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A Message From The President
James Morrow, RCS President

With our Central New York 
weather threatening to put a 
damper on the attendance,we 
wound up with a pretty decent 
turnout last Friday at The Land-
mark. All in, we had close to 80 
people fight the frigid wind-
chill and towering snowbanks 
to celebrate the seventeen grant 
recipients of this year’s annual 
Foundation Grant Awards. Of 
the 33 special guests that were 
invited directly by the P&C 

Committee and yours truly, 
only two were unaccounted for. 
Our lunch buffet, catered by 
Dominick’s Restaurant, was 
enjoyed by everyone before the 
business at hand began. After 
patriotically singing and at-
tending to other regular Rotary 
stuff, a familiar face was recog-
nized from the podium – 40-
year Syracuse Rotarian, Fred 
Marty, was welcomed back after 
an extended absence from our 
regular Friday meetings. Fred 

This Week: PLAY BALL! Chiefs’ General Manager Jason Smorol
Plans for the 2015 season and keeping the Chiefs a viable entertainment option in Syracuse

Program committee

This past spring, Matt Michael of The 
Syracuse New Times coined Jason 
Smorol as; “A Syracuse guy running a 
Syracuse team for Syracuse fans.”  In 

that interview he was asked what were 
the top three challenges he faced as the 
new general manager. Jason answered: 
No. 1, changing the culture on what our 
mission is, what we want to do, how we 

want to get there, and who 
we want to be. No. 2, build-
ing a foundation for the 
future. And No. 3, re-en-
gaging with the community, 
with the fans.
Tex Simone, who has been 
credited with saving base-
ball in Syracuse, resigned 
as Executive Vice President 
and CEO of The Syracuse 
Chiefs after more than 50 
years with the team. John 
Simone, Tex’s son and the 

Chiefs’ GM, was fired by the board a 
few weeks later.
Smorol, who grew up in North Syra-
cuse and lives in Liverpool, inherited a 
franchise with a history of poor teams 
(no playoff appearances since 1998), 
dwindling attendance (an NBT Bank 
Stadium low of 345,047 in 2013), and 
a fiscal report that showed a stunning 
loss of nearly $1 million in 2013.
On Friday, Jason will be our guest 
speaker and he will fill us in on the re-
sults from his first year as the general 
manager and his plans for the 2015 
season. In his second year in charge, 
Smorol plans to continue the team’s 
promise of affordable family fun and an 
exciting ballpark experience win or lose, 
keeping the Chiefs as one of Syracuse’s 
premier entertainment options.  z

see THANK page 2

RCS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

11:00 AM • FEBRUARY 13

This Week’s Birthdays
JOHN D. MARSELLUS

Birthday: February 12 
Joined RCS: March 12, 1965 
Senior Active, Casket Manufacturing

JAMES (JIM) N. LUTZ

Birthday: February 12 
Joined RCS: May 1, 1970 
Law, Court Administration

Jason Smoral, General Manager of The Syracuse Chiefs
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Scene & Herd ~ Reboot
A Re-cap of Last Week’s Special Club Meeting

Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

Syracuse Rotary at the Landmark The-
ater--looked pretty good up in lights 
on the South Salina Street marquis. In-
side was equally good as Syracuse Ro-
tarians and over 30 guests from our 17 

grant agencies gathered for our annual 
gala grants ceremony in the beauti-
fully restored mezzanine lobby of the 
Landmark, thanks to our host, Land-
mark ED and Syracuse Rotarian, Tom 
Kazmierczak. As cold as it was outside, 
it was warm and congenial inside as 
execs from our 17 grant agencies were 
warmly greeted and then encouraged 
to mingle with other execs and Syr-
acuse Rotarians prior to a delicious 
lunch catered by Dominick’s Restau-
rant while fellow Rotarian, Dick Ford, 
entertained at his trusty keyboard.
Prez Jim opened the meeting with 
the traditional pledge, a patriotic song 
(God Bless America ably led by PP 
Dan Morrow in Brad’s absence), Vern’s 
always eloquent invocation and some 
introductory remarks about Syracuse 
Rotary including the Four Way Test 
which Jim conveniently arranged to put 
up on the big screen for all of us to re-
cite. P&C Chair/PP, Denny, joined Jim 
in extending a warm welcome to the 
representatives of the 17 grant agencies, 
thanked them for their wonderful ser-
vice to the community and shared a few 
remarks about the grants process and 
the success of this year’s P&C cam-
paign. Prez Jim then proceeded to em-
cee the grant presentations beautifully, 
asking each representative to come for-
ward to receive his/her agency’s grant 

check and Rotary’s congratulations, 
take a bow and have their photo taken, 
complete with a computer generated 
presentation for each agency featuring 
a nifty parting curtain to announce 
each grant. In addition, thanks to Prez 
Jim, we had on hand for everyone an el-
egant program and a copy of this week’s 
special edition of the Press.
It was truly a “don’t miss” meeting. So 
for those of you who weren’t able to at-
tend, please mark your respective cal-

Club Meetings
FEBRUARY 13, 2015

FEBRUARY 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Jason Smorol, 

Syracuse Chiefs

FEBRUARY 20
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Don Cazentre, 
Wine Expert

FEBRUARY 27
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program (starting at 12:15) 
Magda Bayoum & Mohamed Khater, 

Rahma Interfaith Health Clinic

MARCH 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program  
“All You Ever Wanted to Know 

About Volunteering”

Skyped in from CA 
Greg Baldwin, 

VolunteerMatch

says to look for him at more of our Ro-
tary luncheons in the future.
Thank you Syracuse Rotarians for your 
continued support. Thank you P&C 
Committee for your efforts in iden-
tifying this year’s recipients and tying 
them to our club’s 2014-15 “Light 
the Way for Youth” theme. The club’s 
Foundation trustees also deserve high 
appreciation for their unanimous vot-

ing to fund all of the grant recommen-
dations brought before them. On be-
half of the Club, I would like to express 
a tremendous amount of thanks to The 
Landmark Theatre’s staff; Executive 
Director, Tom Kazmierczak, SALT 
President, Jim Albanese and Special 
Events Manager, Danielle Bianco, for 
accommodating us with an outstand-
ing venue.  z

from page 1Thank You Syracuse Rotarians

continued on  page 3
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SERVICE ABOVE SELF

endars now for February, 2016, for our 
third annual grants ceremony. Thanks 
to all involved, including Prez Jim, his 
wife, Millisa, his Dad, Dan, SRF Presi-
dent, Pete Seiffert, SRF Treasurer, John 

Lewien, the entire P&C Commit-
tee, our “Rotary Greeters”, Tom Ka-
zmierczak, the inimitable Dick Ford, 
photographer Chuck Wainwright, 
Dominick’s Restaurant  and everyone 

else who helped make this special event 
one of the highlights of our Syracuse 
Rotary year.  z

from page 2
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