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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot
A Re-cap of the February 13 Rotary Club Meeting.
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

What a winter! 3 above today and 
going lower. But an informative talk 
about good wine and food warmed us 
up. Don Cazentre, food and beverage 
writer for the Syracuse Media Group 
(think Syracuse.com), was our program 
guest today, and among other things 
brought us the good news that our Fin-
ger Lakes wineries are coming up in 
the world of fine wines. More later.

Our other honored guest was Chad 
Norton, who was presented with the 
Club’s Community Service Award for 
his amazing work at Webster Pond. Just 
28 years old, Chad is wheel chair bound 
with cerebral palsy, but his energy and 
devotion to the good use and mainte-
nance of Webster Pond is awe inspiring. 
Chad’s Dad and step mother joined us 
for the award ceremony ably conduct-
ed by PP Brad Strait. Kudos to Brad, 
Marylin Galimi and Charlie Manro for 

reviving our long standing tradition of 
Community Service Awards. And stay 
tuned for more to come.
Before all that Prez Jim led us through 
the preliminaries including a rousing 
God Bless America (led of course by 
PP Brad) and the invocation—thanks 
to those who bring out the best in us-- 
given by Rev. Vern. We greeted our 
guests—the adorable Cassidy Mor-
row, daughter of the Prez and grand 
daughter of PP Dan, and Ryan Clap-
per from St. Joes Hospital, introduced 
by Marylin Galimi as a prospective 

This Week’s Program: The South Side’s Rahma Clinic
Mohamed Khater & Magda Bayoumi: Addressing the health and wellbeing of the underserved and indigent.  

Program Committee

NOTE: This week’s Rotary luncheon will begin at 11:45 to 
accomodate our speaker’s tight schedule. Please arrive early!
The Rahma Health Clinic is a multi-faith clinic that pro-
vides free health care to the uninsured and the under-insured 
population of Central New York. It was established in 2012 
as the first fully-accredited New York State free health clinic. 
Patients are seen on Saturdays by an all-volunteer staff that 
receive great reviews from their patients. 
The clinic was approved as one of the first free clinics un-
der the NYS Health Care Practitioner Volunteer Program 
as authorized by Article 28 of the Public Health Law.  Dr. 
Mustafa Awayda, the clinic’s volunteer medical director, and 
others formed the Muslim American Care and Compassion 
Alliance which then acquired a 2,300 sq.ft. medical office 
building at 3100 South Salina Street in Syracuse.
Rahma is not a walk-in clinic like Syracuse’s two other free 
health clinics, Amaus Health Services in downtown Syra-
cuse and the Poverello Health Center on the North Side. 
Patients must call to make appointments. Even though the 
clinic is operated entirely by volunteers and funded by dona-

tions, it must comply with the same regulations that apply 
to hospitals and other major health facilities. The clinic has 
four doctors, two nurse practitioners, a social worker and an 
administrator who are all volunteers
Our speakers on Friday will be Mohamed Khater, who is 
president of the Islamic Society of Central New York and 
serves as chair of the clinic’s board, and his wife, Magda Bay-
oumi. Both Mohamed and Magda are from Egypt.
While most of the Muslim-Americans who originally start-
ed the clinic are members of the Islamic Society, the clinic in 
not a religious organization and is separate from the Islamic 
Society. The clinic is open to everyone and seeks volunteers 
of all faiths.  z

see FINGERLAKES page 2

Rahma Health Clinic on Syracuse’s South Side
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Club Meetings
FEBRUARY 27, 2015

FEBRUARY 27
11:45 am 

RCS Club Meeting

Program (starting at 12:15) 
Magda Bayoum & Mohamed Khater, 

Rahma Interfaith Health Clinic

MARCH 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program  
“All You Ever Wanted to Know 

About Volunteering” 
via SKYPE from CA 

Greg Baldwin, 
VolunteerMatch

MARCH 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

MARCH 20
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

from page 1Fingerlakes home to over 300 wineries
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member. PP Denny was serenaded on 
the occasion of his recurring 49th birth-
day, following which Brad pitched us on 
attending an upcoming Celtic (music 
as opposed to basketball…) Symphoria 
concert in early March. In line with the 
Celtic concert our resident Irishman, 
Tom O’Shea, handled the 50/50 duties 
with aplomb, handing out $5 to Alex 
(who didn’t want to take a chance on the 
red queen) and zip to Dr. Al who choose 
to draw but alas left the RQ on the ta-
ble. On the happy dollars, PP Dan was 
happy to have his grand daughter with 
him, Alex happily remembered an amus-
ing incident when he paid a visit to an 
Australian Rotary Club many years ago, 
and Marylin was happy to have honoree 
Chad here with his parents, along with 
her colleague Ryan.
Doug Smith introduced Don Cazentre 
who filled us in on what’s going on in 
the area wine industry, much of which 
is good as not too long ago the Wine 
Spectator, the wine enthusiasts’ bible, 
finally deigned to recognize the Fin-

ger Lakes area as having a number 
of world class wineries. The appar-
ent key to that recognition was Dr. 
Konstantin Frank who was the first 
to bring the classic European grapes 
(e.g., the vinifera Pinot Noir, Ries-
ling and Chardonnay) to the Finger 
Lakes. Presently there are over 300 
wineries in the area, many of which 
are recognized world wide. And inno-
vation continues as reflected recently  
in the grape hybrid Aromella which 
produces white wine reminiscent of 
Moscato, though not so sweet. An-
other innovation involves the Saper-
avi grape which produces a great new 
red wine, historically a problem for 
Finger Lakes grape growers. On be-
ing pressed Don confessed that his 
favorite stretch in the Finger Lakes is 
on Rt. 414 along Seneca Lake south-
ward to Watkins Glen. So fellow Ro-
tarians when the spring breezes final-
ly come, plan to hop in your cars and 
treat yourselves to some great wine 
tasting right here in Central New 
York.  z

Thank You Letters Arrive in Mailbox!
Our grant recipients express their thanks in a traditional way.
A message from the President

Over the course of the last couple of 
weeks, our Club and Foundation have 
received letters of thanks from many of 
the organizations that received grants 
this year. As president, it is a pleasure to 
open and read this type of correspon-
dence, not only because of the senti-
ment included within the messages, 
but because of the form in which they 
were sent. A letter in an envelope with 
an address, stamp and return address is 
a dying format for business communi-
cation, quickly being replaced with the 
brevity of email and other electronic 
communication. So, it is refreshing to 
receive this type of acknowledgement 

on letterhead, signed by the author, and 
mailed with a 49 cent stamp.
Now, none of these letters were 
hand-written with the flight feather of 
a large bird on parchment and sealed 
with wax, but at least the senders did 
go to the trouble to locate a sheet of 
letterhead, load it in the printer, click 
the green button, sign the bottom, fold 
it in thirds, find a #10 envelope, load it 
in the printer, click the green button, 
stuff it with the letter, stick a stamp on 
it, and drop it in a mail box. No wonder 
this newsletter is emailed to you.
So, it is nice to receive this type of cor-
respondence, but once you have read it 
what do you do with it? Others need 

to see it. But, there is no Foward-but-
ton on a letter in an envelope so others 
can read it. Now I have to create a fold-
er in a file cabinet drawer and put the 
letters in there (read: place in a pile on 
my desk to take care of later) and write 
about the letters in The Press. Denny 
received a letter in an envelope from a 
grant recipient and what did he do? He 
scanned and emailed it to me! What 
did he do with his letter and envelope? 
Somehow, I think it will wind up on 
my desk in a pile to be filed. I’ll let you 
know.
Anyway, we have seen letters from 
grateful people at The MOST, Liter-
acy CNY, The Girl Scouts, Cathedral 
Academy, Symphor!a, and others while 
beautiful hand-made thank you notes 
were sent by the first graders at LeM-
oyne Elementary. See you Friday!  z


