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This Week’s Program: A Signature Music Performance
Program Committee

Signature Music is a non-profit educa-
tional organization dedicated to pro-
viding music education, performance 
opportunities, and college guidance 
for teen musicians of all backgrounds. 
Since its founding in 1993, the Signa-
ture Music Summer Camp , has provid-
ed a nurturing, challenging, 
two-week music education 
program for teens at an 
upstate New York college 
setting close to Syracuse, 
Utica, Rome, Rochester, 
Oneida, and Ithaca.
Established in 2000, Sig-
nature Syracuse is a holis-
tic music education pro-
gram for teen musicians 
in the Syracuse School 
District, and surrounding 
CNY school districts, that 
provides free lessons, free 
instruments, performance 
opportunities, guidance, and college 
preparation.

Signature Music Camp at OCC
The next generation of student-mu-
sicians spent part of last summer on 
campus attending the prestigious Sig-
nature Music Camp. Students interest-
ed in pursuing higher education and a 
career in music came to OCC from as 
close as Central New York and as far 
away as California.
Camp attendees received training in 
both small and large groups. High 
school-aged students participated in a 

two-week session, and middle school-
aged students enrolled in a one-week 
program. The entire staff was made up 
of former campers, several of whom 
now teach music in public schools. 
Instruction was based in the new Ac-
ademic II building anchored by the 
College’s Music program. The struc-

ture spans a nearly 60-feet high gorge 
and contains a 150-seat recital hall, an 
instrument and choral rehearsal room, 
practice rooms, and smart classrooms. 
Campers lived in the College’s modern, 
air-conditioned residence halls.
“Coming here was a great way to grow 
musically,” said Molly Ross, a high 
school sophomore from Danbury, Con-
necticut. “You were surrounded by peo-
ple who were as excited about music as 
you. It was a wonderful experience!”
Liam Lipsky, a senior from Tully High 
School, attended his fifth Signature 
Music Camp this summer. “I enjoy 

coming every year and meeting new 
people. Everyone wants to be your 
friend. We all have great relationships 
with each other. It’s a fun time and a 
great environment.”
The OCC campus and Academic II 
building were very popular with stu-
dents. “It was really amazing here. We 

were all so excited to be 
here and see the facilities. 
It’s a beautiful building and 
college,” said Sarah Meem-
ken, a junior at Averill Park 
High School in the Albany 
area.
Signature Music Camp was 
founded by Dick Ford, a 
former school superinten-
dent who opened a music 
studio on Syracuse’s Near 
West Side to help local 
high school students. In the 
camp’s 22 years, more than 
300 alumni have pursued 

music in college, and many are now 
teaching music throughout the country.
“Onondaga Community College is 
highly respected in New York State by 
music educators,” said Ford. “The Col-
lege’s Music program has a long histo-
ry of educating students and preparing 
them for transfer to outstanding schools 
like SUNY Potsdam, SUNY Fredonia, 
Ithaca College, and Syracuse Universi-
ty, where they can pursue a baccalaure-
ate degree. With its new Academic II 
building, OCC is now a showcase for 
students and parents considering a high 
quality, undergraduate education.”  z

Dick Ford leads students through a sight reading class during Signature 
Music Camp.
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Scene & Herd: Reboot!
A Recap of the May 1 RCS Meeting

Anonymous Syracxuse Rotarian

What a great early spring day, which 
brought out the daffodils, some song 
birds and a bunch of enthusiastic Syr-
acuse Rotarians and guests for our first 
meeting in May. Our Community Ser-
vice honoree, Charlie Beach, joined us 
with his lovely wife, Beth, daughter 
Karen and son David. Daughter Mar-
ilyn lives in Portland, Oregon so she 
wasn’t able to attend but was there in 
spirit.
Prez Jim opened the meeting with his 
usual interesting moment in history, 
followed by a rousing rendition of God 
Bless America led by PP Brad. Rev. 
Vern led us in prayer, following which 
Harry introduced our visitors which in-
cluded, in addition to the Beach family, 
their good friends, Ron and Judy Cava-
nagh, Rocco Galimi, Marylin’s spouse, 
and Beth Broadway, President/CEO of 
InterFaith Works where Charlie Beach 
served as President and director. Lots 
of birthdays were celebrated in song 
following which Beth Broadway drew 
for the 50/50 red queen. Alas, she got 
the red king (close but no cigar), so 
Marylin took the cash. There were also 
many happy dollars, mainly in honor of 
Charlie Beach.

Vern reclaimed the podium to pres-
ent Syracuse Rotary’s highest honor to 
Charlie Beach, whose life has been one 
of hugely impressive outreach and ser-
vice to the Syracuse community where, 
among other avenues of service, he has 
been a long time SU Trustee and a 
director of numerous charitable orga-
nizations including Vera House, Elm-
crest Children’s Center and InterFaith 
Works. PP Denny presented our es-
teemed Community Service plaque to 
Charlie along with an honorarium of 
$200 which he promptly turned over to 
Beth Broadway for the benefit of Inter-
Faith Works. Charlie responded with 
great grace, giving credit to his moth-
er who set the path for him to reach 
out to help where he could. He enter-
tained us with a reading from Robert 
Frost’s wonderful poem, The Road Not 
Taken, which has been an inspiration 
to him. Summarizing his approach to 
life Charlie borrowed from Einstein’s 
famous E=mc2 formula, saying his E 
is for engagement, while m and c stand 
for mission and community. Congratu-
lations, Charlie! Well done.
Our regular program for the day you 
might say was out of this world. It fea-
tured local amateur astronomer, Dami-
an Allis, Ph.D, director and co-founder 

of CNY Observers & Observing 
(CNYO), who presented a very 
interesting and entertaining pro-
gram on the various facets of our 
solar system. His presentation 
was entitled “13.7 billion years in 
30 minutes”, and it was crammed 
full of fascinating information. In 
addition, Damian treated us to a 
piece of Mars and a Russian com-
et which were passed around for 

“It is always wise to look ahead, but difficult 
to look further than you can see.”      ~ Winston Churchill
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Upcoming Meetings
MAY 8

11:00 am 
RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Signature Music Performance 

accompanied by Dick Ford

MAY 15
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Angry Bee Acres

MAY 22
NO MEETING

MAY 29
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
High School Outstanding Senior 

Recognition Awards

JUNE 5
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Rosamond Gifford Zoo 

Ted Fox and Janet Agostini

This Week’s Birthday

CHARLES “CHARLIE” 
H. MANRO

Birthday: May 9 
Joined: August 1982
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all to see. By day Damian is a research 
professor of chemistry at SU, while 
by night, in addition to his work with 
CNYO, he is a NASA Solar System 
Ambassador and in his free time a 
drummer for several local groups.  z

MAY 8 • 11AM 
 RCS BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS MEETING


