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This Week: Onondaga Citizens League’s Study Report: 
Early Childhood and School Readiness - Thrive by Five
OCL Board Members; Sandra S. Barrett & Laurie Black to present on Friday, April 24

Program Committee

The Onondaga Citizens League (OCL) is a unique mem-
bership organization, open to all citizens, able to look at 
any issue that affects the community’s economic health and 
quality of life. OCL seeks to advance its study recommen-
dations, working with other groups toward implementation. 
OCL study reports spur community conversations and in-
fluence public policy considerations.
The 2013 study, “Thrive by Five”, explored the early child-
hood landscape in Onondaga County to assess the concerns 
and challenges, and to consider how we might more effec-
tively deploy our existing resources toward the goal that all 
children enter school ready to learn.

Over the course 
of 2013, the Study 
Committee convened 
study sessions in 
which OCL mem-
bers, representatives 
of numerous organi-
zations, and experts in 
childhood develop-
ment and early learn-
ing met to discuss the 
issues. Stakeholders 
included childcare 
providers, local non-
profits, the Onon-
daga County Health 
Department, school 

districts, educators, service agencies, university researchers, 
teachers, and other concerned community members.
In the beginning of the study, committee sessions took a 
broad, question-gathering approach, as study members 
sought to understand the needs, scope of services and pro-
grams in early childhood learning and care in Onondaga 

County. Next, meetings focused on specific areas, explored 
in panel presentations. Focus areas included:
• Local Data and Funding: 0-5 population and poverty-

census data; child care supply and need; local statistics on 
school readiness, literacy, absenteeism, graduation rates; 
public investments in child care in Onondaga County.

• Family Supports: current parenting programs and other 
family support programs; summer and after-school pro-
grams.

• Delivery System: quality and effectiveness indicators; net-
works and partnerships; priorities.

• Model Programs and Practices: summary of national re-
search findings on early childhood education and learning; 
examples of effective programs from other communities; 
examples of best practices.

In the study’s conclusion, OCL states, “The OCL Study 
Committee has faithfully and enthusiastically guided this 
year-long effort to investigate and evaluate how our com-
munity approaches the issue of school readiness. The pas-
sion and commitment of so many dedicated individuals in 
our community is inspiring. Perhaps such dedication is to 
be expected as we are talking about our children. What we 
hope to have accomplished by this study is to draw greater 
attention to the subject, to assess some of the strengths and 
weaknesses of current programs, and to make recommenda-
tions that will aid in the ongoing efforts.”  z

RYAN CLAPPER

Birthday: April 19 
Joined: March 2015

This Week’s Birthday

Name the game 
show host.
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A Recommended Internet Stop-over
TED.COM ~ Ideas Worth Spreading

President Jim

I have long been a fan of TED Talks, 
the ten to twenty-minute videos of 
thought-provoking and educational 
speakers. And now, like for everything 
else, there is an app for TED. Their mis-
sion: Spread Ideas. TED (Technology, 
Entertainment and Design) is a glob-
al community, welcoming people from 
every discipline and culture who seek a 
deeper understanding of the world. So, 
from your app store, search for TED 
and click on a topic of interest.
Better yet, browse the 11-Must-See 
TED Talks from one of the main 
splash screens. One speaker that struck 
a chord with me was Sir Ken Robinson. 
He challenges the way we’re educating 
our children and champi-
ons a radical rethink of our 
school systems, to cultivate 
creativity and acknowledge 
multiple types of intelli-
gence.
In the earliest of the three 
TED talks that feature Sir 
Ken, from 2006, 2010, and 
2013, he says, “We are ed-
ucating people out of their 
creativity...”
This made me think about 
my kids and how they are 
being subjected to educa-
tional techniques that are 
centuries old and have been 
proven to output great col-
lege professors, but not well-rounded 
and creative human beings. The kids 
that are entering first grade today will 
retire in 2075! They will be educated 
for a future that teachers, parents, and 
administrators know nothing about. 
How can they? 
Mr. Robinson says, “My contention is, 
all kids have tremendous talents. And 
we squander them, pretty ruthlessly.”

He continues, “I heard a great story 
recently -- I love telling it -- of a lit-
tle girl who was in a drawing lesson. 
She was six, and she was at the back, 
drawing, and the teacher said this girl 
hardly ever paid attention, and in this 
drawing lesson, she did. The teacher 
was fascinated. She went over to her, 
and she said, “What are you drawing?” 
And the girl said, “I’m drawing a pic-
ture of God.” And the teacher said, 
“But nobody knows what God looks 
like.” And the girl said, “They will, in 
a minute.”
The TED app’s home screen features 
the newest and most popular talks, 
including recent talks from Monica 
Lewinsky, and Bill Gates (not togeth-

er), and another that asks, “What if 3D 
printing was 100x faster?”, by Joseph 
DeSimone. There are also playlists to 
browse that feature trending and most 
viewed talks. Over 1900; “The cheap 
all-terrain wheelchair”, “How pig parts 
make the world turn”, “Authentic cre-
ativity vs. karaoke culture”, “The deadly 
genius of drug cartels”, “What’s wrong 
with our food system”... TED Talks.  z
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Upcoming 
Meetings

APRIL 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Early Childhood 

and School Readiness

Onondaga Citizens League: 
Sandra Barrett and Laurie Black

MAY 1
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Community Service Award 
Charles Beach

Program 
TBA

MAY 8
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Signature Music Performance 

accompanied by Dick Ford

MAY 15
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Angry Bee Acres

MAY 22
NO MEETING IN OBSERVANCE OF 

MEMORIAL DAY ON MAY 25

MAY 29
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
High School Outstanding Senior 

Recognition Awards
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...the presence of strong 
families that provide 

consistent and supportive 
relationships is a vital 
element in the healthy 

development of children.

~ New York State Early Childhood Plan

Utica and Auburn Rotary Clubs Turn One Hundred
The second and third oldest in D7150. Utica vs. Syracuse Baseball Game raises $300 in 1915.

uticarotary.org / auburnrotaryny.org

Four men founded Utica Ro-
tary in 1915. They where Frank 
Despard, a salesman of mill sup-
plies; George Evans, a jeweler, 
Burr Tibbitts, a stock broker, and 
Charles G. Palmer, a salesman of 
business machines.
The original effort in 1914 was 
to start a “Luncheon Club”. On 
March 15, 1915 a group orga-
nized by our foursome met to 
hear Secretary Frank Weedon of 
The Syracuse Rotary Club ex-
plain what Rotary was and how it 
functioned. One week later on March 
12, 1915, one hundred four men signed 
the original charter of the Rotary Club 
of Utica. They met at The Hotel Utica, 
Rotary’s meeting place for the next fif-
ty-seven years.
At the first meeting, Seymour Hart was 
selected as the “Temporary Chairman”, 
a position later titled “President”, which 
Mr. Hart held for three years. Under 
President Hart, Utica Rotary funded a 
much-needed dental clinic, which was 
soon adopted by the City of Utica. The 
same year $12,500 ($258,000 in 2015 
dollars) was voted for the Orthopedic 
Clinic of Utica, forerunner of our pres-
ent Children’s Hospital.
New York State and the state of New 
Jersey comprised the District in which 
Utica Rotary was included.

Additional 1915 highlights: A tele-
phone spectacular, wherein Rotarians 
heard a human voice Transmitted more 
than 3000 miles. A Utica vs. Syracuse 
Rotary baseball game garnered $300 
for the Baby Welfare Fund; and, The 
Playground Association received a 
$200 donation from the men of Rotary.
The Great War received the greatest at-
tention of Utica Rotary in the next few 
years. Utica Rotarians purchased some 
$330,000 worth of Liberty Bonds. War 
Savings Stamps and American Legion 
parades were also part of our “Win the 
War” effort.
Through 1919 Utica Rotary was instru-
mental in founding of Utica Kiwanis, 
Zonta Club, Exchange Club, and the 
Rotary Club of Rome... the first of 

13 Rotary Clubs sponsored by 
Utica. 
Under the leadership of 2014-
15 Utica Rotary President Bill 
Waszkiewicz, the club pro-
duced a great video of their gala 
centennial event, held at the 
Utica Strand Theater.  To watch 
the video, visit this link: https://
youtu.be/TYg2OLs4W-s.
The Auburn Rotary Club is the 
third oldest Rotary club in Dis-
trict 7150 (Syracuse & Utica 
are one and two). In April 1915, 
45 men became the first mem-

bers of the Auburn Club. They made 
things happen during the first month 
of the club’s existence by sponsoring 
the publication of 17,000 periodicals 
which were sent to various cities across 
the country to promote Auburn, its vir-
tues, quality of life and industry. Suffice 
to say, it was tourism promotion at its 
finest.
By 1919, the Auburn Rotary club voted 
unanimously to acquire lake-front prop-
erty on Owasco Lake to be used by the 
Boy Scouts. Named Camp Rotary, it was 
used by local scouts for more than 90 
years until recently being purchased by 
the Auburn YMCA.
Auburn Rotary has continued to focus on 
community service by establishing a foun-
dation for loaning money to high school 
graduates to attend college.  z

The Top 5 Reasons Given for Speeding in the U.S.

Sources:  U.S. Department of Transportation: National Highway Traffic Safety Association. (2011). 
Report: “2011 National Survey Of Speeding Attitudes And Behaviors.”  List Notes: Data derived from a 
NHTSA survey in which respondents were asked: “on those occasions when you speed, what do you 

think are the main reasons you drive faster than the speed limit?”  This was an open-ended question, 
i.e., choices were not offered to the respondent, and each respondent gave his/her own reasons.

I’M LATE 
(FOR ROTARY)

35%

EMERGENCY
31%

I NEVER SPEED
8%

NOT PAYING 
ATTENTION

10%

IN A HURRY
7%
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Utica Rotary’s centennial cake.
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New Member? Welcome to Rotary!
Rotary is proud to welcome you to our 
global community of more than 1.2 
million men and women dedicated to 
building a better world.
You make Rotary stronger. By adding 
your skills, experience, and enthusiasm 
to your club, you can advance commu-
nities at home and on a global scale.

Through the Rotary community, you 
can exchange ideas and build lifelong 
friendships with like-minded people. 
Take advantage of the resources and 
activities available through your club, 
district, and Rotary International to 
make your experience with Rotary both 
rewarding and fun.

Serve on a club committee where you 
can use your skills. Identify a need in 
your community and suggest a hands-
on project to your club officers. Connect 
with Rotarians in your area or sponsor 
a colleague or friend for membership. 
Suggest content for The Press!  z

Simplified Billing Process Gets Positive Reviews
The single-page invoice that club leaders received in January replaces a complex document

rotary.org

The single-page invoice that Rotary 
clubs received in January, which replac-
es a complex document they’d previ-
ously had to complete, is being cheered 
by many club officers, and our secretary, 
Ray Leach!
In the past, club secretaries had to fill 
out an eight-part semiannual report to 
calculate the amount their club owed 
Rotary International for membership 
dues, subscriptions, and outstanding 
balances. New members were written 
in, old members were crossed out, and 
many calculations were required before 
the club treasurer could pay the invoice.
“Nobody wanted to do the semiannu-
al report; it was confusing,” says Gail 
Winterstella, president of the Rotary 
Club of Spring Lake-Brielle, in New 
Jersey, USA. “Now, the invoice comes, 
it’s done, it’s right, and you just print 
it out and pay the bill. It’s much eas-
ier.” And all membership changes are 
now managed online. The club invoice 
is calculated from the number of mem-
bers in Rotary’s database as of 1 Janu-
ary and again as of 1 July.
John Neighbors, president of the Ro-
tary Club of West U (Houston), is also 
happy with the change.
“The new club invoice has simplified 
the dues-payment system by billing for 
a stated amount rather than an estimat-

ed billing subject to club adjustment, 
thus allowing club and RI records to 
be consistent,” Neighbors says. “I also 
like the detail that includes members 
by name and admission date, and keeps 
track of the additional Rotarian sub-
scriptions for our honorary members 
and special persons.”
Ann Wright, who is membership com-
mittee co-chair for District 5890 (Tex-
as), points out another benefit: current 
and accurate membership information. 
Wright says that, in the past, clubs in 
her district tended to wait to update 
their membership data until they re-
ceived the bill from RI showing a 
member total different from the num-
ber of members they knew they had. As 
a result, the district had accurate num-

bers for all of its 63 clubs only twice 
a year, two or three months after each 
billing was sent out. This made it dif-
ficult to gauge membership gains and 
losses, and therefore difficult to fine-
tune membership strategies.
“Under the new system, we find that 
clubs are more diligent in maintaining 
accurate and current numbers on Ro-
tary.org, and this is a great help to our 
governor and membership committee,” 
Wright says.
Winterstella notes that Rotary staff 
provides excellent support for those 
using Rotary.org to manage club mem-
bership data. “If you have any problems, 
you make a phone call and they tell you 
how to do it. It’s simple.”   z


