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This Week’s Program: Sharon L. Contreras, 
Superintendent of Syracuse City Schools

Program Committee

An advocate for pro-
viding high, quality 
education to all chil-
dren, Sharon Contre-
ras began her career as 
a high school English 
teacher in Rockford, 
Illinois, then went on 
to serve as a principal, 
area superintendent 
and an assistant super-
intendent. Throughout 
her tenure in Rock-
ford, Illinois, Sharon 
worked diligently to 
implement a federal 
court order to deseg-
regate the Rockford 
Public Schools. Sharon has also served 
as the Chief Academic Officer for the 
52,000 student Clayton County Public 
Schools in Jonesboro, Georgia and the 
Chief Academic Officer for Providence 
Public Schools in Rhode Island. There 
she improved the graduation rate and 
rolled out the Providence Pathways ini-

tiative to provide high 
school students with 
greater access to career 
programming.
On July 1, 2011, 
Sharon became su-
perintendent of the 
Syracuse City School 
District. Not only is 
she the first female 
superintendent of 
SCSD, but she is also 
the first woman of 
color in the history 
of New York State to 
serve as superinten-
dent of one of the Big 
5 districts (New York 
City, Buffalo, Roches-

ter, Syracuse, Yonkers). In August 2012, 
Sharon unveiled Great Expectations 
2012-2017, the district’s five-year stra-
tegic plan. She has also successfully ne-
gotiated progressive teacher and prin-
cipal evaluation systems, as well as an 
Innovation Zone (iZone) that provides 

see CONTRERAS page 3

Upcoming Meetings
JUNE 19
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Sharon Contreras, 
Superintendent of 

Syracuse City Schools

JUNE 26
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

CHANGING OF THE GUARD

Program 
SRC - Lisa Mondello, Director, Corp 

Communications and PR

JULY 3
NO MEETING IN OBSERVANCE OF 

OUR INDEPENDENCE DAY

JULY 10
NOTE 

NO RCS BOARD MEETING. 
MEETING MOVED TO 
JULY 17 AT 11:00 AM

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
TBA Scene & Herd: Reboot! A Recap of the June 12 Meeting

Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

With about 22 in attendance, Prez 
Jim brought down his gavel to begin 
our meeting with the Pledge, Brad-
led God Bless America (Battle Hymn 
still isn’t ready for prime time…) and 
Rev. Pres-Elect Bob’s invocation focus-
ing on justice and peace.  Whodidit in 

1994 when Nicole Simpson and Ron 
Goldman met their fate? Was it OJ? 
Stay tuned.
PP Brad announced an upcoming golf 
outing at Westvale, date to be deter-
mined. He also made us aware of the 
annual Matthew 25 golf tournament 

see MILLIONS page 2

Sharon L. Contreras,  Friday’s speaker.

JUNE 26
SYRACUSE ROTARY 

CHANGING OF 
THE GUARD
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scheduled for September 12 at Orchard Valley. Finally, he 
offered to plan a cruise on either beautiful Skaneateles Lake 
or the historic Eric Barge Canal if there is interest.
Prez Jim, nearing the end of his term, thanked the club for 
its support throughout. Back to you, Jim—excellent Rota-
ry year! Thank you!!. We welcomed Butch DeAngelo back 
among us and sang happy birthday to Bob Sargent, in ad-
vance of his June 14 birthday. We also celebrated Ray Leach’s 
55th wedding anniversary to the lovely Barbara.
The 50/50 was big today—in the millions, says the Prez…. 
Anyhow, ailing Harry Schumm got first crack at the pot, 
thanks to a ticket passed to him by table mate John Mar-
sellus. Wisely deciding to take the cash, Harry left the Red 
Queen draw to Pat S. who sadly missed out on the really big 
money. Better luck next week Rotarians.
Lots of happy dollars again today. Jim Glad is looking for-
ward to the birth of a new grandchild, Vern is anticipating 

his 61st wedding anniversary, Pres-Elect Bob’s kids and 
grandkids are in town, and Mike Masci’s kids got great hits 
in a recent Little League game. All very happy events.
Prez Jim introduced our program which featured Dan Ol-
ivadoti who heads up the Syracuse Office of the Center for 
Court Innovation, founded as a public-private partnership 
between the New York State Unified Court System and the 
Fund for the City of New York to create operating programs 
to test new ideas and solve problems regarding the courts. 
Presently a one man operation here in Syracuse, Dan focuses 
his work on an innovative Parent Support Program which 
links non-custodial parents with needed services to increase 
child support payments and maintain healthy parent-child 
relationships. He also supports a program to help secure 
employment for the unemployed, often in partnership with 
other not for profit agencies in the community. Thanks,  Dan. 
All very admirable work.
Next week—Sharon Contreras, Syracuse Superintendent of 
Schools. Rotarians, don’t miss this important presentation.z
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• 11% of people are left handed
• August has the highest percentage of births
• Unless food is mixed with saliva you can’t taste it
• A bear has 42 teeth
• An ostrich’s eye is bigger than it’s brain
• Most lipsticks contain fish scales
• No two corn flakes look the same
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Millions in 50/50 Pot                                from page 1

This Week’s Birthdays

ROBERT (BOB) 
SARGENT

Birthday: June 14 
Joined: July 2003

Activities Announcements
Activites Committee

Brad Strait, of the Activities Committee, announces the 
following events taking place in the near future:
1. Golf event at the Westvale course behind West Gen-

esee High School. We've enjoyed this course for the 
last several years. I have two free passes so the average 
cost will be very reasonable. 

2. Erie Canal Dinner Cruise on a Wednesday evening 
in July or August. Cruises begin promptly at 6pm. The 
cost is $26.00 per person. Cost for children is $15.00.

3. Annual Harvest Golf Tournament at the Orchard 
Vali course, 4693 Route 20 near Lafayette, NY. This 
event is a charity event to benefit the Matthew 25 
Farm which Rotary has generously supported in the 
past. Price per golfer is $80.00 which includes 18 holes, 
cart, hot dog and drink at the turn, dinner, awards 
during dinner, open range prior to the tournament, 
door prizes, etc. Golf format is Captain and Crew (also 
referred to Best Ball). We've had two foursomes in each 
of the last two years, and both have been very enjoyable. 
Interested Rotarians (for any of these events should 
contact Brad Strait at a regular Rotary meeting or by 
phone at 585-905-0662.

NOTICE: SYRACUSE ROTARY FOUNDATION
This month’s Foundation Trustee meeting will be held on 

June 26, not June 19 as previously published in The Press.

You may recall 
that we sang to 
Bob at our last 
meeting. If we 
were to sing to 
him again this 
week, it will be 
only the third 
time in the history 
of the club that a 
Rotarian was sung 
“Happy Birthday” 
at two consecu-
tive meetings.

HISTORY 
IN THE MAKING...
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maximum operating flexibility for the 
lowest performing cluster of schools 
in the city. Under Sharon’s leadership, 
SCSD secured a $31.5 million dollar 
grant, the largest in the district’s his-
tory, to support the underperforming 
schools in the iZone.
Sharon convened a Blue Ribbon Ca-
reer and Technical Education (CTE) 
Task Force to ensure students have 
access to the 21st Century STEM, 
emerging technology and other pro-
fessions and trades. She established 
15 new career pathways and opened a 
6-year P-TECH high school that rep-
resents a ground-breaking partnership 
with Onondaga Community College 
and MACNY to provide high-school 
students the opportunity to earn an 
Associates Degree in Electrical Engi-
neering Technology or Manufacturing 
Technology. Sharon also spearheaded 
the creation of two other innovative 
schools – Syracuse Latin and the Public 
Service Leadership Academy (PSLA). 
PSLA offers four academies: First Re-
sponder/Law Enforcement Academy; 
Homeland Security Academy; Military 
Science Academy; and Entrepreneurial 
Academy.
Sharon has also worked tirelessly with 
City and State elected officials to se-
cure passage of state legislation that 
authorizes $300 million in construc-
tion funding as part of Phase II of the 
Joint Schools Construction Board. This 
funding will enable the district to create 
21st century educational learning envi-
ronments in up to 20 schools. 
Sharon has spearheaded initiatives to 
address not only the students’ educa-
tional needs, but their health and so-
cial-emotional needs as well. She has 

implemented Breakfast-in-the-Class-
room and universal free breakfast and 
lunch programs in all schools. Addi-
tionally, she has worked closely with 
Say Yes to Education and Onondaga 
County to expand the Promise Zone 
program to every elementary, K-8 and 
middle school, to provide critical sup-
ports and resources to students with 
emotional or behavioral challenges. 
Impassioned to eradicate the school-
to-prison pipeline, she recently was 
invited to participate in a briefing for 

members of the United States Con-
gress on implementing fair disciplinary 
practices in schools.
Sharon currently serves on numerous 
Boards and Councils, including SYR-
ACUSE 20/20, SCSD Educational 
Foundation, Near Westside Initiative, 
Hillside Work-Scholarship Connec-

tion, NYS Commissioner’s Advisory 
Council, Northeast Comprehensive 
Center, and the New York State Coun-
cil of School Superintendents. Sharon 
is a well-regarded and sought after 
speaker at the national level and has 
won several awards for her civic and 
professional leadership including The 
Network Journals 25 Influential Wom-
en in Business Award 2015, the In-
terdenominational Ministers’ Alliance 
Drum Major for Social Justice Award; 
Nosotros Radio Latina of the Year 

Award, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. Fortitude Award and the NAACP 
Freedom Award, to name a few. 
Sharon holds degrees from SUNY 
Binghamton and the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison.  She is an active 
member of numerous community and 
civic organizations.  z

The symbol on the 
“pound” key (#) is called an 

octothorpe.
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Contreras to brief Congress 
from page 1
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The Top 5 U.S. States that Drink the Most Beer (Cases Sold)

Sources:  U.S. Drinks Conference: “U.S. Beverage Alcohol Trends 2013”. List Notes: Data is the top 5 
U.S. states that consume the most 2.25 gallon cases (8.51 litres) of beer. Data is for the year 2012.

CALIFORNIA
294.0 MILLION

TEXAS
263.9 MILLION

NEW YORK
146.3 MILLION

FLORIDA
162.0 MILLION

PENNSYLVANIA
139.4 MILLION
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New Member Application: Publication Week 1
Membership Committee

In accordance with the by-laws of the Rotary Club of  Syracuse, Inc.: Prospective Member: Dan 
Olivadoti, sponsored by: James Morrow, By-Law Article X - Election to Membership, 
Section 1 - Active members, Sub-section 3 and 4, state:
3) Upon submission of the application to the Classifications and Memberships Committees, the 
name of the proposed member, the firm represented, the classification under which he or she is 
proposed, and the name of the sponsor shall be published in the Rotary Press for two successive 
weeks, during which period any member of the Syracuse Rotary Club in good standing may file 
written objections with the Rotary Office, which shall refer the same to the proper committee 
for consideration.
4) Upon completion of the publication an the deliberations of Classifications and Membership 
Committees, the Committees shall report at the next meeting of the Board of Directors. If both 
Committees recommend approval, the Membership Committee shall move for election of the 
prospective member.
PROSPECTIVE MEMBER: DAN OLIVADOTI

FIRM REPRESENTED/EMPLOYER: CENTER FOR COURT INNOVATION

CLASSIFICATION: TO BE DETERMINED BY MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

ROTARIAN SPONSOR: JAMES MORROW

APPLICATION RECEIVED VIA: WWW.SYRACUSEROTARY.ORG/MEMBERSHIP


