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This Week’s Program: Clear Path 4 Vets
Lynn Fox and Kathleen Hannon to present on Friday

Program Committee

Clear Path For Veterans is 
an all-inclusive commu-
nity-based resource center 
that partners with local busi-
nesses and organizations to 
connect service members 
and their families to the 
resources they need, and 
provide them with in-house 
non-clinical programs to 
ensure that our Veterans are 
holistically supported in all 
of their physical and emo-
tional needs.
Clear Path for Veterans 
was established in 2011 by 
co-founders Melissa Spicer, 
Steve Kinne MD (ret), 
MPH Col. (ret.) USAF, 
and Melinda Sorrentino. 
They shared a vision that 

returning Veterans needed 
a “landing pad” to decom-
press, reintegrate, and real-
ize wellness. The inaugural 
program, “Dogs2Vets” was 
the first concrete effort to 
help Veterans in this man-
ner. Dogs2Vets partici-
pants find relief from their 
post-traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD) symptoms in 
the form of a service dog, 
and the program helps Vet-
erans find the right dog, and 
train it.
Clear Path’s property is a 
mixture of fields and wood-
lands; it sits atop a promi-
nent ridge and offers miles 
of breathtaking views to the 
North from Lake Oneida to 

Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A ReCap of Last Week
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

OCT 9 ~ Well, the rain finally came 
and put an end to our spectacular run 
of beautiful, dry weather. But rain was 
needed and didn’t interfere a bit with 
the “sunny” atmosphere inside Drum-
lins as we welcomed well respected 
community leader, Mark Muhammad, 
to our Syracuse Rotary podium to share 
his timely thoughts on how to go about 
creating more successful human  rela-
tionships. A former student of our Pat 

Spadafora, Mark paid special tribute in 
his presentation to Pat for his leader-
ship at Henninger High School which, 
testified Mark, was of great benefit to 
him and his fellow students. But more 
on Mark later….
Subbing for our traveling Prez Bob, 
President Elect Doug Smith ably 
wielded the gavel as he brought our 
gregarious group to order. Naturally, 

see PROGRAMS page 2
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Upcoming Meetings
OCTOBER 16

11:00 am 
SRF Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Lynn Fox & Kathleen Hannon 

Clear Path for Veterans

OCTOBER 23
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Northland Communications 

Maureen McCarthy Tracy, 
Director Community Relations

OCTOBER 30
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Paul Kocak, author, 

Seeing the Signs

NOVEMBER 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Rob Simpson 

CenterStateCEO

NOVEMBER 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Centro Travel Advisor 

Victoria Sonne

Lynn Fox, Community 
Outreach Manager

Kate Hannon, Program 
Director
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Edward Corcoran, 
Former Syracuse 

Rotarian, dies at 90
syracuse.com *

Edward J, Corcor-
an, 90 of Marietta, 
passed away peace-
fully Thursday, Oc-
tober 8 at Auburn 
Memorial Hospital. 
Ed was born in Syr-

acuse to the late Mayor Thomas 
J. and Virginia Corcoran. In his 
youth, he achieved the distinct 
honor of Eagle Scout. After Cen-
tral Tech H.S., he served in the US 
Navy during WWII on the USS 
Chilton as a signalman. Upon his 
return home, Ed wed his sweet-
heart, Jean Bishop. While working 
several day jobs, Ed went to night 
school at SU, and then managed 
a family-owned business, Peerless 
Press, Inc. until his retirement in 
1991. He was an active member of 
Rotary for over 60 years in Syra-
cuse and Skaneateles. He was also 
a 4th degree Grand Knight in the 
Knights of Columbus Council 
#4114. Ed stayed active by gar-
dening, swimming, sailing, cross 
country skiing, spending time 
with his many grandkids, or just 
feeding the birds. 
Calling hours will be 4 to 7 p.m. 
on Friday, October 16 at Ryan Fu-
neral Home, 44 E. Main Street, 
Marcellus. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, October 17 in St. Pat-
rick's Church, Route 80, Otisco. 
The Rite of Committal and burial 
will be in St. Francis Xavier Cem-
etery, Marcellus. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions may be made to St. 
Patrick's Church, P.O. Box 288, 
Marietta, NY 13110.  z

* edited for space

Oswego. Clear Path’s facility is located in 
both Madison and Onondaga counties, 
about 13 miles southeast of the Syracuse 
VA medical center. Clear Path’s outreach 
extends to the same 13-county catch-
ment served by the VAMC. An informal 
partnership with the VA dates back to 
the founding in 2011. The VA continues 
to refer Veterans to Clear Path’s pro-
grams and services, some of which rely 
on VA diagnoses for admittance.
Clear Path’s 12,000 sq ft facility on 78 
acres of rural property is well suited to 
providing tranquility conducive to the 
goals of their programs. A few of the 
programs they offer are:

DOGS2VETS
Dogs help people. The primary goal of 
theDogs2Vets program is to provide 
emotional support to Veterans with Post 

Traumatic Stress, military sexual trauma 
or other physical impairments by estab-
lishing a reliable relationship between 
Veterans and their canine companion. 
All Veterans accepted through their 
general application process begin the 
program with basic dog training with 
their own carefully assigned dog. Dogs 
are selected from shelters and matched 
with Veterans based on specific needs 
and interests. Whether the ultimate goal 
is to achieve service dog status or sim-
ply to have a well-trained companion, all 
program participants find support and 
encouragement from our knowledgeable 
Dogs2Vets staff and Clear Path team.

WARRIOR RESET
Groups schedule and together attend 
a day of integrative medicine amongst 
fellow military members and Veterans 
in the Clear Path Warrior Reset. The 

day begins with acupuncture, 
mindfulness & meditation, pre-
sentation of programs, breaks 
with a nutritious lunch and fin-
ishes with one on one modali-
ties. Group resets are scheduled 
for active duty, pre and post 
deployment, transitioned and, 
female veteran specific as well 
as their family. businesses and 
organizations have the option 
to set up regular standing ap-
pointments for their employees.

CLEAR PATH KIDS
This program is designed to 
support families who partic-
ipate in Wellness Resets and 
other on-site events at thier fa-
cility. Clear Path Kids provides 
a safe, structured, and fun en-
vironment run by Childhood 
and Early Childhood Edu-
cators for children ages 2-15. 
Military children and families 
will participate in activities that 
serve to support and strength-
en bonds to promote a healthy, 
family-centered lifestyle.  z
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BIRTHDAYS

MICHAEL (MIKE) MASCI
Birthday: October 8
Joined: February 2014

CHARLES P. DARROW
Birthday: October 17 
Joined: October 2002

DAN OLIVADOTI
Birthday: October 8
Joined: July 2015

RAMON (RAY) D. LEACH
Birthday: October 17 
Joined: May 1974
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we pledged, sang a rousing rendition of 
America under PP Brad’s leadership and 
(once he located his notes), listened at-
tentively to Brad’s thoughtful invocation 
featuring a poem entitled “Surprise in 
Heaven” which calls on all of us to refrain 
from being judgmental.
PE Doug shared some dates in history 
including the fact that today is, interest-
ingly, the birthday of both John and Sean 
(his son) Lennon—albeit 35 years apart. 
Doug also extolled the virtues of today’s 
delicious leak soup and Mary Ann whose 
cheerful service we’ve greatly enjoyed. 
We sang to Mike Masci whose birthday 
was yesterday and then welcomed sever-
al guests including Bernie Bregman and 
Upstate Hospital official, Win Thurlow, 
guest of PP Denny. BTW Bernie wise-
ly elected to take the cash on the 50/50, 
given that there were 52 cards today. 
Long time secretary, Ray Leach, then 
bravely drew for the Red Queen but sad-
ly missed. Lots of happy people today as 
PP Pete Seiffert, PP Jim Glad, Bernie, 
Marylin and Alex each threw in a buck 
to commemorate various states of hap-
piness.
Doug then introduced Denise Robert-
son, Director of Development and Com-
munication for InterFaith Works, who 
warmly thanked the Club for its $1500 
grant in celebration of IFW’s ground 
breaking initiatives and then updated us 
on all the good work being undertaken 
by IFW these days, especially in the area 
of  refugee resettlement, spiritual care, 
senior assistance and structured, democ-
racy-based community dialogue focused 
on significant local issues including com-
batting racism. Accompanying Denise 
was Peter Willner, Director of IFW’s 
new El-Hindi Dialogue Center.
Pat Spadafora introduced our speaker 
(and his former student), Mark Mu-
hammad, who opened his presentation 
by acknowledging the strength of his 
Muslim faith as a student-minister of 
the Nation of Islam and greeted us with 

the traditional “Peace Be Upon You”. Be-
fore proceeding to eloquently share with 
us his three keys to successful personal 
relationships, Mark, a ’78 grad of Hen-
ninger High, generously saluted Pat for 
his strong leadership while long time 
Principal at Henninger. Kudos to Pat 
who has been our go-to guy forever on 
Syracuse Rotary’s much heralded annual 
youth awards program. 
A prof at both OCC and SU in the field 
of communications, Mark indicated that 
his three aforementioned principles vital 
to responsible productive relationships 
are commitment (pick something you 
like to do and go for it), communicate 
(in a variety of ways, not excluding lis-
tening) and cooperation (vital to good 
productive relationships). Mark’s presen-
tation was extremely well received, and 
his thoughtful and articulate approach to 
human relationships should be of great 
benefit to him and our community as he 
seeks re-election this fall to the Syracuse 
City School District’s Board of Educa-
tion.  z

Three keys delivered perfectly                                                              from page 1

Mark Muhammad (L) and stand-in Prez Smith.

Denise Robertson of InterFaith Works

Rotarians at 
the Symphony
Brad Strait organizes an 

evening of food and music 
Jim Morrow

OCT 10 ~ It was a blustery night 
with a wind chill that made my 
teeth hurt. No, wait! It was a 
balmy 70 degrees and nothing 
in the air made one think it was 
creeping up on mid-October. I 
love unseasonable weather, but 
only in months when it is sup-
posed to be cold and damp. Mov-
ing along, my daughter, Cassidy, 
and I joined up late with a group 
of Syracuse Rotarians and their 
significant others at The Onon-
daga County Civic Center for a 
Symphiria! concert. The program 
included Mozart’s Overture to 
Don Giovanni, Dvorak’s Cello 
Concerto in B minor with Julie 
Albers as the featured cello so-
loist, and concluded with Rach-
maninoff ’s Symphonic Dances. 
Even though my seven-year-old, 
began showing signs of “ants-in-
the-pants” half way through Sym-
phonic Dances, I think she truly 
enjoyed the experience. Thank 
you Brad for securing tickets and 
planning a wonderful evening.  z

Spencer Wallace is shown in the lobby 
of the Hotel Syracuse in 1964, left, 
and at the age of 92 in 2015, right. 
Wallace was the general manager of 
the historic hotel from 1964 to 1988. 
Spence is a former Syracuse Rotarian.

(Rick Moriarty, syracuse.com)
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