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This Week: CenterState Corporation for 
Economic Opportunity’s Robert Simpson

Program Committee

Robert Simpson serves as president of 
the CenterState Corporation for Eco-
nomic Opportunity. CenterState CEO 
is a regional business leadership orga-
nization, chamber of commerce, and 
economic development strategist, based 
in Syracuse, representing 2,000 mem-
bers of all sizes. In 2011, Mr. Simp-
son was appointed by the Governor to 
serve as co-chair of the Central New 
York Regional Economic Development 
Council (CNY REDC), a commission 
responsible for coordinating econom-
ic development for Cayuga, Cortland, 
Madison, Onondaga, and Oswego 
counties. He has also actively engaged 
the Brookings Institution to work with 
the region to develop a Metropolitan 
Business Plan and a Metropolitan Ex-
port Initiative – the region’s most so-
phisticated planning efforts to date. 
Prior to joining CenterState CEO, 
Mr. Simpson worked for Defenders of 
Wildlife, in Washington, DC; served as 
policy director for the State Environ-

mental Resource Center, in Madison, 
Wisconsin, and served as assistant leg-
islative director for the Office of John 
D. Rockefeller, IV, in the United States 
Senate. Mr. Simpson is a native Central 
New Yorker who graduated from Col-

Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A ReCap of Last Week
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

OCT 30 ~ Talk about “Seeing the 
Signs”, what about that jazzy music 
that suddenly interrupted Brad—a 
sign? What are we to make of it? Or 
how about ongoing mike problems? 
More signs? Oh well, we had the plea-
sure of a return visit by local author/

wordsmith Paul Kocak to talk about 
the various signs he daily sees and their 
possible meaning, so just maybe the oc-
casion is causing us to concentrate more 
on the many signs around us. But more 
on that later.In from a cool breezy fall 
day, we pledged, sang a Brad-inspired 
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A Look Ahead
NOVEMBER 6

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Rob Simpson, President of 

CenterState CEO

NOVEMBER 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
District 7150 Governor Visit 

Henry “MAC” MacDonald

NOVEMBER 20
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Mike LaFlair - Northeast Hawley 

Development 

NOVEMBER 27
NO ACTIVITY - Thanksgiving

DECEMBER 4
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Frank Ridzi of  

Imagination Library

DECEMBER 11
12:00 pm 

Annual Christmas Party
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America the Beautiful and listened at-
tentively to Vern invocate a powerful 
prayer of thanks. Brad then reminded 
us about our annual bell ringing stint 
for the Salvation Army (that’s where 
the jazzy music suddenly materialized) 
on Tuesday, December 15, 1-4 PM at 
Shoppingtown. Only briefly fazed by 
the strange musical interlude, Brad re-
grouped and before you could count 6 
had his 6 volunteers. A good sign…. 
Brad also passed around for all to see an 
old photo of former Rotarians par ex-
cellent, Norm Simpson, Dave Osborn, 
Stu Thompson (Mary Lou’s spouse) 
and Brad taken years ago at Norm’s 
camp in the Adirondacks. Fond mem-
ories, indeed.
Resuming control, Prez Bob called for 
good attendance on Friday, November 
13, when DG Mac pays his annual visit 
to the Club. Says he, in effect, please be 
there…. We welcomed our one visiting 
Rotarian, an Episcopal Rector from 
Colorado with a 25 part version of our 
traditional welcome song. Seems prac-
tice may be in order before the DG ar-
rives…. We also welcomed our guests, 
the lovely Evelyn Kocak, daughter of 
our speaker, Paul, and John Williams 
from SU, a prospective Club member.

Mary Lou deftly handled the 50/50 
again this week, where Tom Platt qui-
etly ambled up to take the $5, leaving 
Tom (Lucky) O’Shea to unluckily miss 
the Red Queen. A ton of Happy Dol-
lars today from Jim Morrow, Ray Leach, 
Ginny Carmody, John Marsellus (for 
John Lewien’s hard to miss 
orange blazer), Dan Mor-
row, Butch deAngelo, Brad, 
Bob Pickett, Evelyn Kocak 
and last but not least, long 
time member, Alex Char-
ters (who is celebrating 
spouse Margaret’s 90th 
birthday, along with their 
65th wedding anniversary). 
Wow, what a happy Club. 
Let’s shoot for 100% happy 
next week.
PP Denny introduced Paul 
Kocak who returned today 
to talk about his latest book 
entitled Seeing the Signs: Spirituali-
ty of the Ordinary. Claiming to be no 
expert on spirituality—tho he thought 
of becoming a priest years ago—Paul 
shared several excepted “signs” from his 
book which to him signified the spir-
ituality of the ordinary  including one 
relating to vulnerable adults (aren’t we 
all?), another focusing on the beautiful 
monarch butterfly (a sign of the royal 
oui), one suggesting that we need more 

“life is worth living” signs (amen to 
that) and still another advocating that  
if we feel better, we’ll see better (you 
bet). Paul’s intriguing presentation was 
well received, but as is usually the case, 
you have to read his little book to get 
the full flavor. On that score, yours truly 

has read it and found it to be a whim-
sical, amusing, observant and incite-full 
way of looking at the multitude of signs 
in our world. If you’re interested, it’s 
available on Amazon, along with his 
other books including Tipp Hill Lita-
nies and Baseball’s Starry Night. By the 
way, Brad asked about signs on bumper 
stickers to which Paul replied he once 
saw one that said “what if the hokey 
pokey is what it’s all about?” Something 
to think about…  z

More Signs Needed from page 1

Author, Paul Kocak, reads from his book last week

Syracuse Rotary Foundation Trustees and Club Board of Directors
Mystery Solved! - The Who’s Who On What Board question is answered, we think...

Jim Morrow, PP

A good portion of our Club membership has been around for 
quite a while. And, they can probably tell you what it was like 
when the club’s membership was counted by the hundreds, not 
by dozens. Well, back then, for a lack of a better explanation and 
for whatever reason, those Rotarians of years past seem to have 
kept track of members’ enrollment in various committees and 
boards possibly a little better than we do today. With today’s 
technology, it doesn’t seem possible that keeping record of who 
serves on what would be as difficult as we have made it.

In one of our many email exchanges last week, Denny Baldwin 
and I raised this very question: Who sits on The Rotary Club 
of Syracuse Board of Directors? Who has the list? Who was 
elected? Who are the directors? The same question came up re-
garding the Foundation. Who are the trustees, exactly?
So, Denny and I, with the valuable help of our Secretary, Ray 
Leach, compiled the mysterious lists. If you have the same curi-
ousity we had, visit the club’s website (syracuserotary.org) and 
click on RCS DETAILS. Oh, by the way - The Four Way Test 
is there, too, if you need a refresher.  z 
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Merged with Chamber in 2010          from page 1

gate University in 1997. He earned a master’s degree 
in Public Administration from the Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University.
CenterState CEO moved to the Pike Block, a mixed-
use development at the southwest corner of South Sa-
lina and West Fayette streets in 2014. The development 
organization is leasing 12,000 square feet of space on 
the first and second floors of the Pike Block, a collec-
tion of four historic buildings being redeveloped into a 
mix of apartments, office space and storefronts by VIP 

Development Associates. CenterState, which employs 
about 70 people, moved from its long-time home at 
572 S. Salina St. on the southern edge of downtown. 
The new offices are about half the size of its old office. 
CenterState officials said technology, including digital 
file storage, and a more efficient use of space have al-
lowed it to function in a smaller space with the same 
number of employees. 
CenterState formed from the merger of the Greater 
Syracuse Chamber of Commerce and the Metropoli-
tan Development Association in 2010. Following the 
merger, the Metropolitan Development Association’s 
staff moved into the chamber’s headquarters at 572 S. 
Salina St. The chamber operated from that location 
beginning in 1991.  z

CenterState CEO’s headquarters in the newly renovated Pike 
Block, downtown Syracuse.

District 7150 Polio Challenge
District 7150 October 2015 Newsletter

The Adirondack Foothills Club’s Jack Scott, a Rotarian of 40 
years, challenged every member of his club to contribute $30, 
$60 or $90 (or more) towards End Polio Now. If they got 100% 
participation from their members, the club would double the 
contribution - AND THEY DID! They sent in $1,840, which 
will turn into $5,520 with the contribution from the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation. That’s all from one club.
The Adirondack Foothills Club challenges every club in Dis-
trict 7150 to do the same. If you haven’t planned a polio fund-
raiser and your club funds can swing it, issue this challenge to 
your members. Use the latest news to convince them of the 
importance for this final push and remind them Bill Gates is 
tripling our donations! Let your AG know if your club will be 
participating so we can report all success. Many thanks to AF 
Club President Steve for sending us this challenge!  z

Syracuse Rotary Sends Three to RLI
Douglas Smith

Syracuse Rotarians, Marylin 
Galimi, Mike Masci, and 
Doug Smith, attended the 
Rotary Leadership Institute 
on October 24th at Ver-
non-Verona High School. 
The day long sessions covered 
information on roles, charac-
teristics and responsibilities 
of Rotary leaders, the Rota-
ry Foundation, and how to 
successfully manage service 
projects. Helpful topics like 
the history of Rotary, the 
international focus, and very 
practical information like 
what do all those acronyms 
in Rotary actually stand for, 
were covered by volunteer 
Rotary faculty lead by DG 
Henry "Mac" MacDonald, 
PDG Deb Glisson and Nor-

ma Madayag-Reilly who is 
RLI Vice Chair for Upstate 
NY. How to promote Rotary 
to others and the Object of 
Rotary along with the Five 
Avenues of Service and the 
Rotary Code of Conduct 
were presented with lots of 
time to ask questions and in-
teract with the more than 35-
40 attendees from through-
out District 7150. Lots of 
engagement ideas were rec-
ommended for making Clubs 
more vibrant and getting 
new members involved from 
the get-go to keep them en-
thusiastic about the Club. It 
was great to meet other lead-
ers from DeWitt, Camillus, 
Skaneateles and other Clubs. 
More to come at a future 
Club meeting.  z



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2015
SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor Syracuse Rotary Press  |   rotarypress@twcny.rr.com


