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This Week’s Program: Upstate Cancer Center at University Hospital
Medical Director, Leslie Kohman, MD and Special Projects Manager, Linda Veit, MPH

Program Committee

The Upstate Cancer Center, here in 
Syracuse, has branded itself as “Hope’s 
New Home”. It is known as the region’s 
most comprehensive resource for can-
cer care and houses the newest tech-
nologies to help patients survive their 
diseases. The Upstate Cancer Center 
offers the most advanced outpatient 
treatment, clinical research studies, and 
support services all in one convenient 
location.
Upstate sees more than 2,000 new can-
cer patients per year, resulting in 45,000 
visits on the downtown campus and ad-
ditional visits to their satellite locations.
Dr Leslie Kohman is a SUNY Distin-
guished Service Professor in the De-
partment of Surgery at Upstate Medical 
University and is the Center’s Medical 
Director. She joined the faculty at Up-

state Medical University 
in 1985, specializing in 
general thoracic surgery, 
with a special interest in 
lung cancer. 
As the  Medical Direc-
tor of the Upstate Can-
cer Center, Dr Kohman 
is responsible for special 
programs in the new am-
bulatory cancer center 
building, and creating a 
comprehensive cancer 
program for Central New York includ-
ing prevention, treatment, follow-up 
and population based care as well as 
community outreach, clinical research 
and quality management.
Joining Dr. Kohman is Linda Veit, the 
Special Projects Manager at the Upstate 
Cancer Center. She has been at Upstate 
since 1986; in basic science research, 

clinical research and now 
in the public health as it 
relates to cancer.
Linda currently manages 
the Lung Cancer Screen-
ing Program at Upstate 
which is a Center of Excel-
lence, and directs the new 
“She Matters” Community 
Outreach Program at Up-
state that focuses on reduc-
ing health disparities seen 
in breast cancer in lower 

income populations.
She also continues to be involved in 
surgical clinical trials at Upstate, as well 
as nationally through the Cooperative 
Clinical Trials group known as the Al-
liance.  She supports Dr Kohman in all 
of her activities including the Commis-
sion on Cancer and the American Can-
cer Society.  z

see ROTARY page 2

Leslie Kohman, MD

Man in Iron Lung Discovers Rotary After 60 Years of Polio
Arnold R. Grahl, Rotary News

One might think a man living with polio in an iron lung 
would know about Rotary. But it wasn’t until Paul Alexander 
had a business meeting with a member in Duncanville, Tex-
as, earlier this year that he learned Rotary fights to eradicate 
the very disease that left him almost completely paralyzed.
“I was completely blown away by the idea. For all these years, 
I didn’t know the work they were doing,” says Alexander, a 
practicing attorney in Dallas. “It’s such a perfect fit for me.”
Alexander contracted polio during a major U.S. outbreak of 
the disease in the late 1950s when he was six years old, and 
almost died in the hospital before a doctor noticed he wasn’t 
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JANUARY 30
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Upstate Cancer Center 

Dr. Leslie Kohman

FEBRUARY 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Grant Award Presentation 

Syracuse Area Landmark Theater

BRING A GUEST

FEBRUARY 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Jason Smorol, Syracuse Chiefs

FEBRUARY 20
11:00 am 

Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Don Cazentre, Wine Expert

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor Syracuse Rotary Press  |   rotarypress@twcny.rr.com

P&C Campaign a Little Shy
P&C Committee

As of last Friday the 23rd, the P&C Campaign re-
ports total gifts of $8905 with 43 generous Rotarian 
donors. Still shy of the twin $10,210/100 % partici-
pation goals, P&C Chair, Denny Baldwin, says that 
every effort will be made to achieve the goals this year 
before the campaign winds up. He thanked those 
who have given and urged those members who have 
not yet participated to please do so now--in whatever 
amount works for each individual, especially so the 
campaign can benefit from the $1100 challenge gift 
put up by 11 anonymous Rotarians.  z

$10,210

P&C Campaign
as of 12/16/2014

GOAL

CNY Books For the World Status Update
PDG Ward Vuillemot, CNY BFTW Coordinator

Since the launch of the CNY BFTW 
Project at the 2008 District 7150 Con-
ference, 386 pallet-kits have been com-
pleted with 5 kits in process across five 
CNY districts. In District 7150, 44 Ro-
tary & Interact clubs have participated 
along with 22 other individual or com-
munity organizations to provide sup-
port of funds and/or books. Since my 
last BFTW update, we have shipped 
two additional 26 pallet loads and have 
a half load in our Bossong's warehouse 
space. The project had a strong year-end 
with extra kudos to our Eastern nine 
clubs. Banding together under the lead-
ership of Roger Skinner, they supplied 
twelve pallets in the last half of the year.  
Thank you also to the other clubs that 
participated in 2014. We are looking 
forward continued success in 2015.
I just returned from the Rotarian 
BBooks For The World Booklegger's 
Summit in Houston, TX, where  the 
various USA Rotary managed book col-
lection centers, similar to CNY BFTW, 

met and shared ideas, successes and 
challenges. A major highlight is that 
PDG's and DGE's from South Africa 
and Pakistan were in attendance  shar-
ing the stories and successes of their 
Rotarian managed BFTW distribu-
tion centers.  Lot's of good news and 
feedback coming from that way.  Also, 
kudos to CNY BFTW for quality and 
packaging of books.  Our customers 
(the Children of the World) are being 
well served by our continued efforts.
Lastly, but certainly not the least, our 
hardworking and active CNY BFTW 
committee has made the decision to 
reduce the CNY BFTW per pallet 
fee to $150. This is a direct result of 
recently reduced transportation costs 
along with other cost reductions.  
Contact at wardtv37@mac.com with 
your inquires and pallet-kit orders.
Please review the CNY BFTW web-
site for more and complete informa-
tion on this life changing project.  z
www.cnybooksfortheworld.org

Photo on Page 1: Rotary e-club member Linda Elliott visits 
fellow member Paul Alexander in his home. Alexander is among 
a small number of people in the world today who rely on an 
iron lung to breathe. Photo Credit: Courtesy of Linda Elliott, a 
member of the Rotary E-club of District 5810.

District 7150 PDGs
1916- ‐17 ..................Thomas K. Smith
1924- ‐25 ........... .Clarence B. Williams
1940- ‐41 ...............Thomas M. Vickers
1941- ‐42 ................... Charles A. Miller
1942- ‐43 .................... W. Bert LaCasse
1944- ‐45 ............ Thomas Richardson
1945- ‐46 .................Hiram K. Hineline
1949- ‐50 ................John W. O’Connor
1951- ‐52 ........................ Clair C. Rossel
1953- ‐54 ........... Robert Fitzsimmons
1954- ‐55 ........................ Lyall T. Conde
1955- ‐56 ....................F. Clifford Heath
1956- ‐57 ....................Arthur W. Hyatt,
1957- ‐58 ...........................Peter Coccia
1958- ‐59 ...........P. Augustus Hopkins
1959- ‐60 ..................Thomas A. Beard
1960- ‐61 .....................Kenneth E. Carr
1961- ‐62 ..........Robert F. MacFarland

see 1962--63 page 3
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SERVICE ABOVE SELF

The Top Five Longest Suspension Bridges in the World
 AKASHI-KAIKYO BRIDGE 

JAPAN 

6,532 FT. 

XIHOUMEN BRIDGE 
CHINA  

5,413 FT.

GREAT BELT BRIDGE  
DENMARK 

5,328 FT.

YI SUN-SIN BRIDGE 
SOUTH KOREA 

5,069 FT.

RUNYANG BRIDGE 
CHINA 

4,888 FT.
Name the game 

show host.

Rotary now a part of polio survivor’s life   from page 1

breathing and rushed him into an iron 
lung, an airtight metal tank that enclos-
es all of the body except the head and 
uses regulated changes in air pressure 
to force the lungs to inhale and exhale. 
Alexander is among a small number of 
people in the world today still using an 
iron lung to assist his paralytic polio. 
The need for the 800-pound machines 
declined dramatically after the polio 
vaccine became widely available in the 
early 1960s.
In October, Alexander became a mem-
ber of the Rotary E-Club of District 
5810 during an induction ceremony 
held in his home, attended by Rotary’s 
President Gary C.K. Huang through 
an online connection. Alexander is 
writing a book about his experience and 
wants to be an ambassador for Rotary 
promoting the benefits of eradicating 
polio.
For 10 years, Alexander never left the 
device or his house. But then he had 
a breakthrough, teaching himself to 
breathe on his own by forcing air into 
his lungs. That allowed him to get 
around in a wheelchair for up to eight 
hours.
“The first day I was outside the house 
was extraordinary. It was a 100 percent 
improvement,” he recalls.
Determined to go to college, he moved 
onto campus and with the help of a 
nursing assistant attended classes, earn-
ing a degree from the University of 
Texas. He eventually went on to earn a 
law degree, passed the bar, and practices 
civil and criminal law.
He has a computer keyboard and a 
touchtone phone by his head which 
he can manipulate with a plastic stick 
held in his mouth. When he goes to 

court for a case, he has assistants who 
help him. He’s traveled farther from his 
home on rare occasions. The iron lung, 
which has wheels, is shipped to meet 
him at his destination.
His father was president of a Dallas 
Rotary club in the 1960s, but Alexan-
der says he doesn’t remember it. His 
introduction to Rotary began when he 
met Duncanville member Alexander 
Peralta. Peralta told the Rotary District 
5810 governor, Bill Dendy, who imme-
diately decided Alexander would be the 
perfect subject of a video his wife was 
making on polio eradication. Alexan-
der agreed, and a film crew from the 
district’s e-club came out to shoot the 
interview.
“I visited him weekly after that,” Dendy 
says. “One day, I said to him, ‘Paul, you 
could be a contributing member of Ro-
tary.’ He asked me how that would be 
possible. And I told him with an e-club, 
which meets online, it would be very 
possible.”
Since joining Rotary, he’s become a 
popular speaker in the Dallas Rota-
ry community. He’s already addressed 
two large gatherings and is scheduled 
to speak at the next district conference. 
The Waxahachie Rotary Club, which 
builds wheelchair ramps as a project, 
built him a new one when they heard 
he transports his iron lung to the hos-
pital or for longer trips.
“It means so much to me to belong 
to this organization,” Alexander said 
during a phone call to his home recent-
ly. “I’m having a great time and staying 
awake at night thinking of ideas. So 
many people have come into my life. I 
never knew there were so many caring 
people out there.”  z

1962- ‐63 ..........William F. Tumbridge
1963- ‐64 ................ F. Wright Johnson
1964- ‐65 ............................ Earl VanPelt
1965- ‐66 ..................David R. C. Smith
1966- ‐67 ......................... Fred O. Bailer
1967- ‐68 ...................Jack C. Buckland
1968- ‐69 .................. DeAlton Stevens
1969- ‐70 ....................... J. Henry Davie
1970- ‐71 ..................... Edward Knecht
1971- ‐72 ................ Andrew C. Treiber
1972- ‐73 ...................Arthur R. Gaebel
1973- ‐74 .................... K. Scott Creaser
1974- ‐75 .................... Leon A. Dapson
1975- ‐76 ...............Charles L. Penfield
1976- ‐77 ........... Charles N. Goldstein
1977- ‐78 ....................... Warren Clinch
1978- ‐79 ................Robert J. Houston
1979- ‐80 ....................William H. Cluse
1980- ‐81 ............................ Alex J. Fiore
1981- ‐82 ......................Paul J. Stratton
1982- ‐83 ....................... Bart E. O’Brien
1983- ‐84 .........John F. Luchsinger, Jr.
1984- ‐85 ....................Robert A. Foster
1985- ‐86 .........Michael D. Occhipinti
1986- ‐87 ........... Kenneth T. Knoepfle
1987- ‐88 .............................Clarke Case
1988- ‐89 ....................Henry I. Kalette,
1989- ‐90 ..................Herbert S. Brown
1990- ‐91 ...........................Roy A. Tuttle
1991- ‐92 ................... George L. Booth
1992- ‐93 .............John A. Engelmann
1993- ‐94 ............ James E. Raymonda
1994- ‐95 ............ Joseph A. McCarthy
1995- ‐96 ..................... James W. Mead
1996- ‐97 ..........................Ned R. Mann
1997- ‐98 .......................Dave Peterson
1998- ‐99 ........................... Ed Paparella
1999- ‐00 ................... Herbert W. Jerry
2000- ‐01 .....................Ward Vuillemot
2001- ‐02 ................Bruce P. Frassinelli
2002- ‐03 ........................Donald Reese
2003- ‐04 ............................ Andrea Ives
2004- ‐05 ................Rev. James Austin
2005- ‐06 ..................... Gerald Gortner
2006- ‐07 .......................Carol Anthony
2007- ‐08 ..................... Marlene Brown
2008- ‐09 ............Lawrence Calabrese
2009- ‐10 ............................ Fred Cholet
2010- ‐11 ........................Paul (PJ) Scott
2011- ‐12 ................... James J. Gascon
2012- ‐13 ................Louis A. Steppello
2013--14 ........ Dennis Schonewetter

from page 2
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The 102-Year-Old Syracuse Rotary Club to Award $35,000

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2015 • 12 NOON
THE SYRACUSE AREA 
LANDMARK THEATER

362 SOUTH SALINA STREET • SYRACUSE

The Club Will Distribute Checks to Seventeen Not-for-profit Organizations on February 6

The President of The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc., 
James Morrow, and the President of The Syracuse Ro-
tary Foundation, Inc., Peter Seiffert, jointly announced 
at a recent Rotary meeting the awarding of the 2014-15 
Syracuse Rotary grants, funded by the Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation, the philanthropic arm of the Club. Carrying 
on a long tradition of service to the community, Syracuse 
Rotary’s most recent grantees include 17 not-for-profit 
organizations in support of a theme named “Lighting 
The Way For Youth” with grants ranging from $1000 to 
$6000 for a total giving of $35,000. 
Over the years, in keeping with its motto of “Service 
Above Self ”, The Rotary Club of Syracuse has funded 
many other worthy local not-for-profit organizations 
which help to make Greater Syracuse a better place to 
live and work. The Club will entertain grant applications 
again in the summer for announcement in the fall. For 
more information, please consult the Syracuse Rotary 
web site at syracuserotary.org and click on the P&C page.
A formal award ceremony will take place during a special 
meeting of the club. All media is invited.

To: All Media 
For Immediate Release 
Contact: Robert Sherburne, (607) 426-0611 
Re: 2014-15 Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. Grants 

www.syracuserotary.org

• Crouse Health Founda-
tion, $1500 to provide educa-
tional materials for children who 
visit your PromptCare service

• Girl Scouts of NYPENN 
Pathways, Inc., $1500 to help 
underwrite your anti-bullying Be 
a Friend First program

• Hospice of Central New 
York, $1500 to support Camp 
Healing Hearts for hurting 
children

• Lemoyne Elementary 
School, $6000, payable over 
four years, to supplement curricu-
lum based field trips and assist in 
upgrading computer technology 
for the school’s first graders

• Literacy CNY, $1000 to 
enhance your Lending Library

• McMahon/Ryan Child 
Advocacy Center, $3000 
to support your High Five! child 
abuse prevention program

• PEACE, Inc., $1500 to support 
your Head Start/Early Head Start 
ESLFLP programs for parents 
and young children who recently 
arrived in the US

• YMCA of Greater Syra-
cuse, $1500 to support your Y 
Kids program for special needs 
children

• InterFaith Works, $1500 to 
honor InterFaith Works’ ground-
breaking “bridge building” work, 

especially involving children and 
youth

• United Way of Central 
New York, $1500 to support 
your participation in the Salvation 
Army’s annual Christmas Bureau 
gift distribution program

• Cathedral Academy at 
Pompei, $2000 to support 
upgrades to the school’s media 
center for students

• C4 Christ Centered Com-
munity Church, $1500 to pay 
for a new outhouse/toilet for the 
Mawouj Orphanage in Haiti

• The MOST, $2000 to help 
underwrite your new interactive 
energy exhibit

• National Federation of the 
Blind of New York, $2000 
to support your Braille literacy 
summer camp for blind children 
in the Syracuse area

• Symphoria!, $2500 to support 
your innovative The Orchestra 
Sings program for grades 3-5

• The Syracuse Area Land-
mark Theater, $2000 to 
support a series of family theater 
programs for traditional and 
under-served children

• Women’s Opportunity 
Center, $2500 to provide work 
ready training for mothers and 
other low income women.

The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. grantees include:


