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Scene & Herd ~ A ReCap of the June 26 Rotary Meeting
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

It was Changing of the Guard time, 
and the house was packed with Rotar-
ians, loved ones and other guests. Af-
ter a wonderful year, Prez Jim signed 
off and passed the gavel to Rev. Bob 
Sherburne who took over as our 104th 
President.  Jim made all the appropriate 
thank you’s to his Board, officers and 
committees, but the real thanks goes to 
Jim himself who has treated the Club 
to a very special Rotary year, with his 

trademark humor, energy, talent,  orga-
nizational skills  and good will. We’re all 
indebted to him and will look forward 
to the benefits of his continued service 
to the Club in the years to come.
That said, back to the top. Prez Jim 
gaveled us to some semblance of order, 
led the pledge and asked Bob Pickett 
to do the patriotic song honors in PP 
Brad’s absence. PP Jim Glad ably han-
dled the invocation duties with words 
focused on the transition. Prez Jim, as is 

his wont, historically reminded us that 
it was on this day in 1945 that the UN 
Charter was signed, creating a world 
organization devoted to valued Rotary 
principles like peace and goodwill.
PP Jim Glad announced the new SRF 
Officers for 2015-16 including Pete 
Seiffert, as ongoing President, Wolk-
er Weiss as 1st VP, John Lewien con-
tinuing as Treasurer and John Bertram 
serving again as Secretary. We were 
reminded 

This Week’s Program: SOLARIZE CNY
Donald Hughes of the Central New York Regional Solar Initiative
Program Committee

The SOLARIZE CNY initiative was 
created as part of the Central New 
York Energy Challenge program with 
funding under NYSERDA and is sup-
ported by the national Solar Roadmap 
Initiative with funding from the US 
Department of Energy. It is a collab-
orative public-sector project, led by the 
Central New York Regional Planning 
& Development Board (CNYRPDB) 
with Independent technical assistance 
provided by Optony. Participating 
government agencies across the region 
will work together within a common 
approach for deploying clean energy 
to drive new installed solar system ca-
pacity, increase local economic activity, 
and improve the regional environment.  
There is no up-front cost to participate 
in this program.

The program is open to any municipal-
ities and special districts that want to 
unlock their potential for solar energy 
at their facilities and enable region-
al economic growth. The area covered 
by this regional initiative includes the 
cities, towns and villages within Cayu-
ga, Cortland, Madison, Onondaga, and 
Oswego Counties in New York State.
The initiative is based on a proven mod-
el that has been successfully deployed 
around the country. By aggregating re-
gional efforts to identify and develop 
solar project sites, significant benefits 
are realized for participating agencies – 
both individually and as a group.
Donald J. Hughes, Ph.D. currently 
teaches chemistry and physics at LeM-
oyne College, in Syracuse NY, and 
works as a private consultant (Hughes 

see HUGHES page 2

Upcoming Meetings
JULY 10

NOTE: NO RCS BOARD MEETING. 
MEETING MOVED TO 
JULY 17 AT 11:00 AM

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Solarize CNY

JULY 17
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Tom Knobel of Cortland Rotary 

Art as a Business

JULY 24
12:00 pm 

RCS CLUB MEETING

PROGRAM 
TBA

see GAVEL page 2
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that there will be no meeting next week due to the July 4 
Holiday, with meetings to resume under Rev. Bob’s adminis-
tration on July 10. Prez Jim updated us on Harry Schumm’s 
health, indicating that Harry was still in ICU following a 
heart attack. We all send our warmest greetings to our dear 
friend Harry, praying for his quick return to the fold.
We had lots of visitors today including Steve Tikalsky, 
incoming Prez of the Waukesha, WI Rotary Club, Gigi 
Sherburne, Prez Bob’s spouse, Millisa, outgoing Prez Jim’s 
spouse, Lynn Morrow, wife of PP Dan “the elder” and their 
daughter, Danielle. John Marsellus drew for the Red Queen 
on the 50/50 but missed, leaving the pot to a winner whose 
name will remain secret—due to the fact that your reporter 
has experienced a senior moment…. But lots of happy dol-
lars today  including one from John Lewien happy about 
Prez Jim’s tenure and another from Jim happy that that he 
was turning the gavel over to Rev. Bob.
Before moving on to the program, Prez Jim gave his appro-
priate thanks and then turned the gavel over to Bob who in 
turn thanked Jim for an outstanding job and presented him 
with his PP’s pin. Bob then briefly outlined his year’s agenda 
including increasing our presence at LeMoyne Elementary, 
increasing membership by at least 20%, inviting more Ro-
tarians to sit on our various committees and encouraging 

everyone to bring back to 
Syracuse Rotary good ideas 
from other Rotary Clubs.
PP Jim then introduced our 
speaker, Lisa Mondello, Di-
rector of Corporate Com-
munications for SRC, Inc., 
a local non profit research 
and development compa-
ny founded in 1957 which 
has generally flown under 
our local radar ever since, 
though its prominence is 
recognized world wide. 
With more than 1000 employees in offices located through-
out the US and annual revenues exceeding $220 million, 
SRC’s mission is to help keep the US safe and strong by 
“redefining possible.”  Among its other specialities, SRC’s 
research and development involves chemical bio sensors, cy-
ber security, surveillance engineering, environmental health 
analysis and drone countering technology. A Fortune top 
100 company, SRC primarily focuses on the military and 
STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) en-
deavors, while making a big impact on our local community 
with its various partnerships to help provide talented em-
ployees for it and other area companies. Hats off to SRC as 
one amazing company and community resource.  z
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Hughes to speak on Friday from page 1
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Gavel passed for the 104th time                from page 1

JOHN LEWIEN
Birthday: July 2

Joined: December 1986

Ants stretch when they wake up in the morning.
Your foot and your forearm are the same length.

Hey, Ray! A bowling pin will fall at a tilt of 7.5 degrees.
Isaac Newton invented the cat door.

Oak trees don’t produce acorns until they are 50 years old.
E very day 7% of the US eats at McDonalds.

111,111,111  X  111,111,111 = 12,345,678,987,654,321

Consulting Services, formed in 1992). He has over 20 years 
experience in environmental investigations, remediation, 
public education, and scientific writing. He has a B.S. in 
Chemical Engineering from the University of Buffalo, M.S. 
in Environmental Engineering from Cornell University, 
and, in 2005, earned a Ph.D. in Chemistry from the College 
of Environmental Science and Forestry (ESF), in Syracuse, 
NY.  Dr. Hughes has worked as a private consultant on nu-
merous projects related to contaminated sediments, waste-
water treatment, and hazardous waste sites. Dr. Hughes has 
worked on many facets of the pollution of Onondaga Lake 
and its watershed, including water quality assessment in the 
tributaries, remediation of the lake and several hazardous 
waste sites, treatment of wastewater, and tracking down 
bacterial contamination. He has produced a corresponding 
series of Fact Sheets for citizens and planners, and present-
ed key findings to policy makers and at scientific meetings.  
Dr. Hughes served on the Onondaga County Resource Re-
covery Agency, a public agency with a $35 million budget 
responsible for the recycling and disposal of solid waste in 
the metropolitan Syracuse area. He is currently working 
with the Sierra Club on energy issues in New York State. 
He is also an avid runner.  z

Robert Sherburne, President 2015-16

Birthdays
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Meet Rotary International’s New President
The Rotarian magazine profiles the 2015-16 RI president.
Excerpt from the July 2015 issue of The Rotarian

Before he gives a speech, K.R. Ravindran doesn’t like flowery, adulatory 
introductions. They make him uncomfortable. The 2015-16 Rotary presi-
dent would rather keep a low profile and share the credit. If it were up to 
him, you probably wouldn’t even be reading this article.
Negotiating Days of Tranquility during the Sri Lankan civil war so that 
health workers could administer drops of polio vaccine? Although it was on his desk that the agreement 
landed, he says, a lot of people worked to make that happen. Rebuilding 23 tsunami-damaged schools for 
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The Top 5 Countries that Have Won the Most FIFA World Cups

Sources:  Top 5 of Anything research 2014. List Notes: Data is the top 5 countries that have won the 
most FIFA world soccer/ football cups. List is accurate as of July 13th, 2014.

BRAZIL (5) 
1958, 1962,1970, 

1994, 2002

ITALY (4) 
1934, 1938, 
1982, 2006

URUGUAY (2) 
1930, 1950

GERMANY (4) 
1954, 1974, 
1990, 2014

ARGENTINA (2) 
1978, 1986

UPDATE: Harry Schumm is Home
Surviving two heart attacks, he heads home to rest.

Jim Morrow

Harry Schumm is one tough cookie! The eightyseven 
year-old gave his wife, Agnes, his family, and a lot of Ro-
tarians a scare two weeks ago when he suffered one heart 
attack at home while tending to his lawn and another 
during his recovery in Crouse Hospital’s ICU. Luckily, 
Harry is no worse for wear. I spoke with Harry’s son Dave 
on Tuesday evening and he told me his dad was home 
resting after several days in the hospital where he was the 
recipient of a few heart stents. Harry, himself, called Dan Morrow on 
Wednesday morning to update his status to: home, resting, preparing 
for sciatic nerve surgery which is scheduled to take place in the next few 
weeks. The sciatic nerve is a major nerve extending from the lower end 
of the spinal cord down the back of the thigh, and dividing above the 
knee joint. It is the nerve with the largest diameter in the human body.
Needless to say, Harry will be absent from our regular Friday Rotary 
meetings for a while longer, leaving a void at the reception table, where 
he has been a fixture for the last several years. A volunteer or multiple 
volunteers are needed to take on the task of revceiving Rotarians and 
guests, manning the cash box, and stepping in a interim sargeant-at-
arms until Mr. Schumm is well enough to return. If you are interested in 
assuming these duties, please contact President Sherburne.
On behalf of Syracuse Rotary, we’re glad you’re home, Harry!  z

see KR RAVINDRAN 
 page 4

Eyeglasses for Uganda
PP Gary Wilson needs your help!

Please note

Past President Gray Wilson and his wife, Nan, 
are in the final planning stages of another trip 
to Uganda for their church, Robinson Memo-
rial Presbyterian in Syracuse. They have been 
asked to bring as many pairs of eyeglasses with 
them as they can.  The villagers can use both 
reading glasses and other prescription glasses 
as long as they are unbroken. A few scratches 
are not a problem. Gary askes that if you have 
eyeglasses that fit the bill, bring them to Rota-
ry and he’ll be sure they make it to the people 
of his village.  z

Schumm

NOTICE: THERE WILL BE 
NO SYRACUSE ROTARY 
FOUNDATION MEETING 
IN THE MONTH OF JULY. 

The next meeting is 
scheduled for August 21.



14,000 children? He merely led the committee. Taking a 
label-printing business from a small outfit operating in a 
space the size of a garage to a global powerhouse in the 
packaging business that has helped change the value-added 
tea industry in his country? Well, he simply happened to be 
in the right place at the right time.
“I’m sometimes introduced as a self-made man,” says Ravin-
dran, a member of the Rotary Club of Colombo. “You’ve 
got to be utterly egocentric to believe you are self-made. 
Each one of us is made because so many people helped us 
become who we are.
One of the reasons I work so much for Rotary is that I have 
been helped by so many people, and often you never have a 
chance to reciprocate,” he explains. “The only way you can 
is by helping others. When the people I help ask me, ‘What 
can I do?’ I say, ‘Go and help someone else in return.’”
For Ravindran, paying it forward isn’t a fad, it’s a way of life. 
His theme for this Rotary year, Be a Gift to the World, also 
summarizes his personal philosophy.  z

THE SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

K.R. Ravindran 2015-16 RI President 
from page 3

K.R. Ravindran is a member of the Rotary Club of Sri Lanka.

RI President’s Biography
“Be a gift to the world” is 15-16 Theme

www.rotary.org

K.R. "Ravi" Ravindran is CEO and 
founder of Printcare PLC, a pub-
licly listed printing, packaging, and 
digital media solutions company. It 
is arguably the world's largest sup-
plier of tea bag packaging, catering 
to nearly every major tea brand, with 
manufacturing facilities in Sri Lan-
ka and India. Printcare is the winner of national and in-
ternational awards of excellence. Ravindran has been a 
featured speaker at several international print and pack-
aging forums.
Ravindran also serves on the board of several other 
companies in Sri Lanka and India and charitable trusts, 
including the MJF (Dilmah) Charitable Foundation. 
He is the founding president of the Rotary-sponsored 
Sri Lanka Anti Narcotics Association, the largest such 
agency in Sri Lanka. During the country's civil war, 
Ravindran was involved in the business community ef-
forts to find peaceful solutions to the conflict and was a 
featured speaker at the United Nations-sponsored peace 
conference in New York for the Sri Lankan diaspora in 
2002.
A third generation Rotarian and a member himself since 
the age of 21, Ravindran has served on the Rotary Inter-
national Board of Directors and The Rotary Foundation 
Board of Trustees and as RI treasurer.
As his country's national PolioPlus chair, Ravindran 
headed a joint task force of the Sri Lankan govern-
ment, UNICEF, and Rotary and worked closely with 
UNICEF to successfully negotiate a ceasefire with the 
northern militants during National Immunization Days. 
Aided by Rotary's efforts, Sri Lanka reported its last case 
of polio in 1994.
He also chaired the Schools Reawakening project, in 
which Rotary District 3220 raised more than $12 mil-
lion to rebuild over 20 tsunami-devastated schools to 
benefit 14,000 children. He continues to play a role in 
his club's project to build a cancer prevention and early 
detection center in Sri Lanka. Once completed, it will be 
the only dedicated national facility to offer comprehen-
sive screening and early detection services.
Ravindran is a recipient of The Rotary Foundation's Ci-
tation for Meritorious Service, Distinguished Service 
Award, and Service Award for a Polio-Free World.  z

PP Jim Gladziszewski to preside on Friday
“It has been twenty years since I was President...” remarked 
Jim Gladsiszewski before he delivered the invocation on 
June 26 while he “stood in” for the usual invocator, Vernon 
Lee. Well, it seems his talents as a stand-in are again re-
quired on Friday as he has been asked by our new President 
to preside over our meeting. Bob Sherburne will be wrap-
ping up his vacation and returning to the lectern on July 17 
to begin his Rotary year at the helm..

“Life is what happens while you are 
busy making other plans”  ~ John Lennon


