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This Week: Tiffany L. Steinwert, Dean of Hendricks Chapel
Fighting for the those in the margins of society and committed to social justice.

Program Committee

When the Reverend Tiffany Steinwert was 
a young girl, she never imagined that one 
day she would be a minister, let alone the 
sixth—and first woman—inaugurated dean 
of Hendricks Chapel. She is an ordained 
Elder in the United Methodist Church 
who has spent her career working at the in-
tersections of faith and social justice. In her 
many roles as pastor, scholar, and organizer, 
she has empowered people of all faiths and 
no faith to build relationships amidst dif-
ference, craft meaningful communities and 
create change through collective action. 
While serving as a pastor in New England 
congregations, she also worked as a teaching 
fellow at Boston University and Harvard 
Kennedy School teaching courses in theology, community 
organizing and leadership. Trained as a practical theologian, 
she is interested in how communities of faith respond to and 
interact with the pressing issues of the contemporary world. 
Steinwert holds a B.A. degree in Psychology and Women’s 
Studies from Williams College in Williamstown, MA, a 
Master of Divinity degree from Boston University School of 
Theology in Boston, MA, and a Ph.D. in Practical Theology 
from Boston University.
Among her civic interests, Steinwert serves the Syracuse 
community as a member of the Religious Roundtable of In-
terFaith Works of CNY and an advocate for Vera House.
Hendricks Chapel is a gift from Senator Francis Hendricks, 
former Syracuse mayor and long-time Syracuse University 
trustee.
Senator Hendricks made provisions for the Chapel in 1920, 
and construction began in January, 1929. Pope and Baum, a 
New York architectural firm, designed the brick and lime-
stone structure in a style that can be traced to the work of 
16th century Italian architect Palladio, and to the Roman 

Pantheon. Hendricks Chapel was complet-
ed in September, 1930, and cost $600,000. 
The original organ was donated by the Sen-
ator’s niece Miss Kathryn Hendricks at 
dedication ceremonies a month later.
Throughout the years, Hendricks Chapel 
has undergone a few changes. In 1952, the 
organ was replaced with an instrument built 
by Walter Holtkamp. In 1969, over $90,000 
was spent adding a new suite for the Dean, 
six offices, two lounges, and a kitchen to the 
Chapel’s working space. In 1980, the Rena 
Pierson Dankovich Chapel was donated, as 
well as vestments and religious articles serv-
ing the world’s major faiths. On September 
22, 1985, Hendricks Chapel was rededicat-
ed marking the completion of a five year 

restoration effort.
In 1999, a two phase renovation began which included the 
main office suite as well as the Noble Room. The Noble 
Room was equipped with new furnishings, a large screen 
projection system including internet access. A small stage 
area with lighting was created for lectures and performances. 
The room is also now equipped to display works of art.  z

Dean Tiffany Steinwert, Ph. D.

Hendricks Chapel opened its doors to the University community 
following construction (1929-30) in September of 1930. 
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Upcoming 
Meetings

APRIL 17
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Tiffany Steinwert, Ph. D. 

Dean of Hendricks Chapel

APRIL 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Early Childhood 

and School Readiness

Onondaga Citizens League: 
Sandra Barrett and Laurie Black

MAY 1
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Community Service Award 
Charles Beech

Program 
TBA

MAY 8
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Signature Music Performance 

accompanied by Dick Ford

MAY 15
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Angry Bee Acres

MAY 22
NO MEETING IN OBSERVANCE OF 

MEMORIAL DAY ON MAY 25

The Top 5 Religions in the United States

Sources:  American Religious Identity Survey

CHRISTIANITY 
225 MILLION

JUDAISM 
2.83 MILLION

BUDDHISM 
1.52 MILLION 

ISLAM 
1.55 MILLION

HINDUISM 
1.08 MILLION

Religion in the United States
wikipedia.org

Religion in the United States is characterized by a diversity of religious beliefs 
and practices. Various religious faiths have flourished, as well as perished, in 
the United States. A majority of Americans report that religion plays a “very 
important” role in their lives, a proportion unique among developed countries
The majority of Americans (73%) identify themselves as Christians and about 
20% have no religious affiliation. According to the American Religious Identi-
fication Survey (ARIS) of 2008, 76% of the American adult population iden-
tified themselves as Christians, with 51% professing attendance at a variety of 
churches that could be considered Protestant or unaffiliated, and 25% professing 
Catholic beliefs. The same survey says that other religions (including, for exam-
ple, Judaism, Buddhism, Islam, and Hinduism) collectively make up about 4% of 
the adult population, another 15% of the adult population claim no religious af-
filiation, and 5.2% said they did not know, or they refused to reply. According to 
a 2012 survey by the Pew forum, 36 percent of Americans state that they attend 
services nearly every week or more. According to the 2013 Gallup poll, Missis-
sippi with 61% of its population described as very religious (say that religion is 
important to them and attend religious services almost every week) is the most 
religious state in the country, while Vermont with only 22% as very religious is 
the least religious state.
The Southern Baptist Convention, with over 16 million adherents, is the largest 
of more than 200 distinctly named Protestant denominations. In 2007, mem-
bers of Evangelical Churches comprised 26% of the American population, while 
another 18% belonged to mainline Protestant churches, and 7% belonged to 
historically black churches.
Members of mainline Protestant denominations have played leadership roles 
in many aspects of American life, including politics, business, science, the arts, 
and education. They founded most of the country’s leading institutes of higher 
education.Mainline Protestants such as Episcopalians and Presbyterian tend to 
be considerably wealthier and better educated than most other religious groups 
in Americans.
Although some New England States continued to use tax money to fund local 
Congregational churches into the 1830s, the United States claims to have been 
the first nation to have no official state-endorsed religion.
Modeling the provisions concerning religion within the Virginia Statute for 
Religious Freedom, the framers of the Constitution rejected any religious test 
for office, and the First Amendment specifically denied the federal government 
any power to enact any law respecting either an establishment of religion or pro-
hibiting its free exercise, thus protecting any religious organization, institution, 
or denomination from government interference.  z
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San Francisco Club Reveals Formula for 
Growth and Retention of Members

rotary.org

Members of the Rotary Club of San Fran-
cisco Evening meet at a wine bar after work, 
share a social outing, and promote all their 
activities on social media like Meetup and 
Facebook. As the first evening club in the 
city, it has attracted many young profes-

sionals from Silicon Valley tech firms whose 
work schedules keep them from joining a 
more traditional club that meets for break-
fast or lunch. But more than that, the eve-
ning format has helped the club grow by 30 
percent since it received its charter in mid-
2013.

Name 
the game 

show host.

THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

see SOCIAL page 4

Polio Vaccine Celebrates 60th Anniversary

rotary.org

April 12 marked 60 years since the Salk po-
lio vaccine was declared safe, effective, and 
potent. In that time, the number of polio 
cases has dropped by 99 percent world-
wide. With just three countries remaining 
polio-endemic, we are closer than ever to 
eradicating this crippling disease.
Jonas Salk’s inactivated polio vaccine (IPV) 
has been crucial in helping us reach our goal 
of a polio-free world. Before the vaccine 
was widely available, in the United States 
alone, polio crippled more than 35,000 peo-
ple each year. By 1957 -- two years after the 
introduction of Salk’s vaccine -- cases in the 
U.S. had fallen by almost 90 percent, and by 
1979, polio had been eradicated there.
The impact on the rest of the world has 
taken longer. In 1988, when Rotary Inter-

national launched the 
Global Polio Eradica-
tion Initiative (GPEI) 
with its partners at the 
World Health Organi-
zation, UNICEF, and 
the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention, polio con-
tinued to cripple chil-
dren in 125 countries. 
Today, polio remains 
endemic in only three: 
Afghanistan, Nigeria, 
and Pakistan. And it 
has been more than 

eight months since Nigeria’s last case, mak-
ing a polio-free Africa a real possibility.
Salk’s vaccine will play an important role in 
the end-game strategy against polio when 
120 countries introduce IPV into their rou-
tine polio immunization systems this year. 
Leading that effort are the GPEI partners 
and Gavi, a global vaccine alliance, along 
with Sanofi Pasteur, the largest manufac-
turer of polio vaccine.
“As more than 120 countries in the world 
are introducing IPV, we are beginning the 
last chapter on polio eradication,” said Ol-
ivier Charmeil, Sanofi Pasteur’s chief ex-
ecutive officer. “At Sanofi Pasteur, we have 
had a long-term vision of IPV as the ulti-
mate public health tool able to finish the job 
started with Oral Polio Vaccine (OPV).” z

By Maureen Vaught, Rotary News

Dr Jonas Salk with one of the first children to receive the vaccine.

7150 Membership
CLUB ‘14 ‘15 +/-

Dewitt .............................81 ..... 90 .. +9
Fulton ..............................27 ..... 32 .. +5
Auburn ...........................51 ..... 55 .. +4
Camillus .........................25 ..... 27 .. +2
Kuyahoora Valley ........27 ..... 29 .. +2
Marcellus .......................24 ..... 26 .. +2
Moravia ..........................12 ..... 14 .. +2
Greater Utica Sun .......15 ..... 16 .. +1
Oriskany Falls ...............14 ..... 15 .. +1
Oswego Sunrise ..........13 ..... 14 .. +1
Syracuse Sunrise .........23 ..... 24 .. +1
Tully .................................29 ..... 30 .. +1
Adiron. Foothills ..........26 ..... 26 ..... 0
Aurora .............................12 ..... 12 ..... 0
Baldwinsville ................49 ..... 49 ..... 0
Camden ..........................11 ..... 11 ..... 0
Cato .................................18 ..... 18 ..... 0
E-Club .............................18 ..... 18 ..... 0
Sauquoit ........................13 ..... 13 ..... 0
Skaneateles Sun ..........15 ..... 15 ..... 0
Waterville ......................18 ..... 18 ..... 0
West Winfield ...............12 ..... 12 ..... 0
Dolgeville Rotary ........29 ..... 28 ....-1
Eastwood .......................34 ..... 33 ....-1
Fulton Sunrise ..............26 ..... 25 ....-1
Hamilton ........................34 ..... 33 ....-1
Oswego ..........................37 ..... 36 ....-1
Skaneateles ...................61 ..... 60 ....-1
Syracuse .........................53 ..... 52 ....-1
Chittenango .................43 ..... 41 ....-2
Herkimer ........................35 ..... 33 ....-2
N Utica-Whitestown ..28 ..... 26 ....-2
Sherrill ............................16 ..... 14 ....-2
Syracuse Inner City ....14 ..... 12 ....-2
Fayetteville-Manlius ..12 ........9 ....-3
Oneida ............................71 ..... 68 ....-3
Onondaga North ........11 ........8 ....-3
Canastota ......................21 ..... 17 ....-4
Little Falls .......................35 ..... 31 ....-4
New Hartford ...............32 ..... 27 ....-5
Cazenovia ......................32 ..... 26 ....-6
Rome ...............................66 ..... 59 ....-7
Utica ............................. 133 ...126 ....-7

Total: 43 Clubs 1356 1328 -28

Sorted by change in membership 
from July 2014 to July 2015.
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Danielle Lallement, who was its char-
ter president, says the club has been 
successful because it accommodates 
members’ preferences.
“The majority of our members are in 
their 30s and 40s, and their financial 
and work obligations outside the club 
are great, so we cater to their needs,” she 
says. “We are extremely flexible with 
our members, their attendance, their 
payment options, and expectations.”
For example, almost half the members 
are citizens of countries other than the 
U.S., so leaders dropped the pledge of 
allegiance at the beginning of meetings. 
In addition, members can easily sched-
ule recurring dues payments online, and 
a PayPal credit card reader is brought 
to meetings to facilitate dues payment. 
Early on, members also decided they 
wanted the last meeting of the month 
to be a social event. Members have at-
tended the San Francisco Ballet, visited 
a karaoke bar, played miniature golf, 
and worked with a golf pro to improve 
their swings.
Members are asked to attend at least 
half of all meetings but aren’t pres-
sured if they can’t, especially if life 
events like marriage, a baby’s arrival, or 
an increased workload claim more of 
their time. Club officers frequently use 
Skype or a conference line to join board 
meetings they can’t attend in person.

THE WORD VIA SOCIAL MEDIA
Lallement was a member of the Rota-
ry Club of Sparks, Nevada, before a job 
change brought her to San Francisco. 
After discovering that the city lacked 
an evening club, she hooked up with 
a core group of other former Rotary 
members and they began attending 

networking events to get the word out. 
They met at the San Francisco Food 
Bank for their first service project and 
announced it on Meetup, attracting 
several new members as a result.
“Depending on the event, we would 
have at least two new people find us,” 
she says. “Advertising on social media 
has been a big promoter for us.”
In addition to posting its activities on 
Facebook and Meetup, the club uses 
Eventbrite to promote and sell tickets 
to social events. And club members stay 
connected through Twitter and Linke-
dIn.

IMPORTANCE OF PROJECTS
Lallement, who is a registered nurse, 
also knew that service is important, be-
cause young people want to “get their 
hands dirty.” With her Nevada club, she 
had taken part in a de-worming project 
and a polio immunization trip in Gha-
na, helped to repair cleft lips in India, 
and handed out bed nets to fight ma-
laria in Zambia.

The San Francisco Evening club has 
partnered with the nonprofit Hug It 
Forward and five other Rotary clubs to 
mix and pour cement for a high school 
in Guatemala. The club was also award-
ed its first district grant last year for a 
Seed for America project that provided 
free training in computer programming 
to students in San Francisco. Other 
projects closer to home have included 
cleaning up trails and digging trench-
es at San Francisco’s Mount Sutro and 
joining with Interact club members to 
build houses for Habitat for Humanity.

Though the club was the first evening 
option in the city for Rotary members, 
it’s no longer the only one in the area. 
Its success has led to the creation of the 
Rotary Club of Rafael Evening, and 
two provisional clubs Mid-Peninsula 
Evening and San Francisco SOMA.

“The idea has really taken off,” Lalle-
ment says. “There’s no reason this can’t 
be done anywhere.”

Members of the Rotary Club of San Francisco Evening take a break during a project in 
Guatemala with Hug it Forward.

Social event worked into meeting schedule from page 3

FRIDAY, APRIL 17  •  11:00AM
SYRACUSE ROTARY FOUNDATION 

TRUSTEE MEETING - PRIOR TO CLUB MEETING

“My best friend is the one who 
brings out the best in me.”

Henry Ford


