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This Week: LeMoyne Elementary’s 
Principal, Jason Armstrong

Syracuse Rotary’s 2015 Signature Grant Recipient
P&C and Programs

Jason Armstrong, the principal at 
LeMoyne Elementary School here in 
Syracuse, will visit Syracuse Rotary on 
Friday to update the club on what has 
happened at his school since receiving 
our 2015 Signature Grant. If you recall, 
back in February, we hosted seventeen 
grant recipients at The Landmark The-
ater for a luncheon and check presen-
tation ceremony. LeMoyne Elementary 
School recieved a grant totaling $6000 
to benefit the current first grade class as 
they moved through second, third, and 
fourth grade.
Jason has been working with the Syr-
acuse City School District since 2000.  
He has been an Elementary school 
teacher, Math teacher, and Health 
teacher in schools throughout the 
district.  He began working as an ad-

ministrator in 2007 Lincoln Middle 
School.  He has also been an adminis-
trator at Fowler High School and Ed-
ward Smith K-8 school.
He is dedicated to helping students en-
joy their school experience and achiev-
ing at the highest level. He works col-
laboratively with the staff so they feel 
supported and allows them to take part 
in decision making for the school.  He 
looks forward to the development of 
the partnership between the Syracuse 
Rotary Club and LeMoyne Elementa-
ry School. 
Last Friday, at the first Board of Di-
rectors meeting of the new Rotary 
year, President Sherburne recommitted 
Syracuse Rotary to the second graders 
of LeMoyne Elementary for 2015-16, 
a contiuation of the theme started by 
President Morrow during his year  z.

While You’re Downtown This Summer...
Jim Morrow

Because we have some outstanding weather in Central New York during the 
summer, I occasionally enjoy eating lunch while sitting outdoors, down-

town, near Hanover Square. From there I can hear 
music from the carillon of City Hall during the 
noon hour. I was recently reminded that the sound 
coming from the bell tower was made possible by a 
gift from The Rotary Club of Syracuse during their 
75th year, in 1987, as well as an additional grant in 
2010. So, while walking, eating, or conducting busi-
ness downtown, stop to hear the music.  z

Upcoming Meetings
JULY 24
12:00 pm 

RCS CLUB MEETING

PROGRAM 
LeMoyne Elementry School 
Principal, Jason Armstrong

JULY 31
12:00 pm 

RCS CLUB MEETING

PROGRAM 
TBA

Grant Progress Reports from: 
McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy 

& the YMCA

AUGUST 7

12:00 pm 
RCS CLUB MEETING

PROGRAM 
TBA
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Nigeria’s One-Year Milestone
endpolio.org

Rotary launched the first effort 
to immunize all children against 
polio in 1985. Since then, Rota-
ry members have been unflag-
ging in their leadership to end 
this disease, donating their time 
and personal resources to protect 
children everywhere.
The leadership of Rotarians has 
been critical to helping the world 
see this remarkable progress: Af-
rica going its longest period to 
date without a case of polio.

An Important Milestone
Friday, July 24, marks one year 
since Nigeria’s last case of wild 
poliovirus. That’s the longest 
period the country has gone 
without a case of the disease. 
This achievement has particu-
lar significance, because Nigeria 
is one of only three countries in 
the world in which polio is still 
endemic. When the disease is 
eradicated in Nigeria, Pakistan, 
and Afghanistan, the world will 
be free of polio.
A few weeks later, August 11 will 
mark one year since the last case 
of polio in Africa: a case in So-
malia that came at the end of an 
outbreak in the Horn of Africa. 
Africa’s countries have overcome 
significant challenges — includ-
ing lack of security and difficulty 
reaching children in remote plac-
es — to protect their children 
from polio.
Rotary has played an important 
role in reaching these milestones. 
Rotarians have dedicated their 
time and their personal resourc-

es to keep children safe from this 
disease by immunizing them, 
donating money, raising funds, 
and urging governments to sup-
port the cause. Rotary has donat-
ed $688.5 million to fight polio 
throughout Africa, including 
more than $200 million desig-
nated for Nigeria.

Too Soon to Celebrate
Before Africa can be certified 
polio-free, all countries in the 
region, including Nigeria, must 
pass two more years without a 
case of polio. To achieve this, we 
must make sure all children in 
Nigeria continue to receive the 
polio vaccine, including those in 
hard-to-reach and underserved 
areas. Maintaining high-quality 
immunization campaigns and 
disease surveillance throughout 
the continent is essential. Now 
more than ever, we need the sup-
port of Rotarians, partners, and 
governments.
As recently as June, Rotary grant-
ed $19 million to support polio 
eradication efforts in Africa, in-
cluding $9.9 million for Nigeria. 
By continuing to support polio 
eradication in these final years of 
the campaign, we ensure the best 
possible chance that August 11, 
2014 marked the very last case of 
polio in Africa.
Spread the news that we’re mak-
ing progress, but this is only one 
step on the final road to polio 
eradication.
Support Rotary’s continued ef-
forts to fight polio by donating at 
endpolio.org.  z
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NOTICE: THERE WILL BE NO SYRACUSE ROTARY 
FOUNDATION MEETING IN THE MONTH OF JULY. 

The next meeting is scheduled for August 21.

D7150 2015-16 DG 
Henry A. MacDonald

District 7150 (abbreviated biography)

Henry joined the Auburn Rotary Club in 1979 
and is a two time past President (82-83 & 08-
09). During his 36 years in Rotary he has served 
on his club’s and District-level committees, as 
well as being GSE Team Leader to the Philip-
pines in 2006, two years as Assistant Governor 
and was elected to serve as District Governor for 
2015/16.
Henry A. “Mac” MacDonald was born in Brook-
lyn, NY, and grew up in Rhode Island. In his 
youth he spent time in foster care and in a chil-
dren’s home. He quit school in 1964 and went 
to work as a laborer before marrying and joining 
the Army.
He volunteered for the Army Paratroopers and 
was assigned to the 82nd Airborne Division and 
173rd Airborne Brigades. He served multiple 
tours in Viet Nam including the 1968 Tet-Of-
fensive. He was discharged and retired from the 
Armed Forces with a Bronze Star for Valor, Pur-
ple Heart, Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with 
Palm, Presidential Citation, 3 Good Conduct 
Medals, and various Campaign and Service rib-
bons. 
In civilian life, Mac attended Roger Williams 
College, turning to the helping professions 
working with “At-Risk” youth and families as a 
social worker. In 1978 Henry met his wife Joan 
and in 1979 he moved to Auburn, NY from 
Rhode Island. In 1980 he returned to human 
services with the Easter Seal Society. Over the 
next few years, Henry helped start “Veterans of 
the Nam Era,” hosted a Veteran’s radio talk show, 
co-founded the county’s first VA sanctioned Post 
Traumatic Delayed Stress Syndrome counseling 
service, which helped facilitate the “coming out” 
of Viet Vets, and was Cofounder of the Incarcer-
ated Veterans’ Group in Auburn State Prison. In 
1983, Mac became Auburn YMCA Community 
Services Outreach Director for Youth and Fami-
lies “At-Risk”, facilitated a National
Mac retired from the YMCA in 1997 and in 
1998 he and Joan established Finger Lakes Scu-
ba in Auburn. Henry and his wife Joan live in 
Union Springs, NY. They have 6 children (3 boys 
& 3 girls) between them.  z


