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This Week: More Producticve Relationships
Syracuse Rotary to welcome Mark Muhammad on Friday

Program Committee

A life long citizen of Syr-
acuse, Mark Muhammad 
has remained a passionate 
and compassionate worker 
in the community commit-
ted to serving those who 
may need advocacy, rep-
resentation or support for 
their equality efforts. In his 
own words: “All of us are in 
relationships in the most 
important areas of our 
lives: home, work, school, etc. 
Although many of us feel that our lives 
would be much better if we didn’t have 
to deal with people, the truth of the 
matter is we are social beings.” Join us 
this Friday as Mark shares with us three 
principles that will increase our chances 
of having many long-lasting productive 
relationships.

The Syracuse New Times has said, 
“Whether he is talking to parents, to 
students, to teachers, Muhammad’s 
watchword is “responsibility.”
Mark received his associate’s degree in 
Business Technology from OCC, his 

Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A ReCap of Last Week
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

OCT 2 ~ Fall was in the air, a pretty 
good day to hear from the good folks at 
the Chadwick Residence who provide 
transitional and permanent housing 
and independent life style assistance 
for homeless women and children. Can 
you imagine having no home here in 
Syracuse, as the cold weather moves in. 
Well, the need unfortunately is great, 
and Jenni Gratien, Chadwick Resi-

dence Program Manager, was on hand 
today to talk about their program and 
suggest ways that we can help.
But before all that, as usual, we pledged 
our allegiance, sang God Bless America 
(led by PP Jim Morrow in PP Brad’s 
absence) and listened attentively to Prez 
Bob’s thoughtful (albeit impromptu) 
invocation. By the way we met today in 
the private room off Pascale’s restaurant 
because, of all coincidences, Chadwick 
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Upcoming Meetings
OCTOBER 9

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Mark Muhammad

InterFaith Works Grant Update

OCTOBER 16
11:00 am 

SRF Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Lynn Fox & Kathleen Hannon 

Clear Path for Veterans

OCTOBER 23
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Northland Communications 

Maureen McCarthy Tracy, 
Director Community Relations

OCTOBER 30
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Paul Kocak, author, 

Seeing the Signs

Mark Muhammad is a well-respected member of the 
community who has helped in the classroom and beyond.

Ed Corcoran, a former Syracuse 
Rotarian and long-time editor of 

The Syracuse Rotary Press, has 
recently entered hospice care, it 
has been learned from a family 

member. Please, keep Ed in your 
thoughts and prayers. 
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bachelor’s degree from Cornell Univer-
sity’s School of Industrial and Labor Re-
lations and his master’s degree in Speech 
Communication from Syracuse Univer-
sity. 
Currently, he is an associate professor 
at Onondaga Community College in 
the English/Reading/Communication 
department and an adjunct professor in 
the College of Arts and Science’s Renee 
Crown University Honors Program at 
Syracuse University.
As an entrepreneur and international 
communications consultant, Mark con-
ducts seminars teaching communication 
leadership skills. As a lecturer, he travels 
to schools, colleges and universities to 
encourage students to accept life’s chal-
lenges to believe in themselves and to 
commit to their education.
Recently appointed to the Syracuse City 
School District’s Board of Education, in 
addition to being a husband and father, 
Mark serves his community in various 
other ways including as a student-min-

ister of the Honorable Minister Louis 
Farrakhan of the Nation of Islam. He 
also served on the Gifford Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees for 12 years and has 
been a long time advocate of issues that 
positively impact black, Latino and poor 
people.
Mark accepted Stephanie Miner’s re-
quest to join the SCSD board in January 
of 2105 to replace Bill Bullen, who re-
signed because he was moving to Bos-
ton. The school board seat is up for elec-
tion in November.
In an interview with Syracuse.com ear-
lier this year, Muhammad said that de-
spite the district’s struggles with student 
discipline, teacher evaluations and other 
issues, he sees “great opportunity’’ for the 
schools to make progress. “I always like 
to look at the glass as half full,’’ he said.
Muhammad, 54, his wife and their two 
grown children all attended city schools 
and graduated from Henninger High 
School.   z

Responsibility is relationship key                                                      from page 1

A Rotary Foundation Minute
PDG Neil McBeth, District 6400

We hope you will spend time with your 
October 2015 issue of The Rotarian to 
learn about two upcoming Rotary spe-
cial events.
First, on October 24, 2015, Rotarians 
around the world will observe World 
Polio Day. It will include a live streaming 
event on October 23 at 6:30 eastern time 
that will highlight the success of Rotary 
and our partners in battling polio. It will 
also stress the importance of continuing 
the campaign until total eradication of 
the disease is achieved. Rotarians are en-
couraged to join this online event. You 
can link to the site by simply googling 
“Rotary World Polio Day 2015”. The 
content will contain both educational 
and entertainment presentations.

Second, Foundation Trustee Chair Ray 
Klinginsmith presents information on 
the early plans for the 2016-2017 cen-
tennial celebration of The Rotary Foun-
dation. His message emphasizes the im-
portance of the participation of Clubs 
and Districts in undertaking special 
projects to demonstrate their support 
of the Foundation during the celebra-
tion. This could include consideration 
of prornottng &warene::,s uf lire ;r;-
1portant work of th& Found<1tion as 
well as making 2015-2016 an especially 
strong period for donations to support 
the Foundation’s programs. District and 
club committees are encouraged to take 
leadership roles in supporting both of 
these Rotary events.  z

Residence was having its annual 
fund raiser this evening in the 
conference area where we usually 
meet.
Wow, no birthdays or visitors 
today so Prez Bob moved on to 
introducing 3 well spoken rep-
resentatives from PEACE, Inc. 
who joined us today to thank the 
Club for our $1500 grant to its 
English as a Second Language 
Family Literacy Program (which 
helps new American families 
gain skills needed to work toward 
self-sufficiency) and tell us more 
about the long time good works 
of PEACE right here in Cen-
tral New York. Following that 
Mary Lou honchoed the 50/50 
where new member, Kevin Vis-
conti, unsuccessfully drew for the 
Red Queen, enabling PP Frank 
Decker to walk away with the big 
$5. Not too many Happy Dollars 
today (maybe the cool weather is 
already having its effect…), but 
venerable Alex and PP Jim came 
up with a buck apiece because, 
well, they were happy….
PP Denny introduced Jenni 
Gratien (see above) who brief-
ly explained the essence of the 
Chadwick Residence for those 
of us unfamiliar with this special 
resource and then showed a very 
powerful and informative 8 min-
ute video, featuring the personal 
stories of several women who 
have been helped. Encouraging-
ly, Jenni reports that the success 
rate at CR (“where women take 
their next steps toward indepen-
dence”) is over 90%. Sadly, Jenni 
advises that there is no compara-
ble resource available for men in 
the Syracuse area. For more in-
formation on the Chadwick Res-
idence, check out their web site at 
www.chadwickresidence.org.  z

No Red Queen from page 1
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Grant Update Friday: InterFaith Works
P&C & Program Committees

In February of 2015, Inter-
Faith Works of CNY was 
the recipient of a $1500 Ro-
tary Club of Syracuse grant 
that was used to recognize 
donors to their $1.8 mil-
lion fundraising campaign, 
Building Unity/Affirming 
Dignity. The recognition 
came in the form of a “Do-
nor Wall” within the orga-
nization’s new headquarters 
at 1010 James Street in 
Syracuse. Dozens of wooden discs, 
each with a donor’s name, adorn 
the lobby of the renovated facility, 
which houses all of IFW’s services 
providing operational efficiencies, 
higher visibility, and more effec-
tive client and community service. 
Also, plaques have been installed in 
areas that were specifically chosen 
by a naming donor, and a keepsake 
brochure lists all donors and reflect 
the sentiments of those who have 
made naming gifts.

IFW serves our community 
through four main programs: The 
Ahmad & Elizabeth El-Hindi 
Center for Dialogue, The Center 
for New Americans, The Senior 
Companion and Spiritual Care 
programs, and English as a Second 
Language programs.
Denise Robertson, IFW’s Director 
of Development and Communica-
tion, will speak to Syracuse Rotary 
on Friday.  z

Jim Morrow (L) presents a $1500 grant to Beth 
Broadway (C) and Denise Robertson (R) of 
InterFaith Works in February.

Call For Hosts: Open World Program 2016
An opportunity to build fellowship and friendship

rotary.org to Club Presidents

We are pleased to announce new host-
ing opportunities under the Open 
World Program during the 2016 calen-
dar year.
The Open World Program is available 
only to Rotary clubs in the United 
States, and provides an opportunity 
to build fellowship and friendship to 
strengthen international understanding 
by hosting emerging Eurasian leaders 
from Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakh-
stan, Kosovo, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, 
Russia, Tajikistan, and Ukraine in your 
community. Rotary clubs are needed 

to host six-participant delegations for 
eight days and nights and prepare a 
professional program related to busi-
ness, community, and civic life in the 
United States.
The program focuses primarily on de-
veloping a network of leaders who have 
an understanding of how American 
communities deal with contemporary 
issues and who want to maintain con-
tact with their new American contacts 
and other counterparts. Often, these 
collaborations lead to service projects 
between Rotary clubs in the two coun-
tries.

Is your Rotary club interested in work-
ing on an international project, hosting 
six Open World participants (emerging 
and/or current Eurasian leaders) for 
eight days, and willing to develop an 
intensive week of programs based on a 
selected Open World theme? Review 
the Open World Program Brochure 
and Host Request Form and email 
the completed form to openworldpro-
gram@rotary.org by Thursday, 15 Oc-
tober 2015.
Find out more about the Open World 
Program or email us at openworldpro-
gram@rotary.org.  z

District 7150 
Foundation Brunch

District 7150

Representatives from every Rotary Club in 
District 7150 are encouraged to attend the 
annual Foundation Brunch. To register for 
the event, please visit the calendar page on 
the District website: www.rotay7150.org.
• 2015 D-7150 Foundation Brunch
• November 1, 2015
• 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
• $25.00
• Traditions at the Links 

5900 North Burdick Street 
East Syracuse, NY 13057 

Please come to hear reports from District 
Rotary Clubs who were recipients of Dis-
trict Grants in 2014-15 and 2015-16. This 
will be a testament to the versatility of the 
District Grant system. Come away from 
this brunch with ideas for putting together 
your own club’s District Grant proposal for 
2016-17.
Members of; Major Donors, Arch Klumph 
Society, Bequest Society, and Paul Harris 
Society will be acknowleded, as well.  z
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