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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot Number One
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

AUG 14 ~ Prez Bob returned from 
his vacation and readily re- assumed 
his gavel. It being a beautiful summer 
CNY day, attendance was low, but that 
didn’t deter Bob as he expertly moved 
us through our paces. First the pledge, 
then God Bless America, robustly led 
by PP Brad and then the invocation by 
PP Denny featuring a powerful prayer 

for social justice authored  by Mother 
Theresa.
Perennial social chair Brad announced 
a Club outing with Symphoria on Oc-
tober 10, urging members to sign up 
with him asap. He also said that he has 
two foursomes for the Matthew 25 golf 
tournament on September 12.

This Week’s Program: Upstate Archeology 
Archeologist Mike Beardsley will speak to Club on Friday

Mike Beardsley grew up in 
Auburn, NY and has resid-
ed in Chittenango for the 
last 40 years. He is a grad-
uate of SUNY Oswego 
with a degree in Secondary 
Education, Social Science 
with a strong Anthropol-
ogy/Archaeology concen-
tration.
Mike joined the Mar-
sellus Casket Company 
and spent 30+ years at Marsellus, most 
of that time as the firm’s Director of 
Sales & Marketing. Later, Mike spent 
10 years as Vice President of Sales & 
Marketing for Thacker Caskets, Inc. 
of Clinton, Maryland. Mike recently 
completed his term on the Board of the 
Casket & Funeral Supply Association 
of America. He still serves on several 
committees, and chaired CFSA’s 100th 
Anniversary celebration in 2013 writ-
ing a “Brief History of the American 

Casket Industry” to com-
memorate the Centennial.
Mike became interested in 
New York State prehisto-
ry quite by accident while 
a Boy Scout. That led to a 
50+ year pursuit of traces of 
early man in Central New 
York. Mike has discovered 
more than 50 previous-
ly unrecorded occupation 
sites in northern Madison 

County. He is a regular contributor to 
several archaeological journals with nu-
merous articles to his credit. He is the 
Daniel Weiskotten Scholarship Com-
mittee Chairperson for the Wm. Beau-
champ Chapter of the NYSAA.
Presently Mike is working with the 
NYS Museum to explore a cluster of 
Paleo Indian sites (approx 11,000BC) 
that he discovered on the south shore of 
what once was Great Lake Iroquois.  z

see HAPPY page 2

Upcoming Meetings
AUGUST 28

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Mike Beardsley 

Archeology Treasures of 
Upstate New York

Grant Progress Report: 
Girl Scouts NY-Penn

SEPTEMBER 4
NO ROTARY MEETING 
(Labor Day Weekend)

SEPTEMBER 11
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Mike Massurin of Syracuse 
International Film Festival

SEPTEMBER 18
11:00 am 

SRF Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Dr. Casey Crabill, President OCC

MOST Grant Update

SEPTEMBER 25
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program

Program TBA

Literacy CNY Grant Update

Mike Beardsley, digging up 
history for over 50 years.
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PP Pete Seiffert took the cash on the 
50/50, leaving PP Jim Glad to draw…
the Red Queen! Way to go Jim. Prez 
Bob took summer vacation stories from 
the floor, beginning with own featuring 
a few wonderful days with his two year 
old grandchildren in the Adirondacks. 
Mary Lou also shared, indicating that 
she’s planning for a big family reunion 
later in the month.
Uncharacteristically, not much going 
with Happy Dollars today. In fact the 

only one came from Brad who was sim-
ply happy to be there. (And we’re happy 
to have you there too, Brad….).
Prez Bob introduced our speaker, Nina 
Albino, co founder, Executive Director 
and President of Charity for Children, 
a worthy  area non profit organized to 
assist families and local children with 
diseases, disabilities and disorders who 
otherwise would “fall through the 
cracks.” Nina shared some heartwarm-
ing stories of kids and families whom 

they’ve helped 
under circum-
stances where 
they probably 
couldn’t have ob-
tained the assis-
tance elsewhere, 
particularly giv-
en the strict ad-
ministrative processes of the national 
charities. For more info, check out their 
website at charityforchildren.net.  z
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A Happy Strait beats a Red Queen                                                                                   from page 1

Two New Member Applications: Notification Week 1 of 2
Membership Committee

In accordance with the by-laws of the Rotary Club of  Syracuse, 
Inc.: Prospective Members: Kevin A. Visconti & Josh Ami-
don, By-Law Article X - Election to Membership, Section 
1 - Active members, Sub-section 3 and 4, state:
3) Upon submission of the application to the Classifications and 
Memberships Committees, the name of the proposed member, 
the firm represented, the classification under which he or she is 
proposed, and the name of the sponsor shall be published in the 
Rotary Press for two successive weeks, during which period any 
member of the Syracuse Rotary Club in good standing may file 
written objections with the Rotary Office, which shall refer the 
same to the proper committee for consideration.
4) Upon completion of the publication an the deliberations of 
Classifications and Membership Committees, the Committees 
shall report at the next meeting of the Board of Directors. If both 
Committees recommend approval, the Membership Committee 
shall move for election of the prospective member.

*********************************************************

PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: KEVIN A VISCONTI

FIRM/EMPLOYER: DIVERSIFIED CAPITAL MANAGEMENT

CLASSIFICATION: TBD BY MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

ROTARIAN SPONSOR: NONE

RECEIVED VIA: WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG

NOTE: FORMER MEMBER MANLIUS ROTARY CLUB

*********************************************************

PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: JOSH AMIDON

FIRM/EMPLOYER: HAYLOR, FREYER, & COON

CLASSIFICATION: TBD BY MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

ROTARIAN SPONSOR: NONE

RECEIVED VIA: WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG

Gladziszewski draws 
the Queen-of-Hearts.

If you are aware of a club member who is ill, homebound or hospitalized, contact: 
Syracuse Rotarian, Dr. Al Falcone at 315-446-6113 or aefalcone@hotmail.com

A Syracuse Rotarian Sighting
One of our own Syracuse Rotarians, while 
reading his August 12 “Thousand Islands Sun” 
newspaper, identified a member of our Club 
that joined in 1982 but, hasn’t been counted at a 
meeting in quite a while. Steve Karon, who for-
merly held the Executive Director position at 
Syracuse’s Museum of Science and Technology 
(MOST), is seen here presenting to a group of 
kids at the Macsherry Library in Watertown, 
NY. Steve is currently involved with the Sci-

Tech Museum of Northern New York, a 
year-round, hands-on 3,600sf museum of 
science and technology with over 40 in-
teractive exhibits designed to spark the 
interest and imagination of visitors. The 
Museum operates as the only hands-on 
science museum in Northern New York, 
located on Stone Street in Watertown. 
The MOST was a recipient of a Syra-
cuse Rotary grant last year.  z
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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot Number Two
Another Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

AUG 21 ~ Summer’s come and going 
but Syracuse Rotarians continue to 
meet for good fellowship and service. 
This week’s program featured a repre-
sentative from Syracuse Haulers Waste 
Removal Company who educated us on 
environmentally friendly ways to serve 
our community in regard to waste dis-
posal, recycling and composting. Stay 
tuned for more.
Prez Bob, as usual, opened today’s 
meeting with the pledge, a robust ren-
dition of You’re a Grand Old Flag led 
by PP Brad and his own inspiring in-
vocation in the absence of PP Vern. 
Our guests included Josh Amidon, Jim 
Glad’s guest and a prospective member 
and Kate Gentile, Mary Lou’s niece 
who spoke to us a few years ago when 
she was active in playing international 
softball—with a very fast pitch, as this 
reporter recalls.
Bob Sargent opted to take the cash on 
the 50/50, leaving PP Jim Glad to draw 

the Ace of Diamonds (which was sub-
bing for the missing Red Queen, said 
Mary Lou). Having used up his luck 
last week when he won the big jackpot, 
Jim missed the Ace and humbly re-
turned to his seat... to receive the con-
gratulations of the Club on his birthday. 
We also celebrated Alex Charters’ natal 
day, 99 years young we understand. Stay 
healthy, both of you.
After a slow start, happy dollars rolled 
in, with one from PP Tom (Irish) 
O’Shea, happy to have Doc Falcone 
and Sergeant Harry back with us after 
medical procedures. Doc Falcone put a 
dollar in, happy to be joining the Rota-
ry Walking Group, and Alex dropped a 
dollar, happy to be celebrating 99 won-
derful years.
Kate Gentile spoke briefly, bringing 
us up to date on her life since she last 
spoke to the Club a few years ago. Still 
living in Holland, seems Kate finally 
quit softball last year and headed off 
to visit India where she overcame her 

early misgivings to enjoy a fascinating 
adventure in this vast country.
Our own Allen Kosoff introduced our 
speaker, Kevin Beverine, Sales and 
Marketing Director of Syracuse Haul-
ers Waste Removal Company. We 
learned from Kevin that SHWRC is 
far from just your grandfather’s waste 
hauling company, having morphed into 
full service waste and recycling compa-
ny giving first class service to the great-
er Syracuse community in a very envi-
ronmentally friendly way. Their recent 
acquisition of a new site on Thomp-
son Road has enabled them to open 
a transfer station and greatly increase 
their recycling position in the commu-
nity. Kevin also alerted us to the pos-
sibility that composting will become 
mandatory before long, a subject he 
learned about from his daughter who 
lives in the San Francisco area. His talk 
prompted lots of good questions from 
an especially attentive audience. For 
more info, you can check out their web 
site at www.syracusehaulers.com.  z  
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Rotary Eyeglasses Help Ugandans
Syracuse Club steps up with over 100 pairs of glasses
Gary Wilson PP

A collection of over 100 pairs of used 
eyeglasses donated by Syracuse Rotar-
ians was distributed on August 5th to 
people in the village of Kinyamaseke, 
Uganda by LECAU, a local NGO, and 
Gary and Nancy Wilson. The people in 
this remote village in western Uganda 

do not have access to opticians or eye doctors and glasses, 
when they are available, are expensive and of very poor qual-
ity. News of the distribution spread rapidly through the vil-
lage and benches set up at the distribution site were full of 
patiently waiting villagers long before the distribution began.  
The distribution process was simple. The glasses were laid 
out on two tables and sorted into groups of like types. The 

villagers, as is their cus-
tom, waited quietly and 
patiently on the bench-
es until they were called 
forward in small groups 
to try out the various 
glasses looking for a 
pair to help their vision.  
Of the approximately 
120 people looking for glasses more than 70 found a suitable 
pair. The oldest recipient was close to 100 years old and the 
youngest was 9.
It was gratifying to see the looks on the faces of the villagers 
as they found a pair of glasses, and many stopped to thank 
Gary and Nancy and ask that they convey their thanks and 
gratitude.  z
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