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This Week: Syracuse Rotary’s Annual Community Grant Presentation
Seventeen Community and International Organizations Will Share $35,000 in Grant Awards

P&C Committee

Join us this Friday noon, February 6 at 
The Syracuse Area Landmark Theatre 
(SALT) for a gala celebration and re-
ception with our 2014-15 community 
grant recipients. Continuing Syracuse 
Rotary’s long tradition of service above 
self, our grants this year range from 
$1000 to $6000 to a variety of local 
not for profit agencies and internation-
al causes, who like Rotary, continue to 
strive to make Greater Syracuse and the 
world a better place to live and work. 
The theme for this year’s awards is ti-
tled, “Light the Way for Youth”, with 
all seventeen non-profit recipient orga-
nizations having a cause that benefits 
children directly. A signature grant of 
$6000 is being given to LeMoyne El-
ementary School’s Class of 2026, who 
are now in first grade, to supplement 
the class’ own fundraising efforts for 
field trips and computer technology. 
Payable over the four year elementary 
career of these current first graders, the 
$1500 per year makes up a shortfall the 
class is projecting after New York State 
put a stop to selling popcorn as a fund-
raiser due to nutritional guidlines.

Total distribution from The Syra-
cuse Rotary Foundation amounts to 
$35,000. This is a reflection on the suc-
cess of the recently concluded Philan-
thropy & Charity (P&C) campaign 
which achieved each of its twin goals; 
$10,210 and contributions from 100% 
of Syracuse Rotarians.
Club President, James Morrow, will be 
joined by Syracuse Rotary Foundation 
President, Peter Seiffert, in congrat-
ulating the recipients and presenting 
their respective grant checks in the the-
atre’s mezzanine lobby in front of an 

audience of Rotarians 
and guests. 
The Rotary Club of 
Syracuse, one of the 
oldest of the over 
34,000 Rotary Clubs 
worldwide, was char-
tered in 1912 as Club 
#42. Soon thereafter, 
the Club’s annual tra-
dition of awarding 
community grants be-
gan and has continued 
for the last 100 years.

The Syracuse Area Landmark The-
atre had its grand re-opening in 2011 
after an extensive $16 million renova-
tion project that expanded the back-
stage area, also providing new dressing 
rooms and green rooms in a plan to 
attract larger, longer running events to 
the theater that was originally opened 
in 1928. Thomas Kazmierczak III, who 
was installed as the executive director of 
SALT in 2013 and also a Syracuse Ro-
tarian, graciously offered the theater as 
a venue for this year’s grant award pre-
sentation which will surely be a “don’t 
miss” meeting of Syracuse Rotary.   z

Up in lights at The Landmark Theatre.

This Week’s Birthday
ROBERT “BOB” SHERBURNE

Birthday: February 7 
Joined RCS: January 20, 2012 
Pastor, Methodist

WELCOME 2014-2015 SYRACUSE ROTARY FOUNDATION GRANT RECIPIENTS!

Theatre or Theater?
In most contexts, there is no difference in meaning between 
theater and theatre. Neither has any special definitions in general 
usage. The main thing that most English speakers and learners 
need to know is that theater is the preferred spelling in American 
English, and theatre is preferred virtually everywhere else.
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P&C Campaign Hits Twin Goals
P&C Committee

For the second year in a row, Syracuse Rotary’s Philan-
thropy & Charity Campaign has achieved its twin 
goals of 100% member participation and $10,210. 
P&C Chair/PP, Denny Baldwin, credits the generos-
ity of Syracuse Rotary members for the Campaign’s 
success. “They came through as we knew they would, 
“ Denny said. “Strong member commitment is one of 
the reasons the Club is into its second century of ser-
vice,” Denny added. Achieving the twin goals means that the Club has replenished a good por-
tion of Syracuse Rotary’s outlay for its 17 charitable grants this year and that the conditions of 
the $1100 challenge gift put up by 11 anonymous Rotarians have been satisfied, boosting the 
P&C Campaign totals to well over $11,000. In addition to thanking Club members, Denny 
expressed thanks to P&C Committee members for their over the top efforts again this year. 
They include: Sara Bollinger, Jim Gladziszewski, Marylin Galimi, Allen Kosoff, Vern Lee, Mike 
Masci and Doug Smith, with terrific assistance from President Jim Morrow. z

Club Meetings
FEBRUARY 6, 2015

FEBRUARY 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Grant Award Presentation 

Syracuse Area Landmark Theater

BRING A GUEST

FEBRUARY 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Jason Smorol, 

Syracuse Chiefs

FEBRUARY 20
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Don Cazentre, 
Wine Expert

FEBRUARY 27
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program (starting at 12:15) 
Magda Bayoum & Mohamed Khater, 

Rahma Interfaith Health Clinic

Rotary Foundation Report: 
India is Polio Free 

Neil McBeth, PDG RI District 6400

According to The Rotary Foundation’s 
annual report, India now is Polio-Free! 
The eradication of polio in India was 

a monumental task, demanding an ex-
traordinary effort by all levels of gov-
ernment and partners involved. Backed 

by more than 100,000 Rotarians across 
the country,  Rotarians helped to en-
sure maximum support for everything 
from National Immunization Days to 
mop-up immunization rounds.
Besides placing two drops of vaccine 
into children’s mouths, Rotarians, 
along with health workers, helped 
change the hearts and minds of com-
munity leaders opposed to immuniza-
tion to allow children to be vaccinated. 
And Rotary’s advocacy with govern-
ment and business leaders, along with 
Rotarians generous contributions 
pushed forward the polio endgame 
plan aimed at certifying global erad-
ication of the disease by 2018.   Your 
contribution to Polioplus will enable 
this to happen!  z

The Top 5 Countries with the Highest Lung Cancer Incidence Rate (ASR* per 100,000)

*Data is lung cancer age-standardized incidence rate per 100,000 population for the year 2008 or latest available data. An age-
standardized rate is the rate that a population would have if it had a standard age structure. Standardization is necessary when 

comparing several populations that differ with respect to age because age has a powerful influence on the risk of cancer. 

HUNGARY 

52.0
FRENCH POLYNESIA  

43.6
POLAND 

40.9
UNITED STATES 

42.1
SERBIA 

40.7

$10,210

P&C Campaign
as of 2/3/2015
GOAL
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A Brief History of Syracuse’s Landmark Theatre
www.landmarktheatre.org

When silent movies arrived in Syr-
acuse, Salina Street had the Empire, 
the Strand, Keith’s, Temple (later Par-
amount) and Eckel theatres to draw 
patrons downtown for movie-stage 
shows. The latest and grandest was 
Loew’s State Theatre.
Marcus Loew attempted to buy the 
Empire Theatre but negotiations failed. 
Real Estate developers found him the 
building site at the northwest corner of 

Salina Street, occupied by the Jefferson 
Hotel, along with frontage for a block 
along Jefferson St.
Thomas Lamb was commissioned as 
architect. He had already designed 
the Strand, Temple, and Keith’s. He 
planned the city’s largest theatre, 3,000 
seats, with an eight-story office tower.
Site acquisitions, costing $1.9 million, 
began on March 29, 1926. Ground-
breaking for construction began on 
March 15, 1927. Construction took 

eleven months and three days, involved 
more than 300 workers and cost $1.4 
million.
Loew’s State’s opening was announced 
February 18, 1928. The new theatre was 
advertised as “the last word in theatri-
cal ornateness and luxuriousness.” By 
mid-morning on that first day, hun-
dreds had formed lines outside the new 
Theatre. For 25 cents admission, pa-
trons were directed by uniformed ush-

see SAVED page 4

SERVICE ABOVE SELF

Scene & Herd ~ Reboot: A Re-cap of Last Week’s Club Meeting
Anonymous Syracuse Rotarian

A good natured group of about 25 
gathered for “Service Above Self ” at 
Drumlins. We ate good food, heard the 
gong, repeated the pledge, sang God 
Bless America and listened quietly to 
Vern’s invocation celebrating our many 
freedoms. Prez Jim reminded us that 
sadly it was on this day in 1948 that 
Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated at 
age 78 in New Delhi by a disgruntled 
Hindu nationalist.  
We welcomed long time visitor Bernie 
Bregman from the Eastwood Club. PP 
Denny mentioned that our February 
27 program would begin at 12:15 to 
accommodate our Muslim guests, so 
plan to arrive as early as possible that 
day. He also reminded everyone that 
next week’s meeting is at the Landmark 
Theater where we will celebrate the 
good work of our 17 grant recipients.
Prez Jim called Doug Smith to the po-
dium where he presented him with a 
pin relating to a special RI new mem-
ber promotion for introducing Marylin 
Galimi to the Club about a year ago. 
Congrats Doug and Marylin! 
Marylin then volunteered to substi-
tute for the absent Mary Lou Thomp-
son and skillfully handle—for the first 
time—the 50-50 drawing. Seems some 

of the ticket holders preferred to remain 
anonymous as it took awhile to give 
away the dough, but Jim Gladziszews-
ki finally did the honors and promptly 
contributed his $5 to the P&C cam-
paign. Marylin also presided over the 
Happy Dollars where it developed that 
Brad was happy because he actually got 
here from Canandaigua in the snow, 
Allen Kosoff was happy for Brad, Prez 
Jim was happy because didn’t have to 
shovel and Alex was happy because he 
could wear his special Rotary tie.
A get well card was circulated for PP 
Jim Lutz who has been hospitalized—
hope you’re feeling better, Jim. Would 
love to have you visit us some Friday at 
Rotary if you’re able. In passing Allen 
Kosoff mentioned that he will not be 
able to attend next week’s grant cere-
monies as he and spouse of 60 years, 
Tess, will be celebrating with family 
in the New York area. Congratulations 
Allen and Tess!
Doug introduced our speakers, Dr. 
Leslie Kohman, Upstate Cancer Cen-
ter’s Medical Director, and Lina Veit, 
special projects manager at the Center. 
Dr. Kohman has been with Upstate for 
32 years and was happy to report that 
deaths from cancer have been declin-
ing for a variety of reasons-- smoking 
is down, improved treatments, earlier 

detection, among other reasons. Lung 
cancer remains the largest killer, but 
the good news is that more than half 
of the cancers are preventable by stop-
ping smoking, better diet, exercise and 
reducing obesity. In addition certain 
cancers are preventable by vaccine in-
cluding hepatitis and human papilloma 
virus (HPV). As to the latter, cancer 
specialists recommend the vaccine for 
all young men and  women ages 11-12.
With 90,000 square feet in its beautiful 
new facility, Upstate’s Cancer Center 
is among the best in the country, with 
room for expansion. Dr. Kohman said 
that she is especially pleased that they 
are making great strides in successful-
ly treating pediatric cancer. Also, with 
early screening, progress is being made 
to mitigate the potentially devastating 
results of breast, cervical and lung can-
cer. Linda spoke to Upstate’s new Lung 
Cancer Screening Program and urged 
everyone to consider a screen. It’s easy, 
relatively inexpensive (particularly with 
Medicare coverage scheduled to go into 
effect soon) and well worth the time 
and expense if cancer can be detect-
ed at its earliest stage. It was good to 
learn from Dr. Kohman and Linda that 
nowadays an estimated 95% of cancers 
can be appropriately treated right here 
in Syracuse with its high quality cancer 
care facilities. z



ers through the lobbies, absorbing the 
wealth of colors and materials – mar-
ble, terrazzo, tapestries, filigrial chan-
deliers, and exotic furnishings. They 
were ushered into Lamb’s exotic world 
through the main lobby, which boasted 
a chandelier designed by Louis Tiffa-
ny for Cornelius Vanderbilt’s man-
sion, and the grandest of the theatre’s 
several huge murals. The Musician’s 
Gallery, located over the front doors, 
featured quartet serenades as intermis-
sion entertainment during the 1930’s. 
Patrons who ascended the grand stair-
case reached the promenade lobby, 
where they delighted in finding a fish-
pond with a Japanese pagoda fountain. 
The main auditorium, which houses 
2900 seats, was decorated in rich reds 
and golds and accented with wall or-
naments throughout. The 1,400-pipe 
Wurlitzer organ offered its own exotic 
flavor, treating patrons to such sounds 
as a glockenspiel, marimba, bird whis-
tles, hoof beats and surf sounds.
For more than a year, Loew’s showed 
only silent films. It shows its first 
“talkie,” “The Broadway Melody” on 
March 30, 1929.
In 1933 Loew’s presented its first public 
demonstration of television. In 1934 it 
introduced double features. About the 
same time, color arrived. In the early 
1940’s Hollywood presented war films, 
complemented by newsreels which pa-
trons scrutinized for glimpses of friends 
or relatives in uniform. Veterans were 
paraded across the stage. Intermissions 
were devoted to war bond sales.
In 1947, Loew’s State box office re-
ceipts peaked. But after WWII, staff-
ing, maintenance and tax costs all rose, 
with enormous negative impact.
Soon, the Loew’s Corporation began 
to diversify, resulting in a perception 
that downtown theatres were corporate 
liabilities. It reduced staffing, main-
tenance, and systems upgrading. Me-
chanical plants failed. Decorative fab-
rics, walls, carpeting, and seating, once 
fastidiously maintained, fell victim to 
vandalism.

In 1954 Loew’s State Theatre’s organ 
became defunct. 10 years later the com-
pany sold it and its components were 
crated and later installed in the Stan-
ford theatre in Palo Alto, CA.
In 1967 the parent corporation of 
Loew’s State announced closing and 
probable demolition of the Theatre. 
Concurrently, the neighboring Keith’s 
and Paramount theaters were being de-
molished for new retail development.
City officials joined with cultural or-
ganizations banded together to save 
downtown’s last movie house. But 
county officials instead approved and 
built the John H. Mulroy Civic Center 
on Montgomery St.
A reduced tax assessment in exchange 
for a pledge to keep operating enabled 
Loew’s State to reopen. But it featured 
exploitation or second-tier fare, indif-
ferently received in competition with 
TV and suburbia’s smaller, well-fi-
nanced first-run houses.
In the mid-1970s Loew’s again an-
nounced the Theatre’s closing. With 
demolition threatened, community 
leaders, city officials and cultural agen-
cies established a committee to study 
possible community acquisition.
On May 21, 1975 a Citizen’s Commit-
tee to Save Loew’s was formed. The next 
day, Loew’s State was officially closed. 
On June 4, 1975 the main lobby’s Van-
derbilt chandelier was sold. On July 9, 
the Syracuse Area Landmark Theatre 
(SALT) was designated the agency to 
try to acquire and preserve the theatre. 
The city promised tax rebates. On July 
14, 1975 the theatre reopened.
On May 3, 1976 the US Dept. of the 
Interior listed the Theatre in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. This 
provided a federally protected preserva-
tion covenant and made SALT eligible 
for preservation funding and discour-
aged commercial development.
In August, 1977 Sutton Real Estate 
kept ownership of the office building; 
SALT would buy the Theatre portion 

for $65,000 – conditional on raising the 
funds in ninety days. Volunteers inten-
sified fund-raising and began emergen-
cy repairs to allow reopening.
Volunteers scrubbed, patched and re-
suscitated aging equipment. They ar-
ranged tours to reintroduce residents to 
the Theatre’s splendor. The first week-
end, lines formed on Salina St. The 
high point came on October 11, 1977 
with a sold-out benefit with Harry 
Chapin. Even after all this, SALT re-
mained more than $30,000 short. On 
November 5, the State Office of Parks 
and Recreation, citing the magnifi-
cent effort of volunteers, announced a 
matching grant of up to $35,000 for 
acquisition of the Theatre. The Nation-
al Endowment of the Arts also made a 
$5,000 grant for architectural feasibili-
ty studies.
On June 29, 1979 title to the Theatre 
was finally transferred to SALT. Vol-
unteers swarmed over the building, 
removing now-prohibited asbestos, 
replacing some 1,800 light bulbs, and 
many other tasks.
Local, state, and federal governments, 
foundations, and corporations began 
responding to funding pleas. Once 
more the theatre became a venue for 
stage events. Revenue from individual 
memberships increased.
Painstakingly gaining momentum, the 
Theatre now hosts over 150 events a 
year. Legendary performers that ap-
peared as the theatre reopened includ-
ed Gregory Peck, Lena Horne, Tony 
Bennett, Harry Belafonte, Pete Seeger 
and Bob Dylan. Since the completion 
of the stage expansion, the Landmark 
Theatre has been host to many top-lev-
el national acts including Jerry Sein-
feld, Jackson Browne, Celtic Woman, 
Ray LaMontagne, numerous Broadway 
touring shows, in addition to the many 
corporate and fundraising events held 
at the Theatre by numerous community 
groups each year.  z

Saved from wrecking ball: Theatre placed on National Historic Register in 1976 from page 3
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