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This Week’s Program: The Zoo!
Janet Agostini and Henry Ted Fox from Rosamond Gifford Zoo

Program Committee

From the first time she 
heard a young child at 
the zoo say to her moth-
er, “This is going to be the 
best day ever,” Janet Agos-
tini knew she had found 
her calling at the Rosa-
mond Gifford Zoo.  
An animal lover all her 
life, Janet serves as pres-
ident & CEO of Friends 
of the Rosamond Gifford 
Zoo at Burnet Park, the 
organization responsible for business 
operations, education programs and 
fundraising on behalf of the zoo.
Janet, a longtime resident of Central 
New York, has more than 25 years’ ex-
perience in marketing, communications 
and executive administration.  Prior to 
joining the Friends organization, she 
served as vice president of student re-
cruitment and communications at On-
ondaga Community College (OCC) 

and has held manage-
ment positions in the high 
tech and healthcare sec-
tors. She holds a degree 
in business management 
from Keuka College. 
Janet has served on sev-
eral local boards, includ-
ing Literacy Volunteers 
of Syracuse, the Syracuse 
Convention & Visitors 
Bureau and Make-A-
Wish. In addition, she 
has participated on many 
community service com-

mittees, is a graduate of Leadership 
Greater Syracuse, was a volunteer tutor 
for Literacy Volunteers and has pre-
sented at the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums national conference. Her 
awards include the Trustees Award for 
Exemplary Service and a resolution of 
appreciation for her work on the resi-
dence halls at OCC, and selection as a 

see PENGUIN page 3

Upcoming Meetings
JUNE 5

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Rosamond Gifford Zoo 

Ted Fox and Janet Agostini

JUNE 12
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Center for Court Innovation 

Davis Olivadoti

JUNE 19
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Sharon Contreras 

Superintendent of 
Syracuse City Schools

JUNE 26
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting 
CHANGING OF THE GUARD

Program 
SRC - Lisa Mondello, Director, Corp 

Communications and PR

JULY 2

NO MEETING IN OBSERVANCE OF 
OUR INDEPENDENCE DAY

Scene & Herd: Reboot!   A Recap of the May 29 Meeting
President Jim

It began like any other meeting! Except 
it wasn't our typical Rotary meeting. 
And, come to think of it, it didn't be-
gin like our typical meeting, either! For 
one thing, the bell was on the other side 
of the room, but that didn't stop your 
Prez from officially bringing the meet-

ing to order. Even with the long pause 
between the clang of the bell and the 
words of greeting because of the run-
ning from the bell on one side of the 
room to the podium on the stage, the 
May 29 Syracuse Rotary meeting be-
gan. We even had a real podium this 

Janet Agostini, President & 
CEO, Friends of the  Zoo.

see MAYBE page 2
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week, in place of the usual lectern-on-
top-of-a-table. Close to seventy were in 
attendance for the 2015 Outstanding 
High School Senior Awards and Harry 
Schumm eventually had our receiving 
table operational after a tardy arrival 
due to a painful sciatic nerve injury. 
We're glad you're okay Mr. Schumm. 
Because his family was found guilty 
of knowing Denny Baldwin, Faith 
Heritrage senior, Daniel Jackson, led 
our assembly in “The Pledge of Alle-
giance”. Next, Brad Strait chose to sing 
his Civil War-era favorite, The Battle 
Hymn of the Republic. While every-
one in the room nervously looked at 
each other for the words, Brad quickly 
changed his mind and went with God 
Bless America (in the key of F). Well, 
Brad, maybe we can sing your favorite 
this week:

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the 
coming of the Lord;

He is trampling out the vintage where 
grapes of wrath are stored;

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of 
His terrible swift sword,
His truth is marching on.

CHORUS: 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! Glory, glory, 

hallelujah! 
Glory, glory, hallelujah! His truth is 

marching on.
I have seen Him in the watchfires of a 

hundred circling camps;
They have builded Him an altar in the 

evening dews and damps;
I can read His righteous sentence by the 

dim and flaring lamps,

His day is marching on. 
CHORUS

He has sounded forth the trumpet that 
shall never call retreat;

He is sifting out the hearts of men 
before His Judgement Seat.

Oh! Be swift, my soul, to answer Him, be 
jubilant, my feet!

Our God is marching on. 
CHORUS

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was 
born across the sea,

With a glory in his bosom that transfig-
ures you and me;

As he died to make men holy, let us die 
to make men free,

While God is marching on. 
CHORUS

Vern Lee gave a thought provoking 
invocation and Prez Jim gave a mo-
ment in history that included the 1953 
Mount Everest climb of Hillary and 
Tenzing that resulted in reaching the 
summit for the first time ever, some-
thing the Queen never accomplished 
(you had to be there). After a few an-
nouncements, one of which was a word 
of thanks from Prez Jim for PE Bob 
Sherburne subbing for the absent Prez 
at the May 15 meeting, the Sergeant 
at Arms announced a visiting Rotarian 
from Herkimer, Dan Sullivan who was 
immediately subjected to “Oh, Mem-
bers of Rotary we greet you...”.
The 50/50 was dispatched due to time 
constraints, but the Happy Dollars 
were all around and plentiful. 
Next, President Jim introduced a per-
son with tireless dedication to the 
Syracuse City Schools, an esteemed 
graduate of Syracuse City Schools, 
and former teacher, principal and 
administrator, our very own, Patrick 
Spadafora.  Mr. Spadafora’s task was 
to present the eighteen high school 
senior awards and MC the ceremo-
ny, which is an annual high-water 

mark of The Rotary Club of Syracuse. 
Pat said that his wife has told him on 
several occasions not to be sarcastic. I 
am undecided on whether or not that 
was good advice.
The plaques and pens, each personal-
ized for the recipients, were presented 
to the students as well as their school’s 
principal. Listening to the praise that 
the nine educators exuded regarding 
their students was uplifting and emo-
tional, not only for the kids, but the  
parents and Rotarians who were in at-
tendance.  The resumes these kids have 
already, before graduating high school, 
is truly impressive. They are all destined 
to be thoughtful and successful human 
beings... and there maybe even be a 
future Rotarian or two in the bunch. 
Thank you Pat!!   
The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 
with no injuries.  ~ See you Friday!
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This Week’s Birthday

GARY WILSON

Birthday: June 4 
Joined: October 2007
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Maybe we’ll get another shot at Battle Hymn      from page 1

The suit may have retired, but the man is still 
a force to be reckoned with. (1973)
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Nonprofit Executive of the Year Honoree at the 
Sixth Annual Nonprofit Awards presented by 
M&T Bank, BizEventz and the Business Jour-
nal News Network. 
Janet’s low tech interests include antiques, in-
terior design and gardening.  In addition to her 
family, she has two passions; reading and ani-
mals.  She and her husband, Bob, are a “16-paw 
family” and share their Marcellus home with 
two dogs and two cats.
Ted Fox has worked at the Rosamond Gifford 
Zoo at Burnet Park since 1991.  A graduate of 
Cornell University, he holds a bachelor’s degree 
in animal science.   
Ted sits on the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) 
passerine Taxon Advisory Group (TAG).  In this role, he 
collaborates with zoo experts across the country to exam-
ine the conservation needs of the entire taxa, and to develop 
recommendations for population management and conser-
vation based upon the needs of the species and the facilities 
that house them.
Among his many achievements, Ted was instrumental in the 
development of the zoo’s Humboldt penguin exhibit, which 

opened in 2005.  Though industry experts fore-
casted that it would take five years for the pen-
guin pairs to become established and produce 
chicks, the first chicks hatched just one year 
after the exhibit opened. To date, 36 chicks 
have hatched in Syracuse, an accomplishment 
for which the zoo is nationally recognized. Ted 
regularly consults with zoological institutions 
around the country in preparation for new 
exhibit openings and about penguin manage-
ment, especially as it pertains to breeding.
Ted was also instrumental in raising the first 
Andean condor chick to be used for conser-

vation education in Venezuela by the Cleveland Metroparks 
Zoo in conjunction with Bioandina Foundation and In-
parques, the Venezuelan National Park Service, through a 
program that funds various components of a conservation 
program, the goal of which is the establishment of a viable 
population of Andean condors in Venezuela.  To date, the 
bird has met thousands of people and spread the word about 
the importance of protecting the species, which is threatened 
in the wild.
In addition, Ted teaches an honors course, Challenges of 
Zoo Management, at Syracuse University.   z

Penguin Chicks were hatched in Syracuse     from page 1

Henry Ted Fox, Zoo Director

City Hall’s Carillon Still Fills the Air Downtown
Thanks to a Syracuse Rotary Gift to overhaul the century-old building’s carillon

Dick Case, Post-Standard columnist ~ September 28, 2010

Good news. The sound of bells is coming back to downtown 
Syracuse.
Ken Mokrzycki, who oversees administration at City Hall, 
explained last week that a gift made through the Syracuse 
Rotary Club will pay for upgrading the electronic bell system 
at the 1892 landmark. The name of the donor is to be kept 
inside City Hall, but Ken said the donation – about $12,000 
– is tied to Rotary’s gift to the city of the original carillon, 
back in 1987.
The old device is antiquated and will be replaced by a newer, 
digital model, according to Lonnie Bornstein, chief city elec-
trician. It might be ready in time for the Christmas season.
It’s been a while since we heard the sound of bells downtown. 
All that’s needed for the work to go ahead is formal accep-
tance of the gift by the Common Council this week.
Ken guessed it’s been at least five years since City Hall’s car-
illon worked properly. “It just wore out,” he explained. The 

other bells downtown? Well, all I can 
report is that they’re silent, except for 
church bells.
City Hall had an actual bell when it 
opened, in its “bell tower,” some 150 
feet above the street. This bell, which 
rang when Lincoln’s funeral train 
passed through Syracuse, was melted 
down for the war effort during World 
War II. It had been cast in West Troy 
in 1858 and hung in the bell tower of 
the old City Hall, and later replaced by a newer model.
Lonnie Bornstein tells me there’s still a bell high up in the 
tower, but it has no clapper and doesn’t ring. “It’s like a pla-
cebo,” he explained.
He said he plans to rewire the tower for new loudspeakers, 
to beam the carillon, which is controlled from a closet in the 
mayor’s office, across downtown.  z

Reprinted from syracuse.com
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