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A Busy Meeting This Week and a Double-Header Program
Good Friday Observance
Program committee

Good Friday occurs two days before Eas-
ter Sunday in the United States. It is the day 
when Christians commemorate Jesus Christ’s 
crucifixion, which plays an important part in 
the Christian faith as it represents the sacri-
fices and suffering in Jesus’ life. The crucifixion 
was the culmination of a number of events in 
Holy Week, including: the triumphal return of 
Jesus to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday; the wash-
ing of the disciples’ feet by Jesus; and the Last 
Supper on Maundy Thursday. 
It is not a federal holiday in the United States, 
although it is a state holiday in some states. 
Some Christians may attend special church 
services or prayer vigils. Good Friday is a day 
of mourning and quiet prayer for many Chris-
tians. The candles are often extinguished and 
statues, paintings and crosses may be draped 
in black, purple or gray cloth. Some Catholics 
treat Good Friday as a day of fasting, while 
others observe a partial fast involving the ex-
clusion of meat.
On Good Friday, Syracuse Rotarians and visi-
tors will have the opportunity to hear Rev. Dr. 
David W. Polhemus, a retired United Method-
ist Minister with 21 years as an Army Chap-
lain. Dr. Polhemus was also a Pastoral Coun-
selor for 11 years and then served as a pastor 
in two churches in New Hampshire until he 
retired in 1995.  He now lives in Fayetteville 
with his wife Gwenneth.  z

“Upendo Mmoja” in Tanzania
Ryan Clapper & Nicole DiDomenico

Program committee

In Eastern Africa, bordering the 
Indian Ocean, there is a country 
called Tanzania, and in Tanzania 
is a small village of 4000 residents 
called Pommerin.  South-centrally 
located, within the Kilolo District 
outside of Iringa, it is a very rural 
community with limited transpor-
tation.  There is little clean running 
water, electricity is widely unavail-
able, and there is limited access for 
youth to secondary school. 
Major health issues include HIV/
AIDS, malaria, malnutrition, up-
per respiratory infection, diarrhea, 
alcoholism, diabetes, and yellow 
fever.
Upendo Mmoja was officially 
founded in March of 2012. The 
organization formed out of two 
existing groups in Pommerin, 
Tanzania: The Upendo Women’s 
Group and the Upendo Men’s 
Carpentry Group. The groups 
joined together under this um-
brella to try and improve their 
community and their lives, while 
the American membership acts 
as a board for sponsorship and 
support. Appropriately, “Upendo” 
means Love in Kiswahili and “Up-
endo Mmoja” means One Love.  
The name signifies and celebrates 
the new cooperative group and its 
collaboration going forward.

Pommerin is a remote and impov-
erished village in central Tanzania.  
Schooling is expensive and there 
are even orphaned children who 
have  little hope of achieving a sta-
ble living status.  This creates ques-
tions of sustainability and ability 
to improve the quality of life in 
Pommerin. The newly formed 
Upendo Mmoja had an idea of 
using their own existing skills and 
knowledge to educate the youth 
in their village. The vision includes 
building and running a residential 
and vocational learning center for 
children.  The center will include 
living quarters, a multipurpose 
space with a donated computer 
lab, a carpentry workshop and a 
barn for raising animals and mak-
ing crafts to sell on market days.  
Passing the knowledge they have 
on to children who otherwise 
would have no education will im-
prove the lives of those children 
as well as the prosperity of their 
village.
Ryan Clapper, RN, is an employ-
ee of St. Joseph’s Hospital Health 
Center where he works as Director 
of Acute Applications and Clini-
cal Transformation. In this role, he 
oversees the continued integration 
of technology into clinical policy 
and practice, with a focus on in-
formatics associated with the cur-
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GEORGE “BUTCH” 
DE ANGELO

Birthday: April 3 
Joined: Dec. 9, 1988 
Accounting

This Week’s Birthday

Club Meetings
APRIL 3, 2015

APRIL 3
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Double-Header

Good Friday Program 
Rev. Dr. David W. Polhemus

Ryan Clapper & Nicole DiDomenico: 
“Upendo Mmoja” in Tanzania

New Member Induction

HAPPY EASTER

APRIL 10
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Mayor of the City of Syracuse 

Stephanie Miner

BRING A GUEST OR 
PERSPECTIVE MEMBER

APRIL 17
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Tiffany Steinwert

APRIL 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Early Childhood 

and School Readiness

Onondaga Citizens League 
Sandra Barrett and Laurie Black

The Top Five Most Visited African Cities 2012

“Overnight visitor” in each of the destination cities is defined as international arrivals that actually stayed 
in the destination city for at least one night. A visitor is defined as a person who is travelling on a non-
stop direct flight to their destination and is not a resident of the destination country.

 JOHANNESBURG  
2,544,013

LAGOS, NIGERIA 
2,164,813

TUNIS, TUNISIA 
1,740,858 

CAIRO, EGYPT 
2,078,962

 CASABLANCA  
966,619
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rent electronic health record 
(EHR) implementation.
Ryan, who will be induct-
ed as a member of Syra-
cuse Rotary on Friday,  has 
worked for St. Joseph’s for 
15 years, serving first as a 
student nursing assistant, 
and then as a register nurse/
charge nurse, coordinator, 
and manager.  In 2011, he served as 
interim director of medical-surgical 
services before being appointed to his 
current position involving informatics.
A resident of the City of Syracuse, 
Ryan attended St. Joseph’s School of 
Nursing and also obtained a Bache-
lor of Science in Nursing from Keuka 
College.  In 2013 he obtained Master 
of Business Administration in Health-
care from American Sentinel Univer-
sity in Colorado.  Ryan is a Lean Six 
Sigma Green Belt and works with the 
service group Upendo Mmoja to spon-
sor a community development project 
in Tanzania, Africa.  He also worked 
on a service project organizing fund-
raising activities and completing bad-
ly needed renovations and wheelchair 
accessibility for a local family that had 
experienced several tragedies.  In his 
free time, Ryan enjoys writing music, 
restoring his historic home, and read-
ing articles on science and philosophy.
Nicole DiDomenico, Norwich Univer-
sity’s Director of Civic Engagement, 
Service-Learning and Campus-Com-
munity Partnerships, has organized 
and led dozens of domestic and inter-
national service trips for students that 
have allowed her to travel to and serve 

within the US, the Cook Is-
lands, Tanzania, Viet Nam, 
Thailand, Haiti, Nicaragua 
and the Philippines. Nicole 
began working for Norwich 
University in June 2002 af-
ter receiving her Masters 
in Teaching with focus in 
Service-Learning from 
Plattsburgh State Universi-
ty of New York and is slat-

ed to complete her Masters in Public 
Administration in August 2015 from 
Norwich University. 
An active Rotari-
an since 2002, Ni-
cole is a past-pres-
ident and current 
secretary of her 
club in Northfield, 
Vermont, and is 
the former chair 
of her District 
7850 Youth Ex-
change program. 
She also helped 
to begin the Nor-
wich University 
Rotaract Club in 2004, and both an 
Interact Club at her local high school 
as well as an Early Act Club at her lo-
cal elementary school – the first of its 
kind in New England.  Nicole is also 
the Executive Director of the service 
cooperative Upendo Mmoja, focused 
on the community development of 
a rural village in Tanzania, Africa.  A 
nonprofit management and commu-
nity development consultant, Nicole 
enjoys gardening, homesteading, and 
spending time with her family with 
whom she lives in Berlin, Vermont.  z

Ryan Clapper will also be RCS Newest Member from page 1

Ryan Clapper.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Scene and Herd ~ Reboot
A Recap of the March 27 Rotary Club of Syracuse Meeting

Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Everyone was very appreciative of Mr. Riley’s commitment to 
The Hotel Syracuse and to bringing back its original charm. 
Many of the member were reminiscing on the days of “Ho-
tel Syracuse”. Everything from business events and proms 
to 1970’s Syracuse Rotary Club meetings. John Marsellus 
remembered his induction to Syracuse Rotary at the Hotel.
Mr. Riley described each area of the Hotel in great detail. 
Some examples include restoration of the original front desk, 
creation of a five star steakhouse in 
the former boiler room, relocation of 
the main entrance back to its original 
place on Onondaga St., a café area by 
noneother than Starbucks with out-
door sitting. He even showed us what 
the guest rooms will look like. For ex-
ample, two original single rooms will 
be transformed into larger rooms with 
either one king size bed or two double 
beds and a pull-out couch. The design 
of the rooms will be more contem-
porary while the common areas will 

remain true to the original 1920’s design of the hotel. The 
hope is that this approach will meet today’s standards for 
hospitality while maintaining its value as a historic gem. Mr. 
Riley also shared with us that a national/international brand 
name in hospitality will manage the hotel and this will be a 
public announcement in the near future. The grand opening 
is schedule for St. Patrick’s day 2016.
In addition, Jeremy Thurston, President of Hayner Hoyt, 
the construction company for the project, was my guest and 
helped answer construction related questions that the group 

had. He also explained that the Hotel 
Tower that was built in the 80’s is current-
ly owned by Hayner Hoyt and is in the 
middle of negotiations so it can soon go 
through the same transformation. 
Overall, we all felt very fortunate to have 
Mr. Riley pay a visit to Syracuse Rotary. 
His years of experience, great qualifica-
tions, and commitment to bringing this 
landmark back to its former glory and the 
community is truly admirable.  Thank you, 
Mr. Riley.  z

Grant Recipient Thank You’s
Another couple of letters have arrived from The Girls Scouts 
and The YMCA thanking our Foundation for the grants their 
organizations received in February.

Thank you, Marylin, for standing in 
for me last week.

President Jim

Ed Riley, who was taller in person, stuck 
around for a while after his presentation to 
talk in more detail about Hotel Syracuse.

Easter Sunday
According to Wikipedia (so it must be true), Easter is 
a festival and holiday celebrating the resurrection of Je-
sus Christ from the dead, described in the New Testa-
ment as having occurred three days after his crucifixion 
by Romans at Calvary c. 30 AD. It is the culmination 
of the Passion of Christ, preceded by Lent, a forty-day 
period of fasting, prayer, and penance.
The week before Easter is called Holy Week, and it 
contains the days of the Easter Triduum, including 
Maundy Thursday, commemorating the Last Supper 
and its preceding foot washing, as well as Good Friday, 
commemorating the crucifixion and death of Jesus.
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