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This Week’s Program: 
Art as a Business, Thomas Knobel

Program Committee

Thomas Knobel is a 
retired scientist and 
business consultant 
whose expertise en-
compasses a broad 
range, including en-
ergy, radiation sci-
ence, chemistry, and 
engineering.  He 
holds 23 US and 
many foreign patents 
and was executive 
advisor for several start-up 
companies evolving from 
research at Cornell and Syr-
acuse Universities.
Now involved with private 
investment and philanthro-
py, Mr. Knobel is Managing 
Partner of PK Associates and 
Board Chairman for Manza-
nita Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

He is Vice-President 
of Cortland Reper-
tory Theatre, Inc. and 
Treasurer and Trust-
ee for the Brockway 
Foundation for the 
Needy, a 90-year old 
charitable trust. Mr. 
Knobel was a found-
er and first CFO for 
the Center for the 
Arts of Homer. He 
is active in Cortland 
County’s Landmark 

Society and the Cortland 
Rotary Club, where he is 
currently President.
Mr. Knobel is a novelist, 
whose first book, Cross Sec-
tions, is five-star selection on 
Amazon. A part-time farm-
er and cowboy, his interests 
include skiing, golf, sailing, 
tennis, travel, and history.  z

Upcoming Meetings
JULY 17
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Tom Knobel of Cortland Rotary 

Art as a Business

New Member Induction

JULY 24
12:00 pm 

RCS CLUB MEETING

PROGRAM 
TBA

JULY 31
12:00 pm 

RCS CLUB MEETING

PROGRAM 
TBA

McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy 
GFrant Progress Report

Knobel is President of Cortland Rotary

Photo-op
These three smiled 
for a picture at a re-
cent Rotary meeting. 
(LtoR) Alex Charters, 
Dan Morrow, and Bob 
Laubach have 130 
years of Rotary service, 
combined. Alex joined 
Syracuse Rotary in 
1952, Bob in 1979, 
and Dan in 1984.  z

Governor of District 7150 Henry MacDonald and 
his wife Joan (left) are pictured with 2015-16 RI 
President Ravi Ravindran and his wife Vanathy.  z
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New Member Induction on Friday
Dan Olivadoti ready to “get involved”

Membership Committee

Dan Olivadoti is a native of Utica 
NY, and a former Syracuse resi-
dent who still works in the City. 
Since March 2014, he has been 
the Employment Services Coor-
dinator for the Upstate office of 
the Center for Court Innovation, 
whose headquarters are in New 
York City. Dan manages the Par-
ent Support Program, which is 
located in the Onondaga County 
Courthouse and assists individ-
uals in finding employment so 
that they can fulfill their current 
and past child support obliga-
tions. To date, he has processed 
over 420 individuals who have 
been referred into the program.
Immediately prior to this, he 
held a dual role of Facility Com-
pliance Officer and Human 
Resources Specialist at Special 
Metals Corporation in both 
New Hartford (a suburb of Utica 
where he also currently resides) 
and Dunkirk NY. Before that, 
he was on staff for five years at 
ARISE as a Program Coordina-
tor and Employment Specialist. 
Dan has over two decades of ex-
perience in both the private and 
not-for-profit sectors, primari-
ly in Human Resources-related 
roles.
In 2003, Dan created and led a 
local networking organization 
called Syracuse Young Profes-
sionals, and a companion group 
in the Utica/Rome area a year lat-
er which had a combined mem-
bership of over 500 members at 

their peak. The combined group 
was heavily involved in the early 
days of 40 Below, as well as the 
launch of The Future Fund (orig-
inally called “The Pie Project”) at 
Central New York Community 
Foundation. Dan is currently a 
member of the Fatherhood Ini-
tiative, which consists of several 
community agencies who are 
partnering to create a central ac-
cess point for services geared to 
fathers in Onondaga County.
Outside of work, Dan’s passion 
has always been music. He is a 
drummer and singer, and per-
formed in several local bands in 
the late 80’s to mid 90’s. He has 
recently started playing again af-
ter a long hiatus. He is also a life-
long movie buff, and avid observ-
er of popular culture. To that end, 
he has recently launched a new 
social group called Geek Central 
NY, which seeks to bring togeth-
er people who are also interested 
in pop culture, as well as technol-
ogy, science fiction and the like. 
The group plans to host around 
four social events every month at 
various venues around the greater 
CNY area.
Dan’s membership induction is 
scheduled to take place on Friday, 
after the Board of Directors votes 
on the motion to accept his ap-
plication at their regular monthly 
meeting.
Dan is very excited to join the 
Rotary, Club of Syracuse and is 
looking forward to jumping in 
and getting involved!  z
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NOTICE: THERE WILL BE NO SYRACUSE ROTARY 
FOUNDATION MEETING IN THE MONTH OF JULY. 

The next meeting is scheduled for August 21.

This Week’s Birthdays

JAMES “JIM” NASH
Birthday: July 12 
Joined: April 1979

DAN MORROW
Birthday: July 18 
Joined: January 1984

FRANK DECKER
Birthday: July 18 
Joined: March 1977

Accolades For End Polio 
Now Campaign & The 

Rotarian Magazine
Rotary News: July 7

Rotary’s End Polio Now campaign was recently 
recognized for improving society through public 
relations by the Publicity Club of Chicago, the 
largest independent PR membership organiza-
tion in the United States. End Polio Now won 
the 2015 Edwin J. Shaughnessy Quality of Life 
Award and the Golden Trumpet Award in the 
category of international public relations.
Separately, The Rotarian Magazine collected five 
Excel Awards from Association Media and Pub-
lishing, the leading group of association publish-
ers and communications professionals in the U.S. 
An article by basketball great and activist Kareem 
Abdul Jabbar titled “Three Rules of Retirement” 
won a gold award; contributing editor Sallyann 
Price won silver for her feature article, “Business 
Class”; and the magazine was awarded gold for 
design excellence, silver for general excellence in 
Web publishing, and bronze for feature story de-
sign for “It Ends Here”.  z


