
PRESIDENT 
JAMES C. MORROW

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
ROBERT SHERBURNE

SECRETARY 
RAMON LEACH

TREASURER 
DAN MORROW

 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS  
HAROLD SCHUMM

THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE • CLUB #42 • ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 7150 • CHARTED 1912 • FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2014

Syracuse Rotary’s 2014-15 Foundation Grant Recipients
Seventeen Syracuse Area Organizations Will Receive $35,000 to Help  “Light The Way” for Youth 

Cathedral Academy at Pompei - $2000
To support upgrades to media center for students.

Crouse Health Foundation - $1500
To provide educational materials for children who visit 
Promptcare.

Diamondhead Foursquare Church - $1500
To pay for a new outhouse/toilet for an orphanage in Haiti. 

Girl Scouts of NYPENN - $1500
To help underwrite its anti-bullying Be a Friend First program.

Hospice Foundation - $1500
To support Camp Healing Hearts for hurting children.

InterFaith Works - $1500
To honor its groundbreaking "bridge building" work involving 
children and youth.

LeMoyne Elementary School - $6000
Our signature grant to supplement curriculum based field 
trips and upgrade technology relative to the Club's existing 
partnership with its first graders.

Literacy CNY - $1000
To enhance its Lending Library.

McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center - $3000
To support its High Five! child abuse prevention program.

MOST - $2000
To help underwrite its new interactive energy exhibit.

National Federation of the Blind of NY - $2000
To support Braille literacy summer camp for blind children.

PEACE, Inc. - $1500
To support Head Start/Early Head Start programs for parents 
and young children who recently arrived in the US.

Symphoria! - $2500
To support its innovative The Orchestra Sings program for 
grades 3-5.

Syracuse Area Landmark Theater - $2000
To support a series of family theater programs for under served 
children.

United Way Success by Six - $1500
To support the Salvation Army's annual Christmas Bureau gift 
distribution program.

Women's Opportunity Center - $2500
To provide work ready training for mothers and other low 
income women.

YMCA of Greater Syracuse - $1500
To support its Y Kids program for special needs children.

Santa to Arrive at Drumlins on December 5 ~ 12 Noon!
Santa Claus, North Pole - December 1

Here at the North Pole everyone is very 
busy getting prepared for Christmas 
Eve. The elves have been making lots 
of toys in the workshop, the reindeers 
are getting fit for their long journey and 
Mrs. Claus is making sure that we are 
all warm and cozy and have lots of nice 
things to eat on the way.
We have also been very busy getting 
ready for the groups of special needs 
children that are coming for lunch this 
Friday at Drumlins. My helper and lead 

present-wrapper, Mary Lou Thompson, 
has been keeping me up to date with the 
latest present requests from the kids. Ac-
companying me on this special trip will 
be Batman, Balloonman, Face-painter 
Princess, and a magician. Dick Ford will 
also be there, on the piano, with a couple 
of his students to sing holiday songs. I 
hope to see you there early to get a good 
seat with the kids and their teachers and 
counselors. 
In a tradition that began in 1918, the 
Syracuse City School District now sends 
groups of children from select elementa-

ry and special education schools to re-
ceive a personal gift from Santa Claus 
and have lunch with Rotarians. The five 
Elementary Schools participating this 
year are; McKinley-Brighton, Dr. King, 
McCarthy, Bellvue, and Seymour. Pres-
ident Jim said. “If you come to one or 
two meetings a year, make sure that you 
come to this one”. 
The festivities will be in place of our 
normally scheduled Friday club meeting 
and business. We will return with a reg-
ular meeting on December 12, 2014.  z
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Club Meetings

DECEMBER 5, 2014

DECEMBER 5
12:00 pm 

Annual Christmas Party

DECEMBER 12
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Oasis, Wendy Davenport

DECEMBER 19
11:00 am 

RCS Foundation Trustee Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting 
(Last one of 2014)

Program 
TBA

$10,210

P&C Campaign
as of 11/21/2014

GOAL

P&C Campaign Surges
P&C Committee

P&C Chair, Denny Baldwin, reports that already 19 
pledges totaling $4505 have been received in rela-
tion to this year's campaign, almost half the Club's 
$10,210 goal. That's a great start, Denny said, but 
as Robert Frost might say, we have miles to go be-
fore we sleep. Many thanks to those 19 individuals 
who have already given, but the Club needs about 32 
more gifts if we're going to achieve our other goal of 
100% membership participation. So if you haven't 
already, please take a moment to send in your gener-
ous pledge today to help  support this year's charita-
ble grants, a few of which Marylin Galimi shared at 
last Friday's meeting. More grants will be announced 
shortly, having been recently unanimously approved 
by both the Club and Foundation Boards. Also stay 
tuned for  news about a budding challenge gift being 
put together anonymously by some of your fellow 
Syracuse Rotarians.  z

RCS Scene & Herd Reboot
A Recap of the November 21 Rotary Club of Syracuse Meeting

Twas a cold day in Orangeland--and 
even a little cool in Drumlins, but like 
the weatherman, nothing deters Syr-
acuse Rotary from soldiering on with 
its time honored tradition of service 
above self.... Prez Jim rang the gavel 
at the appointed hour, led the Pledge, 
called on Brad for a patriotic song 
(My Country Tis of Thee was nicely 
in our range) and brought Rev. Vern to 
the podium for a “sit down” invocation 
featuring a Mr. Jones who remind-
ed us all that if you deposit enough 
happiness in your memory bank, it 
will serve you well as you age. The 
Prez then called our collective mem-
ory banks back to November 21, 1980 
when 350 million people tuned in to 
find out Who Shot JR. Anybody re-
member? 
Al Falcone was serenaded on the occa-
sion of his 39th (and counting) birth-
day. Brad then happily announced 
that he had a very good showing for 

the Club’s annual Salvation Army bell 
ringing at Shoppingtown on Decem-
ber 16, “as long as they all remember”, 
quipped he. Doug Smith introduced 
his guest, Amy Szczesniak, St. Joe’s 
Director of the Office of Patient Ex-
perience, and new Board member of 
Sarah’s Guesthouse, our program for 
the day. Celebrating his birthday, ven-
erable Al won the 50/50 right to draw 
the red queen but, alas, came up short 
with the 10 of spades--found 6th from 
the right (you had to be there....) leav-
ing PP Gary to rake in the cash. As 
Mary Lou circulated for Happy Dol-
lars, they were falling from the ceiling-
-among them: Bob Sargent wished us 
all a happy winter as he eagerly de-
parts to ski in Utah for the next several 
months; PP Gary put in a dollar be-
cause we didn’t get 6 feet of snow; and 
PP Dan Morrow was happy because 
his wife and daughter safely returned 
from a jaunt to sunny Orlando. >>

see SARAH’S page 3

Newly Elected 
Board of Directors
Will Serve 2015-16 Rotary Year

Alphabetical order:

Dennis Baldwin
Marylin Galimi

Vernon Lee
Charles Manro
Michael Masci
Bradley Strait

Mary Lou Thompson
The seven Directors-elect above, to-
gether with the four Directors hold-
ing over from 2014-15 and the current 
President, who shall automatically be-
come a three year Director upon ex-
iting office, shall convene as soon as 
possible for the purpose of electing a 
President, First Vice-President, Sec-
ond Vice-President, Secretary, Trea-
surer, and Sergeant-at-Arms for the 
ensuing year. The President, Secretary, 
and Sergeant-at-Arms need not be 
elected to the Board.  z
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<< Marylin Galimi made a fabulous pitch for our annual 
P&C campaign, sharing with the group the compelling sto-
ries of 3 of this year’s 17 grant recipients, each of which 
warrants our enthusiastic support for the good work they’re 
doing in our community. So, Marylin urged, please join the 
growing number of donors and make your generous pledge 
to the campaign now so Syracuse Rotary can, in turn, help 
worthy others.
Speaking of generosity, John Marsellus brought to this re-
porter’s attention that PP Dan Morrow has recently swelled 
the number of antique boats operated by the amazing An-
tique Boat Museum in Clayton by donating one of his gor-
geous crafts named Idyll Oaks. Thanks, Dan. Maybe we can 
arrange a Rotary ride on Idyll Oaks sometime next sum-
mer....
Linda Green, Executive Director of the Newland Center, 
one of our grant recipients last year, gave a moving report 
on how they utilized Rotary’s grant. She said they were able 
to serve over 200 students with literacy books, reminding 
us never to underestimate the power of a book. Proudly, she 
told us, 5 of their former students went on to college re-
cently.
Our program today featured Sarah’s Guesthouse (formerly 
Sarah’s House), a home away from home for relatives and 
friends of people needing hospital care in Syracuse. You’ve 
read about this terrific resource in last week’s Press, but Jen-
nifer Coman, Executive Director, was on hand to share with 
us how well the guesthouse has been received by guests and 
patients alike (99% guest satisfaction). It can accommodate 
up to 18 guests and studies have shown that the availability 
of the guesthouse generally results in better outcomes for 
those hospitalized. Another part of the good news is that 
they charge only $20 per night, although their costs amount 
to approximately $48 a day, funded entirely by private dona-
tions. Thanks, Jennifer, for sharing your moving story.
Remember, no meeting Thanksgiving Week, but please 
come on Friday December 5 to share annual Holiday fun 
with our kids and learn who prevails (among the two jolly 
candidates) as this year’s Santa.  z

Sarah’s Guesthouse: A Home Away From Home

This Week’s Birthday
MATTHEW “MATT” URAL
Birthday: December 6 
Joined RCS: 2012 
Building Management

Rotary Foundation Rises on 
Expert List of Top Nonprofits

www.rotary.org

The Rotary Foundation has continued its steady growth, 
moving up 35 spots to 85th in The Chronicle of Philanthro-
py’s annual ranking of the top 400 nonprofit organizations 
in the United States. The ranking is based on monetary con-
tributions from private sources and reflects the increasing 
generosity of those who support Rotary’s mission.
According to The Chronicle of Philanthropy, The Rotary 
Foundation received $239,576,000 in 2013, a 32.4 percent 
increase from the previous year.
“This clearly shows our members recognize the unparalleled 
value of giving to their Foundation,” says John Hewko, Ro-
tary’s general secretary.
The Foundation recently earned a 4-star rating from Char-
ity Navigator, the largest and most prestigious independent 
evaluator of nonprofits in the United States. In the 2013-
14 Rotary year, 92 percent of the Foundation’s expenditures 
were applied to programs, with only 6 percent spent on 
fundraising and 2 
percent on adminis-
trative expenses. The 
Foundation fund-
ed $23.5 million in 
district grants and 
$47.3 million in 
global grants.  z

BELL RINGING AT SHOPPINGTOWN 
TUESDAY • DECEMBER 16 • NEAR BIG RED KETTLE
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