service ribbons.
In civilian life, Mac attended Roger Williams 
College, turning to the helping professions work-
ing with "At-Risk" youth and families as a social 
worker. In 1978 Henry met his wife Joan (whom he 
married in 1980) and in 1979 he moved to Auburn, 
NY from Rhode Island where he was in auto sales/
leasing as a manager. He was recognized as a Toy-
ota Honor Society member. In 1980 he returned to 
human services with the Easter Seal Society. Over 
the next few years, Henry helped start “Veterans of 
the Nam Era,” hosted a Veteran's radio talk show, 
co-founded the county’s first VA sanctioned Post 
Traumatic Delayed Stress Syndrome counseling 
service, which helped facilitate the “coming out” of 
Viet Vets, and was Cofounder of the Incarcerated 
Veterans' Group in Auburn State Prison. In 1983, 
Mac became Auburn YMCA Community Services 
Outreach Director for Youth and Families "At-
Risk", facilitated a National Youth Project in col-
laboration with American Honda, and created the 
YMCA Respite Care of CNY Program. He was in-
strumental in establishing an Alternative School at 
the YMCA through Cayuga/Onondaga BOCES 
and numerous youth/adult substance abuse educa-
tion/prevention conferences attended by 500-700 
participants. Mac has served on numerous commu-
nity-based boards.
Mac retired from the YMCA in 1997 and in 1998 
he and Joan established Finger Lakes Scuba in 
Auburn. He is a certified Scuba Schools Interna-
tional Instructor Certifier with teaching capabili-
ties through Instructor level. Additionally, Henry 
specializes in Public Safety Diver training through 
Emergency Response Divers International.
Henry and his wife Joan live in Union Springs, NY. 
They have 6 children (3 boys & 3 girls) between 
them and are Grandparents to five boys and one 
girl.  z

is, program length invocation 
which, in John’s inimitable 
style, featured his version of 
the 3 Ts, alternately amusing, 
thoughtful, clever and engag-
ing. And as John observed, “If 
you can’t laugh at yourself, why 
play golf ?
We sang to our visiting Ro-
tarian friend, Bob Batley, who 
acknowledged that he was cel-
ebrating his 70th—yes, that’s 
70th—year of perfect Rotary 
attendance. Way to go Bob! 
And here’s to many more. We 

continued to sing as we wished 
PP Jim Morrow a very hap-
py birthday. His dad, PP Dan 
Morrow, presided over the 
50/50 where Kevin Viscon-
ti took the cash, leaving Dan 
to unsuccessfully draw for the 
Red Queen. Happy dollars ga-
lore again today, thanks to Brad 
Strait, Ginny Carmody, Bob 
Pickett, our guest speaker, Rob 
Simpson, and, of course, the 
venerable Alex Charters. Be-
fore moving on to our program, 
Prez Bob reminded us of next 
week’s visit from DG Mac and 
urged everyone to be on hand 
to welcome him.
Doug Smith ably introduced 
our speaker, Rob Simpson, a 
driving force for economic im-

provements here in CNY. We 
learned that Rob comes from a 
robust Rotarian family which 
he proudly saluted in his open-
ing remarks. (Hey, Jim Glad…
maybe a prospective member?!). 
A Syracuse native, Rob gradu-
ated from Colgate in 1997 and 
later earned a master’s degree 
in Public Administration from 
the Maxwell School. Cen-
terstate CEO is a  non profit 
regional business leadership 
organization, chamber of com-
merce and economic develop-
ment strategist based in Syr-
acuse and representing 2,000 
members of all sizes. It resulted 
from the 2010 merger of the 
Greater Syracuse Chamber of 
Commerce and the Metropol-
itan Development Association. 
Centerstate CEO’s President 
since then, Rob focused his re-
marks on a relatively new initia-
tive called CNY Rising, From 
the Ground Up, which is in the 
running for at least one of the 
$500,000,000 grants offered by 
New York State to improve the 
State’s economy. He described 
several initiatives proposed by 
CNY Rising including an un-
manned systems program, New 
York grown—an ambitious ef-
fort to promote upstate agri-
culture, a global manufacturing 
and logistics hub, an alliance 
for economic inclusion, a na-
tional veterans resources com-
plex—in association with SU, 
and the consensus commission 
on local government. All in all, 
Rob’s team’s proposals sound 
bold, dynamic and high impact 
and offer an exciting approach 
to job development and eco-
nomic growth in CNY. Here’s 
to their capturing the necessary 
funding and a much brighter 
economic future for all of us.  z 

CenterState CEO’s Robert Simpson 
(left) and President Sherburne.
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