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This Week’s Program: Dan Olivadoti 
of the Center For Court Innovation

Program Committee

Founded as a public/private partner-
ship between the New York State Uni-
fied Court System and the Fund for the 
City of New York, the Center For Court 
Innovation creates operating programs 
to test new ideas and solve problems. 
The Center’s projects include commu-
nity-based violence prevention projects, 
alternatives to incarceration, reentry 
initiatives, court-based programs that 
seek to promote positive individual and 
family change, and many others.
The Center is head-
quartered in New York 
City, with the Upstate 
office here in Syracuse. 
There is also the Cen-
tre for Court Innova-
tion-UK in London, 
which started as the 
overseas office and be-
came its own indepen-
dent United Kingdom 
charity in 2014.

The Syracuse office piloted New York 
State’s first problem-solving child sup-
port program in 2008, known as the 
Parent Support Program. The program 
links non-custodial parents with need-
ed services to increase child support 
payments and maintain healthy par-
ent-child relationships. Using the Syr-
acuse program as a model, the Center 
for Court Innovation helped launch a 
similar program in Brooklyn in 2010.
Dan Olivadoti is originally from Utia 
and moved to Syracuse for a second 

time in 2011. 
Dan’s background is 
primarily in Human 
Resources, and he has 
worked mainly in not-
for-profits the bulk of 
his career, save for a 
few journeys into the 
corporate world. One 
of those was the job he 
held just previous to 
this one, which was a 

see 40 OLIVADOTI page 3

Upcoming Meetings
JUNE 12
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Center for Court Innovation 

Dan Olivadoti

1:30 pm 
P&C Committee Meeting

JUNE 19
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Sharon Contreras, 
Superintendent of 

Syracuse City Schools

JUNE 26
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 

CHANGING OF THE GUARD

Program 
SRC - Lisa Mondello, Director, Corp 

Communications and PR

JULY 2

NO MEETING IN OBSERVANCE OF 
OUR INDEPENDENCE DAY

Scene & Herd: Reboot!   A Recap of the June 5 Meeting
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

The best day ever! Well, it was certain-
ly a pretty good day as we gathered to 
learn more about our fabulous Rosa-
mond Gifford Zoo from Janet Agos-
tini, President & CEO of the Friends 
of the Zoo and Henry Ted Fox, Zoo 
Director. And what an impressive zoo 

it is, some saying that they like it much 
better than the fabled San Diego Zoo. 
But more on that later.
Taking to the podium for the last 
month of his reign, Prez Jim sounded 
the gong, called for the pledge, intro-
duced PP Brad to lead us in the Battle 

see BEST page 2

Dan Olivadoti, Friday’s speaker.
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Hymn (we may have to do it again this week…) and Brad 
again for the invocation which reminded us that we were 
commemorating D Day and all the bravery shown that his-
toric day. Prez Jim then called our historic attention to the 
fact that it was June 5, 1968 that Sirhan Sirhan tragically 
assassinated Robert Kennedy and that many years before on 
this day, FDR took us off the gold standard. Jim also quipped 

that his research showed that you have a 13% chance of get-
ting it correct if you called a fellow Syracuse Rotarian, Bob.
We sang happy birthday to PP Gary Wilson on the 30 an-
niversary of his 39th birthday (or something like that, said 
Gary). John Lewien, ably assisted by Marylin, handled the 

50/50 where Allen Kosoff drew the coveted (but not win-
ning) 3 of Clubs, leaving PP Tom Platt to rake in the cash. 
On the happy dollar front, Alex Charters gave one because 
he was happy to have survived his service at the real D Day 
(us too, Alex), Jim Glad gave a fin because he recently was 
a lottery winner of the scratch-off variety. Bob Sargent was 
happy to have seen 5 tigers on his recent trip to India and 
Marylin pitched in a dollar in celebration of our wonderful 
zoo.
The Prez then introduced our program which today featured 
our own accredited world class Rosamond Gifford Zoo 
which, in part thanks to Syracuse Rotary, experienced the 
recent birth of 2 new otter cubs. Janet Agostini and Henry 
Ted Fox tag teamed in bringing us up to date on what else 
is new at the zoo via a nicely done PowerPoint presenta-
tion. Among other things, there’s a new baby Asian elephant 
(to join one of the largest Asian elephant herds in any US 
zoo), a goat by the name of Clarice, a rare snow leopard and 
several new colorful sea horses. The zoo’s master plan also 
calls for the construction of a unique 60,000 gallon elephant 
pool, a fascinating African Savannah exhibit, a much larger 
Animal Health Center (caring for the animals is a primary 
zoo concern) and a total annual visitor count of  500,000, up 
from the current count of approximately 365,,000.  Home to 
more than 700 animals on about 43 acres, we were all duly 
impressed with the zoo’s thoughtful and creative approach to 
caring for and displaying the animals and agreed with Janet 
and Henry that a day at the zoo could very well, indeed, be 
the “best day ever.”  z
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Best Day Ever from the Zoo                   from page 1

(L to R) President Jim presents RCS mugs to Ted Fox, and Janet Agostini

Africa On Brink Of Polio Eradication
Reported cases of polio dropped from 53 to just six in Nigeria

Ryan Hyland, Rotary News, 8-Jun-2015

Nigeria and the whole continent of Af-
rica is on the cusp of being polio free, 
Dr. Hamid Jafari told audience mem-
bers at the Rotary Convention on 8 
June in São Paulo, Brazil.
Between 2013 and 2014, the reported 
cases of polio dropped from 53 to just 
six in Nigeria. Even more encouraging, 
said Jafari, is that the last case of polio 
in Nigeria was reported in July of last 
year and the last case in all of Africa 
was reported in Somalia in August.
“With a year of no polio cases in Nige-
ria tantalizingly close, and no cases in 

Somalia since August, the tireless work 
of so many people across the continent 
is paying off,” said Jafari, director of the 
Global Polio Eradication Initiative for 
the World Health Organization. “But 
it is incredibly important that Nigeria 
remains vigilant. As long as polio exists 
anywhere, it will continue to be a threat 
everywhere.”
Transmission of the wild poliovirus has 
also never been stopped in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. In 2014, 85 percent of 
polio cases worldwide were in Pakistan, 
the country’s highest case count in over 
a decade. But progress has been made 

over the last few months to stem the 
spread of the virus. The focus for the 
government and all of the polio part-
ners has shifted to missed children. 
Vaccinators have gained access to areas 
that have been out of reach for years, 
said Jafari.
Since January, cases in Pakistan are 
lower than this time last year thanks to 
advocacy work from Rotary members, 
said Jafari. “This is a reminder that we 
cannot let politics and conflict stand 
in our way, because at the end of the 
chain stands a mother or father that 
just wants to protect their child. But 

see FOUNDATION back page
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Olivadoti Started 40-Below 
from page 1

dual-role of Human Resources Spe-
cialist and FCO (Facility Compliance 
Officer) for Special Metals Corporation 
in New Hartford NY. A few other posi-
tions of note were Director of Employ-
ment Services for the Refugee Center 
in Utica, Director of Organizing/Busi-
ness Agent for Teamsters Local 182 and 
Program Coordinator for ARISE here 
in Syracuse. Dan originally studied Re-
tail Business Management in college, 
but his path veered far from that soon 
after. 
While in Syracuse, Dan was one of the 
core members that helped to launch 
40-Below. They presented the (at that 
time) largest-ever gathering of Young 
Professionals in the US at their inau-
gural 2004 Summit. He also founded 
Syracuse Young Professionals in 2003, 
opening a companion group in Utica a 
year later. We operated for several years 
and had 500 members combined at our 
peak. Dan also served on the boards of 
the Syracuse Jaycees and CNY SPaRC, 
both now sadly defunct. He was also one 
of the founding members of the Future 
Fund at the Central New York Com-
munity Foundation and is currently a 
member of the Syracuse Healthy Start 
Fatherhood Initiative.  z

This Week’s Birthdays

RALPH J. BROWN

Birthday: June 9 
Joined: May 1986

JED E. DELMONICO

Birthday: June 12 
Joined: March 1984

Visit Date Club Name   Club President  Area and AG

7/14/2015 Herkimer Gray, Lynn Area 1 AG Roger Skinner

7/14/2015 West Winfield Smith, Sandra Area 1 AG Roger Skinner

7/21/2015 Greater Utica Sunrise Decola, Terry Area 2 AG Jeff Jones

7/21/2015 North Utica - Whitestown Acey, Audra Area 2 AG Jeff Jones

7/21/2015 Kuyahoora Valley - Newport McCredie, Melissa Area 1 AG Roger Skinner

7/30/2015 Chittenango Smith, Elsie Area 3 AG Clark Speicher

7/30/2015 Tully Drzewicki, Randy Area 6 AG Ed Helinski

8/6/2015 Sherrill Allen, Susan Area 3 AG Clark Speicher

8/7/2015 Utica Williams, Kenneth Area 2 AG Jeff Jones

8/19/2015 Oriskany Falls Reilly, Patricia Area 2 AG Jeff Jones

8/20/2015 Hamilton Fadale, Stephanie Area 3 AG Clark Speicher

8/20/2015 Waterville Reynolds, Jeff Area 2 AG Jeff Jones

9/14/2015 Dewitt Cleary, Linda Area 4 AG Kevin Fallis

9/14/2015 Cazenovia Patrizio, Sandy Area 4 AG Kevin Fallis

9/15/2015 Oneida Potter, Steven Area 3 AG Clark Speicher

9/23/2015 Dolgeville Rotary Area 1 AG Roger Skinner

9/23/2015 Little Falls Ogden, Michael Area 1 AG Roger Skinner

9/28/2015 Canastota Stevens, Rick Area 3 AG Clark Speicher

9/28/2015 Camden Hite, Leonard Area 3 AG Clark Speicher

9/29/2015 Rome Recco, Tony Area 3 AG Clark Speicher

10/1/2015 Oswego Sunrise Todd, Donald Area 5 AG Dave Granoff

10/1/2015 Fulton Seguin, Viola Area 5 AG Dave Granoff

10/5/2015 Camillus Frodelius, Kim Area 6 AG Ed Helinski

10/5/2015 Cato Nuhn, Richard Area 5 AG Dave Granoff

10/6/2015 Oswego Rotary Club Tesoriero, Richard Area 5 AG Dave Granoff

10/14/2015 Adirondack Foothills (Barneveld) Wheeler, Steve Area 1 AG Roger Skinner

10/28/2015 Aurora Knapp, Randy Area 6 AG Ed Helinski

11/4/2015 Fayetteville - Manlius Jones, David Area 4 AG Kevin Fallis

11/4/2015 Onondaga North Taylor, Mindy Area 4 AG Kevin Fallis

11/12/2015 Skaneateles Sunrise Rooney, John Area 6 AG Ed Helinski

11/12/2015 Skaneateles Blessing, Bill Area 6 AG Ed Helinski

11/18/2015 New Hartford Smith, Connie Area 2 AG Jeff Jones

11/18/2015 Sauquoit Wilson, Randy Area 2 AG Jeff Jones

12/2/2015 Syracuse Inner City Wood, Mary Area 4 AG Kevin Fallis

12/2/2015 Baldwinsville Fedrizzi, Sally Area 5 AG Dave Granoff

1/8/2016 Syracuse Sunrise Hoover, Greg Area 4 AG Kevin Fallis

1/8/2016 Syracuse Sherburne, Robert Area 4 AG Kevin Fallis

1/12/2016 Auburn Barber, Michelle Area 6 AG Ed Helinski

1/12/2016 Moravia Collins, Tom Area 6 AG Ed Helinski

1/22/2016 Fulton Sunrise Maute, Betty Area 5 AG Dave Granoff

1/26/2016 Marcellus Pangman, Kevin Area 6 AG Ed Helinski

1/26/2016 Eastwood (Syracuse, NY) Bodow, Wayne Area 4 AG Kevin Fallis

TBD Rotary E-Club of District 7150 NY1 Area 2 AG Jeff Jones

2015-16 DG Official Visit Schedule
DG Henry MacDonald to visit Syracuse Rotary January 8

THE SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS
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NOTICE: SYRACUSE ROTARY FOUNDATION
This month’s Foundation Trustee meeting will be held on 

June 26, not June 19 as previously published in The Press.the coming months are the real test. We are entering the 
high season for polio transmission.” 
Jafari encouraged attendees to stay committed. “I need you 
to continue to advocate and engage with your political lead-
ers with that strong, influential Rotary voice of yours, so that 
all our stakeholders continue to commit to funding the final 
stages,” he said. “I need you to keep on educating and en-
gaging your communities and the global community on this 
great endeavor.”

Foundation Giving Nears Record High
Rotary Foundation Trustee Chair John Kenny updated at-
tendees on the progress of the Foundation.  One of his goals 
as chair was to increase giving. The Annual Fund reached 
almost $117 million in 2013-14. This year, if contributions 
continue at the normal June rate, the fund will top that fig-
ure, making it the highest ever, he said.
The Foundation’s Endowment Fund has reached a mile-
stone of $1 billion, where spendable earnings will provide 
nearly $13 million of direct financial support next year, more 
than double the amount five years ago.
“Let us remember that when we give to our Foundation, 
we are not sending cash to Evanston,” Kenny said.  “We are 
helping a blind man to see, a polio victim to walk, a child to 
grow to adulthood healthily, a student to become educated, 
and a family to have enough food to eat.”
More than 400 district grants and over 600 global grants 
have been awarded in 2014-15, said Kenny. “The Trustees 
are conscious of obtaining the views of Rotarians and are 
seeking their observations on the new program so that they 
can be considered when a review is made in the 2015-16 
Rotary year.”
Kenny praised the expansion of the Rotary Peace Centers 
program. There have been 312 endorsed applications this 
year from 85 countries, the highest number since the pro-
gram began in 2002. Of the 100 fellows selected, more than 
half are from low-income countries.
“We should be encouraged to see that this imaginative pro-
gram is expanding, for it is surely most pertinent in these 
troubled times,” he said.
“The future health of the Foundation is in all our hands,” 
he concluded. “The real work of Rotary is carried out by 
individual Rotarians in their clubs, for the club is the heart 
of Rotary.”   z

Foundation Endowment: $1 Billion  from page 2
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Water Summit Urges Rotary 
Members To Invest In Youth

Megan Ferringer, Rotary News, 7-Jun-2015

Almost 200 million days of school attendance are lost every 
year because of the lack of proper sanitation. Many diar-
rhea cases in children result from transmission of disease in 
schools rather than at home.
“A school is a place where children should feel safe, not a 
place where they are susceptible to infection,” says Lizette 
Burgers, senior adviser of UNICEF’s Water Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH) in Schools program.
But the message at the World Water Summit on 4 June in 
São Paulo was positive: Rotary members and their clubs can 
make schools healthier places through programs that pro-
vide clean water and better sanitation.
“WASH in Schools is about addressing the rights of the 
children. This forum can help us all learn how to provide a 
healthy, safe, and secure school environment,” said Burgers. 
“This will help ensure quality education, because healthy, 
well-nourished children can fully participate in schooling. 
It increases school attendance, because students have to 
spend less time traveling long distances to fetch water. And 
it encourages children to take pride in their school and com-
munity by providing them with a renewed sense of dignity.”
The water summit, the seventh convened by the Water and 
Sanitation Rotarian Action Group, focused on water, sani-
tation, and hygiene in schools and provided Rotary mem-
bers with resources for starting their own projects.
Sushil Gupta, The Rotary Foundation’s WASH in Schools 
committee chair, explained that these projects aren’t just 
about investing in infrastructure and improving sanitation 
facilities. A successful WASH in Schools project is also 
about advocacy. Rotary members were encouraged, when 
considering a new project, to focus on hygiene education by 
finding ways to develop healthy behaviors in youths. Gupta 
said that children are generally more receptive to new ideas 
than adults.
“Rotarians are dedicating their time and leadership to ad-
dress the need for basic WASH in Schools programs, and 
the results are already inspiring,” said John Hewko, general 
secretary of Rotary International. “These programs create 
a cycle of opportunity. It reduces hygiene-related disease, 
it increases attendance in school, it enhances the learning 
environment, and it contributes to a student’s dignity. And 
through your work, we will be impacting generations to 
come.”  z


