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This Week’s Program: Greek Peak & 
Toggenburg Co-owner John Meier

Elmira businessman has skied at the resort for decades
Program Committee

John Meier and Marc 
Stemerman bought 
Greek Peak in 2013 for 
$7.6 million after a fed-
eral bankruptcy court in 
Syracuse approved the 
sale of the town of Virgil 
resort to the two Elmi-
ra-based businessmen
Greek Peak Mountain 
Resort, the largest Cen-
tral New York ski resort, 
was founded in 1958 and has remained 
at the leading edge of the ski industry. 
The resort currently features thirty-two 
trails, six aerial lifts, two surface lifts, a 
beginners’ slope, three terrain parks, a 
full service Nordic center with groomed 
cross country and snowshoe trails, and 
an average annual snowfall of over 122 
inches. 

The resort employs near-
ly 1,000 people during 
the ski season and at-
tracts an average of 
250,000 skiers each year. 
Since acquiring Greek 
Peak they have invest-
ed nearly $9 million in 
mountain improvements 
including the first and 
only quad chairlift in 
Central New York, new 
grooming equipment, 
and new snowmaking 

infrastructure. The “Adventure Center” 
includes a mountain coaster, zip lines, 
ropes course, and tubing center. The 
four-season resort is located in New 
York’s scenic Finger Lakes region, con-
veniently just minutes from I-81. Ame-
nities include three new resort dining 

Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A ReCap of Last Week
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

SEP 18 ~ Our guest today was Dr. Ca-
sey Crabill, eighth president of Onon-
daga Community College. What a fit-
ting program as thousands of our kids 
return to school to obtain the education 
so desperately needed to succeed today. 
OCC has been a beacon for quality ed-
ucation since its founding in 1962, and 
it was our privilege to have Dr. Crabill 

join us today to update us on what’s 
going on at CNY’s second largest un-
dergraduate college. But more on that 
later….
With a bright fall sun beaming in from 
the golf course, Prez Bob brought us 
to order, robustly led the pledge, intro-
duced PP Brad to lead us in You’re a 
Grand Old Flag (which needed some 

see MEIER page 2

see ELECTRIFYING page 3
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Upcoming Meetings
SEPTEMBER 25

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Greek Peak - John Meier

Literacy CNY Grant Update

New Member Induction

OCTOBER 2
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Chadwick Rersidence

PEACE Inc. Grant Update

OCTOBER 9
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Interfaith Works Grant Update

OCTOBER 16
11:00 am 

SRF Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Lynn Fox & Kathleen Hannon 

Clear Path for Veterans

OCTOBER 25
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Northland Communications 

Maureen McCarthy Tracy, 
Director Community Relations

John Meier to speak Friday
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Meier is one busy man from page 1

options, a world- class customized spa, fitness center, and 
a 41,000 square foot indoor waterpark. The Resort is posi-
tioned adjacent to 7,000 acres of State protected land that 
is accessible by all residents and guests for cross country 
skiing, hiking, snowshoeing, and horseback riding. 

At a press conference on September 16,  Meier and Stemer-
man announced the purchase of Toggenburg Mountain in 
the town of Fabius. They see Toggenburg as an opportunity 
to draw in visitors to Greek Peak from the Syracuse and 
northern markets. Toggenburg has 12 ski trails.
The combination of Toggenburg and Greek Peak will allow 
season pass holders for the best “two for one” value in Cen-
tral New York skiing and boarding with reciprocal season 
pass privileges at each mountain. They look forward to wel-
coming all season pass holders at Toggenburg, Greek Peak, 
and all neighboring ski areas to the best value in CNY ski-
ing. 
Speaking Friday at Syracuse Rotary is John H. Meier, Pres-
ident of Meier Industries, which consists of the following:  
SEPAC, Inc., RES-Q-JACK, Inc., I DO MACHINING 
(IDM), and Foam Specialties, Inc. Their products and mar-
kets include electromagnetic and electromechanical brakes, 
clutches and actuators for military, commercial aerospace,  
space, energy, robotics, medical and industrial applications, 
rescue tools used by America’s first responders and fire de-
partments for motor vehicle accidents, trench rescue and 
structural collapse, a full-line CNC machine shop and 
foam fabrication for medical and packaging applications. 
Meier Industries employs 65 employees at their company 
manufacturing facility in Elmira. In 1999, John acquired 
Ward Diesel Filter Systems subsequently divesting it in 
2013. John lives in Elmira with his wife, Christine, and 
their three children, Madeleine (13), Alexandra (11) and 
Gavin (6).  z

Greek Peak has been in the service of making family memories for 
over 50 years.

5 or 6 Surprising Upstate NY Facts
www.iloveny.com

1. Food Network TV star, Guy Fieri recently gave Utica 
a taste of fame when he featured Utica Greens (made 
with escarole) and other local dishes on his show Guy’s 
Big Bite.

2. Otsego Lake is the “Glimmerglass” lake in James Feni-
more Cooper’s novels and Leatherstocking Tales.

3. Fans of Rod Serling’s The Twilight Zone, which now 
enjoys cult status, flock to Binghamton to see his boy-
hood home, the bandstand in Recreation Park that in-
spired an episode of the TV series, and a Rod Serling 
exhibit at the Forum Theatre.

4. Big Moose Lake, near Old Forge in Herkimer Coun-
ty, is the site of the infamous 1906 murder of Grace 
Brown by Chester Gillette, which Theodore Dreiser 
used as the basis for his critically acclaimed novel “An 
American Tragedy.” It was further immortalized in the 
1951 movie “A Place in the Sun” starring Elizabeth 
Taylor and Montgomery Clift.

5. Chittenango is home to the birthplace of legendary au-
thor L. Frank Baum. Every June they host Oz-Strav-
aganza featuring actors from the original movie, cur-
rent day Oz legacy writers, costume contests, a parade 
and Oz-themed exhibits. Chittenango has two “Yellow 
Brick” sidewalks lining their main street.

6. It snows 10 out of 12 months a year in Upstate NY.

New Member Induction Friday
Membership Committee

On Friday, The Rotary Club of Syracuse will induct Kevin Vis-
conti as its 51st member with a classification of Financial Man-
agement. Kevin, who finished a triathlon a few weeks ago, works 
for Diversified Capital Management and is sponsored by Jim 
Gladziszewski, who also happens to be the Membership chair. 
Stay tuned for two more inductees in the near future: Kimberly 
Dwyer, an architect, and Josh Amidon of Haylor Freyer & Coon, 
are both scheduled to become members soon.

If you are aware of a club member who is ill, 
homebound or hospitalized, please contact 

Syracuse Rotarian, Dr. Al Falcone at 315-446-6113 
or email him at aefalcone@hotmail.com

NO BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK OR NEXT!
IF THIS IS INCORRECT, EMAIL ROTARYPRESS@TWCNY.RR.COM
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rehearsal…) and then turned the po-
dium over to PP Vern who shared an 
inspiring invocation focusing on people 
who enrich our lives.
Brad again reminded us about the up-
coming SRC Symphoria outing on 
Saturday, October 10 and encouraged 
attendance at what is shaping up to be 
a terrific concert. He also reported on 
last Saturday’s Matthew 25 Golf Tour-
nament which brought several Syracuse 
Rotarians out to support one of our 
prior Signature Grant recipients. PP 
Volker joined in the announcements 

by urging us all to attend the upcom-
ing international box lacrosse cham-
pionships hosted for the first by the 
Onondaga Nation right here in CNY. 
Players from all over the world will be 
attending to compete in what should 
be a very exciting event. On a personal 
note, another Rotarian observed that 

Volker’s son, Eric, is among the prima-
ry organizers for this historic event.
Tony Ortega, MOST’s EVP, and Me-
riel Stokoe, MOST’s Education Di-
rector, added electricity to the meeting 
by demonstrating the Van der Graaf 
Generator purchased from funds do-
nated earlier this year by Syracuse Ro-
tary. Perhaps the most electrifying (hair 
raising?) moment came when volunteer 
Allen Kosoff bravely put his hands on 
the generator (which creates static elec-
tricity) as Meriel cranked it up to the 
point where Allen’s hair actually stood 
on end. Fortunately, Allen survived the 
experiment and returned to his table 
with plaudits from the newly  ener-
gized group.
Alex Charters gave a moving tribute to 
Dr. Bob Laubach who recently passed 
away at the rich “young” age of 96 after 
a lifetime of service. Bob Pickett also 
joined in  fondly remembering Dr. Bob. 
You already know that Dr. Bob’s life of 
accomplishment was nicely outlined in 
this week’s Press.
“Visitor” Butch deAngelo drew for the 
winner in the 50/50 but missed, leaving 
the cash to golfer par excellence, John 
Bertram. On the Happy Dollar front, 
Pat S. was  happy to announce his 62nd 
(count ‘em, 62!) wedding anniversa-
ry, Bob Sargent was happy about SU’s 
football wins and Mike Masci happy 
that Allen survived the Van der Graaf 
Generator.
PP Denny introduced our speaker, Dr. 
Casey Crabill, OCC President. A for-
mer Rotarian herself, Dr. Crabill ob-

served that the respective missions of 
Rotary and OCC are aligned, and that 
she was very happy to be with us to pro-
vide an update  on all the good things 
going on these days at OCC. Leading 
from its tag line of Explore, Discover, 
Transform, OCC is clearly not your 
“grandfather’s” college, having grown 
from an initial 500 students to nearly 
13,000 students, 40,000 graduates and 
more than half a million others who 
have availed themselves of the college’s 
programs and services. Using various 
examples of success, Dr. Crabill sum-
marized OCC’s four primary missions: 
To build skills for ready transfer, to un-
dertake remedial education for entering 
students, to enhance workforce devel-
opment and to be a good community 
partner. Noting the importance of an 
OCC education to CNY, Dr. Crabill 
said that 85% of her graduates will stay 
within 25 miles of Syracuse. Congrat-
ulations to Dr. Crabill and her terrific 
OCC team for helping to make educa-
tion come alive here in CNY.  z

President Sherburne (R) holds the mic for Alex 
Charters’ tribute to Dr. Bob.

Electrifying a Rotarian made easy... from page 1

Allen Kosoff (C) gets electrified while Tony 
Ortega (R) and Meriel Stokoe (L) of the MOST 
look on in horror.

Grant Update from LiteracyCNY Friday
P&C Committee / Program Committee

LiteracyCNY, formerly Literacy Volunteers of Greater Syracuse (LVGS), was founded 
by Ruth J. Colvin in 1961. Through Church Women United, the Literacy Volunteers 
movement spread across New York State, and eventually, the national organization, 
Literacy Volunteers of America, Inc. was founded in 1972. Literacy CNY received a 
$1000 grant from our Club in February 2014 and will give an update on Friday.  z
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