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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot
A Re-cap of the February 27 Rotary Club Meeting
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

For a change it was a beautiful day 
outside, though still cold. We gathered 
early today to accommodate our guests’ 
worship commitment, but it was none-
theless an excellent turnout to listen to 
Magda Bayoumi and Mohamed Khat-
er talk about their Muslim founded but 
interfaith in operation free health care 
clinic called Rahma.

But first the preliminaries. We pledged, 
sang (America), heard Vern invocate 
powerfully (impressively, Mohamed 
asked for a copy), listened to Brad pitch 
Rotary attendance at the next Sympho-
ria concert on Friday March 13 featur-
ing (naturally enough) Celtic music 
and appreciated Prez Jim’s brief primer 
on Black History Month which con-
cludes as February turns into March.

PP Denny introduced our speakers, his 
good friends Magda Bayoumi and her 
husband, Mohamed Khater who shared 
their story of having a dream which fi-
nally, after an arduous path, emerged 
into New York’s first fully accredit-
ed free health care clinic, completely 
staffed by volunteer medical profes-
sionals and serving a diverse, multi-
faith population. First opened in 2012 
and located at 3100 South Salina Street 
on Syracuse’s south side, the Rah-
ma (meaning mercy) Clinic, although 

This Week’s Program: Greg Baldwin of VolunteerMatch
Everyone Should Have an Opportunity to Make a Difference

Program Committee

8,999,228 VOLUNTEERS CONNECT-
ED SINCE 1998. That is the message on 
the VolunteerMatch.org website. If you nar-
row the humungous list of 94,165 volunteer 
opportunities that are available on the orga-
nizations clearinghouse of do-gooders-do-
ing-good to a radius around our fair city of 
Syracuse, you’ll see a result of 113 not-for-
profits. That list includes 42 youth causes, 66 
community organizations, 16 disaster relief 
agencies, 25 educational and literacy organi-
zations, 28 in the health field, and 16 senior 
assistance groups.
VolunteerMatch is the web’s largest volunteer 
engagement network serving over 99,000 nonprofits, more 
than 150 enterprise clients, and a quarter of a million in-
terested volunteers -- per week! Since 1998 the Volunteer-
Match network has helped the nonprofit sector engage more 
that $5.4 billion worth of volunteer services including many 
organizations right here in Syracuse. The website challenges 

you to “find a cause that lights you up and 
get in touch with a nonprofit that needs you.” 
Friday’s program will take an inside look at 
volunteering with Greg Baldwin, President 
of VolunteerMatch.org, and Fayetteville, NY 
native who got his start as a volunteer with 
the Syracuse Rotary Club at Camp Goodwill 
in the 70’s.  
It is also worth mentioning that our geust 
will not be on-site, in front of our member-
ship for his presentation. No, he won't even 
be in the same zip code. As a matter of fact, 
it will be three hours earlier when Greg’s 
likeness is digitally broadcast onto our large 

screen in the Member's Lounge at Drumlins. 
In a first-ever coast-to-coast Syracuse Rotary 

program, Greg, who is PP Denny Baldwin's offspring, will 
be calling us for a video conference via Google Hangouts 
from the comfort of his office in San Francisco, CA! At some 
point in time, this was a great idea... We will all see. 
Even with the inevitable technical difficulties, it promises to 
be an enlightening talk.  z

see ROTARY page 2

THE CLUB WILL MEET IN THE MEMBER’S LOUNGE ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF DRUMLINS’ CLUBHOUSE

Greg Baldwin, President of 
VolunteerMatch.org.
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Club Meetings
MARCH 6, 2015

MARCH 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program  
“All You Ever Wanted to Know 

About Volunteering” 
via GOOGLE HANGOUT from CA 
Greg Baldwin of VolunteerMatch

MARCH 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Matthew Hall, DDS

MARCH 20
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
TBA

Name the game 
show host.

The Top 5 Countries that Produce the Most Automobiles in the World ~ 2013

Sources:  The International Organization of Motor Vehicle Manufacturers. (2014)

CHINA 

22,116,825
UNITED STATES  

11,045,902
GERMANY 

5,718,222
JAPAN 

9,630,070 
SOUTH KOREA 

4,521,429
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founded by a group of Muslim Ameri-
cans, led by Magda and Mohamed, has 
developed into a model interfaith effort 
largely serving a middle class population 
who are either uninsured or under in-
sured. According to Dr. Mustafa Away-
da, one of the clinic’s founders and its 
current volunteer medical director, “The 
Muslim religion places a strong empha-
sis on giving back to the community’s 
less fortunate,” and that belief was the 
catalyst behind starting the clinic. For 
more information on the Rahma Clinic, 
and/or to make a donation, check out its 
website at www.rahmahealthclinic.com.
Following the program Prez Jim brought 
us back to the business of the 50/50 
drawing ( John Bertram missed the red 
queen so Jim Glad took home the $5) 
and Happy Dollars (PP Dan was hap-
py to see Bob Laubach back at the Club, 
PP Jim Glad was happy that wife Sally 
successfully navigated into her 60’s a few 
weeks ago, PP Pete Seiffert was ecstat-

ic that he hasn’t had to use his snow 
blower in 2 days,  PP Vern just had to 
tell us that he’ll be enjoying Rotary 
(and some balmy breezes he hopes) 
in Myrtle Beach for the next month 
and Mary Lou was overjoyed at hav-
ing found her keys in a snow bank, 
thanks to her Rotary key fob….).
So that was the day that was. Tune in 
again next Friday when with any luck 
Syracuse Rotary will attempt to enter 
the high tech era utilizing a live video 
stream from San Francisco featuring 
PP Denny’s son, Greg, who is going 
to talk to us about the state of vol-
unteering from his vantage point as 
President/CEO of VolunteerMatch, 
an inovative not for profit web based 
company that uses a massive data 
base to match prospective volun-
teers with volunteer opportunities 
throughout  the country.
See you all on Friday!  z

Google Doodle Celebrates the Creator of Instant Ramen
www.google.com

Google is celebrating the 105th birthday of the man behind 
instant ramen, Momofuku Ando, with a dedicated doodle. 
The Taiwanese-Japanese entrepreneur was first inspired to 
develop instant ramen when he realized one of the most 
pressing issues facing post-WWII Japan was hunger, after 
watching people queue for hours for a bowl of ramen.

Ando, who once said that “people can only be content when 
there is enough food,” was determined to help end the hun-
ger in Japan and spent months developing a fast and cheap 
method for creating palatable instant ramen. 
In 1957 Ando discovered that by flash-frying ramen noo-
dles in tempura oil, tiny holes would appear in the noodles, 
causing them to cook almost instantly once they are covered 
with hot water. 
Ando continued to develop his discovery and in 1971 cre-
ated Cup Noodles, before eventually inventing “Space Ram” 
– instant noodles to be eaten in space – when in his nineties. 
The Doodle appears on Google’s homepage across the US, 
Latin America, parts of Europe and Africa, Australia and 
Japan. 

Google Doodle depicting Momofuku Ando


