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This Week’s Program: The City of 
Syracuse Mayor Stephanie Miner
Program Committee

Stephanie A. Miner was elected the 53rd Mayor of Syracuse in 2009. 
Since taking office, she worked to transform Syracuse into a 21st century 
city. She turned around a nearly decade-long stalled school reconstruc-
tion project which has now renovated four buildings and is looking to 
its second phase. Mayor Miner streamlined the planning and 
permitting process and witnessed nearly three quarters of a 
billion dollars in new construction begin. 
The Mayor has made fiscal reform her 
signature issue. As a former labor lawyer, 
she understands the intricacies of public 
union contracts and employee benefits. 
She has worked with leaders from across 
New York State to address the growing 
pension and healthcare crisis facing cit-
ies today. A graduate of Syracuse Univer-
sity and the University of Buffalo School of Law, she served eight years on the Syracuse Common Council and served on 
the staff of Governor Mario Cuomo. Mayor Miner will be the scheduled program at Syracuse Rotary on April 10.  z

WE MEET IN THE UPSTAIRS MEMBER’S LOUNGE THIS WEEK

52 Syracuse Mayors Since Harvey Baldwin, the First in 1848
1. Harvey Baldwin (D)  ................................1848  
2. Elias W. Leavenworth (W)  ......................1849  
3. Alfred H. Hovey (D)  ................................1850  
4. Horace Wheaton (D)  ...............................1851  
5. Jason Cooper Woodruff (D)  .....................1852  
6. Dennis McCarthy (D)  ..............................1853  
7. Allen Munroe (W)  ..................................1854  
8. Lyman Stevens (D)  .................................1855  
9. Charles Ferre Williston (D)  ............ 1856-1857  
10. William Winton (D)  ................................1858  
11. Elias W. Leavenworth (R)  ........................1859  
12. Amos Westcott (R)  .................................1860  
13. Charles Andrews (R)  ..................... 1861-1862  
14. Daniel Bookstaver (D)  ............................1863  
15. Archibald Campbell Powell (R)  ...............1864  
16. William Davenport Stewart (D)  .... 1865-1867  
17. Charles Andrews (R)  ...............................1868  
18. Charles Parsons Clark (R)  .............. 1869-1870  

19. Francis Edward Carroll (D)  ............ 1871-1872  
20. William James Wallace (R)  .....................1873  
21. Nathan Fitch Graves (D)  .........................1874  
22. George Philip Hier (R)  ............................1875  
23. John J. Crouse (R)  ...................................1876  
24. James Jerome Belden (R)  ............. 1877-1878  
25. Irving Goodwin Vann (R)  ........................1879  
26. Francis Hendricks (R)  .................... 1880-1881  
27. John Demong (D)  ...................................1882  
28. Thomas Ryan (D)  .......................... 1883-1885  
29. Willis B. Burns (R)  ........................ 1886-1887
30. William Burns Kirk III (D)  .............. 1888-1889  
31. William Cowie (R)  ........................ 1890-1891  
32. Jacob Amos (R)  ............................ 1892-1895  
33. James Kennedy McGuire (D)  ........ 1896-1901  
34. Jay Butler Kline (R) ....................... 1902-1903  
35. Alan Cutler Fobes (R)  .................... 1904-1909  
36. Edward Schoeneck (R)  ................. 1910-1913  

37. Louis Will (Progressive Party)  ....... 1914-1916  
38. Walter Robinson Stone (R)  ........... 1916-1919  
39. Harry Haile Farmer (R)  ................. 1920-1921  
40. John Henry Walrath (R)  ................ 1922-1925  
41. Charles George Hanna (R)  ............ 1926-1929  
42. Rolland Bristol Marvin (R)  ............ 1930-1941  
43. Thomas Edward Kennedy (R)  ....... 1942-1945  
44. Frank James Costello (R)  .............. 1946-1949  
45. Thomas Joseph Corcoran (D)  ........ 1950-1953  
46. Donald Howe Mead (R)  ................ 1954-1957  
47. Anthony Aloysius Henninger (R)  .. 1958-1961  
48. William Francis Walsh (R)  ............. 1962-1969  
49. Lee Alexander (D)  ........................ 1970-1985  
50. Thomas Ganley Young (D)  ............ 1986-1993
51. Roy Albert Bernardi (R)  ................ 1994-2001 
52. Matthew John Driscoll (D)  ............ 2001-2009  
53. Stephanie A. Miner (D)  ............ 2010–Present

Stephanie Miner, first female mayor of Syracuse, took office in 2010 after Matthew Driscoll.
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Former Rotary Peace Fellow Protects U.S. Diplomats
www.rotary.org

As an agent for the U.S. Diplomatic 
Security Service, Justin Peele applies 
the education he received in conflict 
resolution as a Rotary Peace Fellow to 
a job that puts him in some dicey situa-
tions – including one in 2013 in which 
his actions won him State Department 
recognition for his courage and deci-
siveness.
Peele is one of 2,000 DS agents who 
protect U.S. diplomats and embassies 
around the world. The Diplomatic Se-
curity Service, the law enforcement and 
security arm of the U.S. State Depart-
ment, is the most extensive global secu-
rity agency in the government, operat-
ing in more than 160 countries.
“This is my dream job,” says Peele, who 
was in the 2011-12 class of Rotary 
Peace Fellows at the Universidad del 
Salvador in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
“I’m in a unique position where I must 
face conflict head-on.”
This proved true when Peele served as 
the assistant regional security officer in 
Mali. It was a period when the country 
was torn by political strife and violence 
as several Islamic insurgent groups 
fought the government for greater 
autonomy in the northern part of the 
country. The crisis led factions of the 
military who were displeased with the 
government’s response to overthrow 
President Amadou Toumani Touré in 
2012. Because of the conflict, the State 
Department sent extra security to pro-
tect the U.S. Embassy in Bamako, Ma-
li’s capital.

One day in 2013, violent clashes be-
tween students and the police trapped 
an embassy worker and four Malian 
colleagues in the National Institute of 
Health offices in downtown Bamako. 

When the fighting spun out of con-
trol, embassy officials called on Peele 
to safely extract the workers.
As he and a driver navigated through 
the war-torn streets, “I could see the 
smoke and tear gas from a long dis-
tance,” recalls Peele. He now admits to 
having been a little nervous, but says 
he knew that his training would en-
able him to carry out the mission. “We 
found them, hurried them into the ve-
hicle and were able to get out of there 
safely and bring them back to the em-
bassy without harm.”
For his response that day, the State 
Department gave Peele its Meritorious 
Honor Award for “courageous, effi-
cient, and decisive action taken.”
“During a time of crisis is the best time 
to shine,” he says. “There is a lot of 
trust with my job -- to be able to look 

someone in the eye and say, ‘If you’re 
in trouble, I will be the person to come 
get you.’ “
In addition to moving diplomats safe-
ly from place-to-place, members of the 
Diplomatic Security Service work with 
host nation law enforcement represen-
tatives to investigate crimes against 
U.S. citizens, coordinate protection de-
tails with the security teams of foreign 
dignitaries, and maintain frequent con-
tact with local community members.
One of Peele’s other assignments was a 
six-month stint as part of the security 
detail for U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry, as he crisscrossed the world on 
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The Top Five Largest Cities in The United States

As of July 1, 2013, as estimated by the United States Census Bureau. Syracuse, NY ranks 177th with a 
population of 144,669 with a population density of 5,797 people per square mile. New York City has a 
poulation density five times that of Syracuse at 27,012 people per square mile.

NEW YORK 
8.40 MILLION

LOS ANGELES 
3.88 MILLION

HOUSTON 
2.19 MILLION 

CHICAGO 
2.71 MILLION

PHILADELPHIA 
1.55 MILLION

Justin Peele gets off the plane during his 
assignment protecting Secretary of State 
John Kerry during a trip to South Korea. see PEELE page 3
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Scene and Herd ~ Reboot
A Recap of the April 3 Rotary Club of Syracuse Meeting

as best recalled by President Jim

We had a busy Rotary meeting on Friday, April 3 with a 
great turnout in the upstairs Member’s Lounge at Drumlins. 
Before the introductins of several guests by our Sargeant-
at-Arms, Harry Schumm, the contingent stood and pledged 
allegiance to our stars and bars, sang with patriotic fervor 
“God Bless America”, and heard about the westbound rider 
beating the eastbound in an 1,800 mile, ten day, coast-to-
coast Pony Express relay that occured on April 3, 1860, set-
ting a new standard for speedy mail delivery.
We then welcomed the always smiling and never ironing, 
Jan Smith, wife of fellow Rotarian Doug Smith, who prefers 
hangers and light startch instead of a box. Also in the crowd 
was our District Governor, Deb Glisson, on loan from the 
Marcellus Rotary Club.
The 50/50 was put on hold this week to uphold the good 
idea of not gambling on Good Friday and we moved directly 

to having Mary Lou Thompson work the room collecting 
“Happy Dollars” from happy people, which there were many.
A pleasant occasion was next, with your president having the 
honor of inducting Ryan Clapper of St. Joe’s as a new mem-
ber of Syracuse Rotary, after pinning a 50-year Rotary wheel 
on the lapel of John Marsellus who celebrated his golden 
Rotary anniversary on March 27. Thankfully, the four-way 
test banner, which was recited during the induction ceremo-
ny, luckily made it to the Member’s Lounge from its usual 
place on the other side of the complex - thank you Bobby - 
or it would have been a moment of silence instead.
Getting our Good Friday program under way was Syracuse 
Rotarian, Rev. Robert Sherburne, who was called forward 
to introduce Rev. Dr. David (Dave) W. Polhemus, a retired 
United Methodist Minister with 21 years as an Army Chap-
lain. Dave discussed the day when Christians commemorate, 

Peele learned from Peace Fellowship
from page 2

diplomatic missions, with stops in China, Israel, Eu-
rope, and the Middle East.
“I get a front-row seat for observing U.S. foreign poli-
cy, and help represent the U.S. all over the world,” says 
Peele. “It’s a great lesson in government, diplomacy, 
and humanity.”
Although many DS agents have military or law en-
forcement backgrounds, others are lawyers, scientists, 
linguists, and yes, even peace scholars. Peele, who 
served for three years as a Peace Corps volunteer in 
Paraguay, says his experience there and as a Rotary 
Peace Fellow helped him get his foot in the door at 
the security agency.
He recalls that the State Department officials who 
interviewed him were impressed with his global edu-
cation in peace and conflict resolution. “With Rotary 
and the Peace Corps I was able to work closely with 
the local populace. I think that went a long way in 
getting this job,” he says.
“I learned a lot from my peace fellowship. The bottom 
line is that everything we do is to ease the suffering of 
others,” says Peele. “Not only are the Peace Centers a 
good example of that, but everything Rotary does is 
an example of how to reach that goal.”  z

Syracuse’s City Hall was constructed from 1889 to 1893 in the Romanesque 
Revival architectural style. The bid accepted for the construction was for 
$238,750.00 from Hughes Brothers of Syracuse. The building was placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places in 1976.

see BUSY page 4



Salt Point, a Settlement in 1780, Evolves Into Syracuse
from Wikipedia.org

The original settlement of what today is Syracuse went 
through several name changes until 1824, first being called 
Salt Point (1780), then Webster's Landing (1786), Bogardus 
Corners (1796), Milan (1809), South Salina (1812), Cossits’ 
Corners (1814), and Corinth (1817). The U.S. Postal Service 
rejected the name Corinth upon its application for a post 
office, stating there was already a post office by this name in 
New York. Because of similarities such as a salt industry and 
a neighboring village named Salina, the name Syracuse was 
chosen, after Syracuse, Sicily.
In 1825, the Village of Syracuse was officially incorporated. 
Five years later, the Erie Canal, which ran through the vil-
lage, was completed. The Village of Syracuse and the Village 
of Salina were combined into the City of Syracuse on De-
cember 14, 1847. Harvey Baldwin was the first mayor of the 
new city.
The opening of the canal caused a steep increase in the sale 
of salt, not simply because of the improved and lower cost 
of transportation, but because the canal led New York farms 
to change from wheat to pork, and curing pork required salt. 
Until 1900 the bulk of the salt used in the United States 
came from Syracuse. As salt production climbed, the pro-
cessing became increasingly mechanized, and local indus-

try became more generalized; population grew from 250 in 
1820, to over 22,000 in 1850, making it the twelfth largest 
city in the Union at that time.
The first Solvay Process Company plant in the United States, 
was erected on the southeastern shore of Onondaga lake in 
1884 and the village was given the name Solvay, to com-

memorate its inventor, 
Ernest Solvay. In 1861, 
he developed the am-
monia-soda process 
for the manufacture of 
soda ash (anhydrous 
sodium carbonate, a 
rare chemical called 
natrite, to distinguish 
it from natural na-
tron of antiquity) from 
brine wells dug in the 
southern end of Tully 
valley (as a source of 
sodium chloride) and 
limestone (as a source 
of calcium carbonate). 
The process was an 
improvement over the 
earlier Leblanc process. 
The Syracuse Solvay 
plant was the incubator 

for a large chemical industry complex owned by Allied Sig-
nal in Syracuse, the result of which made Onondaga Lake 
the most polluted in the nation.
Since the discovery of large deposits of natural sodium car-
bonate Trona in 1938, near Green River in Wyoming, the 
Solvay process became uneconomical and the Syracuse Sol-
vay Process Company plant closed permanently in 1985. 
No such plants operate now in North America. However, 
throughout the rest of the world the Solvay process remains 
the major source of soda ash.
The closing of the Onondaga Salt Springs Reservation in 
the early 1900s and the end to mining brine in the south-
ern part of the Tully valley in the late 1900s closed the final 
chapter of salt mining in the Syracuse region, but groundwa-
ter flowing along the southeastern shore of Onondaga lake 
in Syracuse still allows salty water from a thousand feet be-
low the southern Tully valley to flow by gravity feeding salt 
springs around the lake where the Salina shale contains no 
halite (rock salt) beds.  z
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as early as 300AD, the crucifixtion of Jesus and the sacri-
fices and suffering of his life.
For the second half of our double-header program, Ryan 
Clapper, the newest member of the Club, was again in-
troduced by Program Committe co-chair, Doug Smith. 
Mr. Clapper, who was sponsored by Marylin Galimi, 
gave us some personal background that included how 
he couldn’t say no to Marylin when she suggested that 
he join the Syracuse Club and his epiphany moment in 
Tanzanzia that kicked off his service-above-self. He in-
troduced Nicole DiDomenico, a past-president of the 
Northfield, VT Rotary Club and a founder of “Upendo 
Mmoja”, which was officially started in March of 2012. 
The organization formed out of two existing groups in 
Pommerin, Tanzania: The Upendo Women’s Group and 
the Upendo Men’s Carpentry Group. The groups joined 
together under this umbrella to try and improve the lives 
of the 4000 residents in the rural village.
We are looking forward to next week’s visit of Syracuse 
Mayor, Stephanie Miner, in the same place - The upstairs 
Member’s Lounge. See you all Friday!  z

Busy meeting last week
from page 3

FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 11:00AM 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Census Pop. %+/-
1850 . . . . . 22,271 . . . . . . . . . . . .
1860 . . . . . 28,119 . . . . +26.3%
1870 . . . . . 43,051 . . . . +53.1%
1880 . . . . . 51,792 . . . . +20.3%
1890 . . . . . 88,143 . . . . +70.2%
1900 . . . . 108,374 . . . . +23.0%
1910 . . . . 137,249 . . . . +26.6%
1920 . . . . 171,717 . . . . +25.1%
1930 . . . . 209,326 . . . . +21.9%
1940 . . . . 205,967 . . . . . +1.6%
1950 . . . . 220,583 . . . . . +7.1%
1960 . . . . 216,038 . . . . . . -2.1%
1970 . . . . 197,208 . . . . . . -8.7%
1980 . . . . 170,105 . . . . . -13.7%
1990 . . . . 163,860 . . . . . . -3.7%
2000 . . . . 147,306 . . . . . -10.1%
2010 . . . . 145,170 . . . . . −1.5% 

HISTORICAL POPULATION
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