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From Bill & Melinda Gates’ 2015 Annual Letter: Our Bet for 2030
From CNN, by Bill and Melinda Gates

Fifteen years ago, the two of us made a 
bet. We started our foundation in 2000 
with the idea that by backing innova-
tive work in health and education, we 
could help billions of people improve 
their lives. The progress we’ve seen so 
far is so exciting that we are doubling 
down on the bet we made 15 years ago. 

Here’s our bet: The lives of people in 
poor countries will improve faster in 
the next 15 years than at any other time 
in history. We’re putting our credibility, 
time and money behind this bet be-
cause we think there has never been a 
better time to accelerate progress and 
have a big impact around the world. 
Here are four big breakthroughs we see 
coming by 2030:

First, child deaths will go down by 
half. In 1990, one in 10 children in the 
world died before age 5. Today, it’s one 
in 20. By 2030, it will be one in 40. Al-
most all countries will include vaccines 
for diarrhea and pneumonia, two of the 
biggest killers of children, in their im-
munization programs. Better sanitation 
will cut the spread of disease dramat-

This Week’s Program: Darkness to Light Collaboration
Kelly Miner, the Interim Executive Director of the East Area YMCA along with 

Janice Timmons, Prevention, Education & Outreach Specialist of Mc Mahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center
Program Committee

One in 10 children in Central New York will become a victim 
of sexual abuse before they turn 18. It’s a shocking statistic 
that holds true regardless of the child’s race, neighborhood or 
family income level. Every child is at risk. Most victims never 
report the abuse. Most abusers go out of their way to appear 
trustworthy. That means you probably know a child who is 
being victimized. Here’s the good news: Child sexual abuse 
can be stopped before it starts. All it takes is one adult who 
knows the signs and is willing and able to do the right thing..
The YMCA of Greater Syracuse and McMahon/Ryan Child 
Advocacy Center has joined together to educate 18,000 
adults in Onondaga County under the CNY Darkness to 
Light Collaboration. They want to empower every local adult 
to prevent child sexual abuse. 

Darkness to Light (D2L), a national nonprofit, has devel-
oped an award-winning, evidence-informed course, Stew-
ards of Children, to educate adults about the steps they 
can take to prevent, recognize and react responsibly to the 
reality of child sexual abuse. It emphasizes that preventing 
child sexual abuse is an adult responsibility, because young 
children aren’t equipped to fend off sexual advances from a 
relative or family friend.
The Central New York Darkness to Light Collaboration 
plans to ignite behavior change by training a critical mass of 
18,000 adults – 5 percent of the adult population - in Onon-
daga County by 2020. To reach that tipping point, the col-
laboration is asking local companies, agencies and non-prof-
its to dedicate resources to provide Stewards of Children 
training. 
Nationally, Darkness to Light has championed the move-
ment to end child sexual abuse since its founding in 2000. 
With affiliates in all 50 U.S. states and 16 international loca-
tions, D2L provides individuals, organizations, and commu-
nities with the tools to protect children from sexual abuse. To 
date, the D2L network of 6,000 authorized facilitators has 
trained over 500,000 parents, youth serving professionals, 
and organization volunteers in D2L’s award-winning Stew-
ards of Children child sexual abuse prevention program. z

see CRUCIAL page 2

WWW.D2L.ORG to learn more about Darkenss to Light
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ically. And we’re learning how to help 
more mothers adopt practices such as 
proper breastfeeding and skin-to-skin 
contact with their babies that prevent 
newborns from dying in the first month 
after they’re born.
Second, Africa will be able to feed it-
self. Today, the continent has to rely on 
imports and food aid to feed its people, 
even though seven out of 10 people in 
sub-Saharan Africa are farmers. Part of 
the problem is that African farmers get 
just a fraction of the yields that Ameri-
can farmers get. 
In the next 15 years, however, innova-
tions in farming will erase these brutal 
ironies. With better fertilizer and har-
dier crops, African farmers will be able 
to grow a greater variety of food and 
sell their surpluses to supplement their 
family’s diet with vegetables, eggs, milk, 
and meat.
Even as climate change makes farm-
ers’ job more difficult, we can get them 
enough innovation and information 
to increase pro-
ductivity by 50% 
for the continent 
overall. Countries 
like Ghana are also 
building better 
roads and adopt-
ing policies that 
make it easier to 
move food to the 
places where it’s most needed. In 15 
years, Africa will still import food when 
it makes sense to do so, but it will also 
export much more, eventually achiev-
ing a net positive trade balance.
Third, mobile banking will help the 
poor radically transform their lives. To-
day, some 2.5 billion people don’t have 
access to cheap and easy financial ser-
vices -- a problem that makes it much 
more difficult to be poor. If your savings 
is in the form of jewelry or livestock, 
for example, you can’t very well chip off 

tiny pieces to cover routine daily ex-
penses. 
Today, some 2.5 billion people don’t 
have access to cheap and easy finan-
cial services...  But in the next 15 years, 
digital banking will give the poor more 
control over their assets. The key will 
be mobile phones. Already, in develop-
ing countries with the right regulatory 
framework -- such as Bangladesh -- 
people are using their phones to store 
money digitally and make purchases. 
By 2030, 8% of the adults without 
bank accounts today will be doing the 
same.
And by then, mobile money providers 
will be offering the full range of fi-
nancial services, from interest-bearing 
savings accounts to credit to insurance. 
Fourth, as high-speed cell networks 
grow and smartphones become as 
cheap as today’s voice-only phones, 
online education will flourish. Before 
a child even starts primary school, she 

will be able to use 
her mom’s smart-
phone to learn 
her numbers and 
letters. Software 
will be able to see 
when she’s having 
trouble with the 
material and ad-
just for her pace. 

Of course, software will never replace 
teachers. But by allowing teachers to do 
things like upload videos of themselves 
and get feedback from their peers, it 
can connect them in new ways.
What will it take to make sure life real-
ly does improve faster for the poor? We 
need advances in technology and we 
need to deliver them to the people who 
need them most. We also need to close 
the gender gap. Countries where girls 
don’t go to school or women can’t open 
a business will be left behind. 

“Countries where girls don’t go to 
school or women can’t open a business 
will be left behind.”
Another crucial factor will be people 
who care about helping those in the 
world’s poorest places improve their 
lives. We’re aiming to recruit millions 
of new advocates -- we’re calling them 
global citizens -- to urge world leaders 
to be ambitious when they meet in Sep-
tember to adopt a new set of goals that 
will guide the world’s efforts to tackle 
disease, poverty, and climate change for 
the next 15 years.
Beyond 2015, we hope these global cit-
izens will hold governments and other 
decision-makers accountable for meet-
ing those goals. z
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JANUARY 23
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting
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Darkness to Light 

Kelly Miner & Jannice Timmons

JANUARY 30
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Upstate Cancer Center 

Dr. Kohman

FEBRUARY 6
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting
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Grant Award Presentation 

Syracuse Area Landmark Theater

BRING A GUEST

FEBRUARY 13
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Jason Smorol 

Syracuse Chiefs
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Today, some 2.5 billion 
people don’t have 

access to cheap and 
easy financial services... 

Bill and Melinda Gates

Crucial Factors in Helping the World’s Poorest    from page 1



THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

NCMEC and Honeywell Partner to Bring Abduction 
Prevention Education to America’s Elementary Schools 

www.missingkids.com

Alexandria, Va., Jan. 22, 2015 - Ac-
cording to the FBI, in 2013 more than 
400,000 children were reported miss-
ing in the United States. National AM-
BER Alert Awareness Day, recognized 
annually in January, is a reminder of the 
dangers that face our children. Building 
on the significance of that day, the Na-
tional Center for Missing & Exploited 
Children® (NCMEC) and Honey-
well (NYSE:HON), with spokesper-
son Tia Mowry, today announced the 
KidSmartz™ “Safety Dance” Video 
Contest, a nationwide competition 
aimed at equipping elementary school 
students with the skills and confidence 
they need to be safer from abduction. 
“Alerting the public when abductions 
happen is critical, but abduction pre-
vention is equally important. If you 
want to make a difference for the chil-
dren in your family or community, ini-
tiatives such as KidSmartz can help 
save children’s lives,” said John Walsh, 
co-founder of NCMEC.
NCMEC analysis indicates that ap-
proximately 83 percent of children who 
safely fled from their would-be abduc-

tors kicked, yelled and pulled away to 
escape. KidSmartz was developed to 
educate parents about the dangers of 
abduction and empower kids in grades 
K-5 to practice safer behaviors in ways 
that are easy to implement. 
To participate in the contest, schools 
must create and submit a video of their 
students dancing the KidSmartz “Safe-
ty Dance.” Parents may recognize the 
KidSmartz “Safety Dance” song as an 
adaptation of the 1983 hit song, “The 
Safety Dance” The KidSmartz version 
features new lyrics and fun dance moves 
that teach students simple safety rules. 
Schools can use the KidSmartz “Safe-
ty Dance” choreography or create their 
own dance. The video contest provides 
an opportunity for schools to show off 
their most creative dance moves while 
learning how to be safe.
The contest runs from January 22 
through March 16, during which time 
the public can view all entries on the 
contest website and cast votes for their 
favorite submission. Four winning 
schools will be selected from across the 
United States and awarded a $10,000 
cash prize from Honeywell. Interest-
ed schools can find complete contest 

e l i g i b i l i t y 
information 
and rules, as 
well as in-
structional 
videos for 
the KidSmartz “Safety Dance” chore-
ography at www.kidsmartz.org/contest.
“Over the past decade we’ve partnered 
with NCMEC to create resources that 
educate families on how to help prevent 
child abduction,” said Tom Buckmas-
ter, president of Honeywell Hometown 
Solutions, the company’s corporate cit-
izenship initiative. “Honeywell and its 
employees have taken a leading role in 
preventing abductions by empowering 
children to learn the skills they need to 
make themselves safer, and we are ex-
cited to reach even more teachers and 
students with the ‘Safety Dance’ con-
test.”
National AMBER Alert Awareness 
Day was observed on January 13.
The KidSmartz curriculum and related 
materials are available for download at 
www.KidSmartz.org. For more informa-
tion, check out KidSmartz on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.  z
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86.2% There: P&C Campaign Nears $10,210 Goal
P&C Committee

As of last Friday, the campaign 
reports total gifts of $8805 
with 42 generous Rotarian 
donors. Still shy of the twin 
$10,210/100 % participation 
goals, P&C Chair, Denny 

Baldwin, says that every effort 
will be made to achieve the 
goals this year before the cam-
paign winds up in a few weeks. 
He thanked those who have 
given and urged those mem-
bers who have not yet partic-

ipated to please do so now-
-in whatever amount works 
for each individual, especially 
so the campaign can benefit 
from the $1100 challenge gift 
put up by 11 anonymous Ro-
tarians.  z

$10,210

P&C Campaign
as of 12/16/2014

GOAL

SERVICE ABOVE SELF

Forbes Magazine’s Top Five Professional Athlete Salaries of 2014
FLOYD MAYWEATHER 

$85M
MANNY PACQUIAO  

$62M
TIGER WOODS 

$59.4M
LEBRON JAMES 

$53M
ROGER FERERER 

$52.7M

Name the game 
show host.
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The 102-Year-Old Syracuse Rotary Club to Award $35,000

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2015 • 12 NOON
THE SYRACUSE AREA 
LANDMARK THEATER

362 SOUTH SALINA STREET • SYRACUSE

The Club Will Distribute Checks to Seventeen Not-for-profit Organizations on February 6

The President of The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc., 
James Morrow, and the President of The Syracuse Ro-
tary Foundation, Inc., Peter Seiffert, jointly announced 
at a recent Rotary meeting the awarding of the 2014-15 
Syracuse Rotary grants, funded by the Syracuse Rotary 
Foundation, the philanthropic arm of the Club. Carrying 
on a long tradition of service to the community, Syracuse 
Rotary’s most recent grantees include 17 not-for-profit 
organizations in support of a theme named “Lighting 
The Way For Youth” with grants ranging from $1000 to 
$6000 for a total giving of $35,000. 
Over the years, in keeping with its motto of “Service 
Above Self ”, The Rotary Club of Syracuse has funded 
many other worthy local not-for-profit organizations 
which help to make Greater Syracuse a better place to 
live and work. The Club will entertain grant applications 
again in the summer for announcement in the fall. For 
more information, please consult the Syracuse Rotary 
web site at syracuserotary.org and click on the P&C page.
A formal award ceremony will take place during a special 
meeting of the club. All media is invited.

To: All Media 
For Immediate Release 
Contact: Robert Sherburne, (607) 426-0611 
Re: 2014-15 Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. Grants 

www.syracuserotary.org

• Crouse Health Founda-
tion, $1500 to provide educa-
tional materials for children who 
visit your PromptCare service

• Girl Scouts of NYPENN 
Pathways, Inc., $1500 to help 
underwrite your anti-bullying Be 
a Friend First program

• Hospice of Central New 
York, $1500 to support Camp 
Healing Hearts for hurting 
children

• Lemoyne Elementary 
School, $6000, payable over 
four years, to supplement curricu-
lum based field trips and assist in 
upgrading computer technology 
for the school’s first graders

• Literacy CNY, $1000 to 
enhance your Lending Library

• McMahon/Ryan Child 
Advocacy Center, $3000 
to support your High Five! child 
abuse prevention program

• PEACE, Inc., $1500 to support 
your Head Start/Early Head Start 
ESLFLP programs for parents 
and young children who recently 
arrived in the US

• YMCA of Greater Syra-
cuse, $1500 to support your Y 
Kids program for special needs 
children

• InterFaith Works, $1500 to 
honor InterFaith Works’ ground-
breaking “bridge building” work, 

especially involving children and 
youth

• United Way of Central 
New York, $1500 to support 
your participation in the Salvation 
Army’s annual Christmas Bureau 
gift distribution program

• Cathedral Academy at 
Pompei, $2000 to support 
upgrades to the school’s media 
center for students

• C4 Christ Centered Com-
munity Church, $1500 to pay 
for a new outhouse/toilet for the 
Mawouj Orphanage in Haiti

• The MOST, $2000 to help 
underwrite your new interactive 
energy exhibit

• National Federation of the 
Blind of New York, $2000 
to support your Braille literacy 
summer camp for blind children 
in the Syracuse area

• Symphoria!, $2500 to support 
your innovative The Orchestra 
Sings program for grades 3-5

• The Syracuse Area Land-
mark Theater, $2000 to 
support a series of family theater 
programs for traditional and 
under-served children

• Women’s Opportunity 
Center, $2500 to provide work 
ready training for mothers and 
other low income women.

The Rotary Club of Syracuse, Inc. grantees include:


