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This Week: Jennifer Coman of Sarah's Guesthouse
E.D. to talk about lodging for people receiving medical care in CNY

Program Committee

Sarah’s Guest House provides lodging in a heal-
ing environment primarily for relatives and loved 
ones of adult patients seeking medical treatment 
outside their own community. It is the only resi-
dence of it’s kind in the Syracuse area.
Sarah House started as dream on a sunny neigh-
borhood stroll in the Summer of 1992, when 
Mary and Dick Keough encountered Father 
John Ahern of Most Holy Rosary church, who 
told them about a house belonging to the parish 
that needed a good use. Mary recalled the need 
her family had when her nephew, Billy Johnson, 
was hospitalized for a bone marrow transplant in 
New Hampshire. Her family had appreciated a 
“hospitality house” where they stayed during the 
many months of his procedure.
Billy became the driving force and inspiration 
behind Sarah House. Mary and Billy did the 
needs assessment, identifying the critical need 
for a local adult hospital hospitality house. Fa-
ther Ahern secured a $20,000 loan for renova-
tion and dozens of volunteers were recruited to 
assist with cleaning and decorating. Within a 
year, a very attractive, warm, and friendly “home 
away from home” was ready for its first guests.
In January 1994, Sarah House officially opened 
to the public. This four-bedroom colonial had 
rooms comfortably furnished with one or two 
beds, a television, dresser, and chairs. Eventhough 
it had only one and a half shared bathrooms, the 
dining and living rooms had beautiful old wood-
work and furniture that exuded comfort.
Tragically, on October 13, 1995, the inspiration 
for Sarah House, Billy, died at age 30 after eight 
years of battling leukemia. Yet his spirit pre-

vailed in the hospitality offered and the house 
grew and thrived under Mary’s leadership with 
a core of gracious volunteers. Over the years, 
requests and needs became clear for something 
larger, and various ideas were explored.
With an offer from Father Fred Mannara to 
renovate the Convent next door and use half of 
its space for a new Sarah House, another door 
opened. A group of contractors from Local 747 
of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 

Joiners offered to 
help in the ren-
ovation of both 
sections and 
the old building 
took on a new 
life. Through the 
generosity of this 
group, addition-
al related unions 
and professionals, 
and again dozens 
of volunteers, the 
new and great-

ly expanded Sarah House was re-dedicated in 
September 2005.
Jennifer Coman is the Executive Director of 
Sarah’s Guest House, formerly Sarah House. 
Before taking over for the founding director in 
2010, Jen worked as an intake coordinator at St 
Joseph’s Children’s Outpatient Mental Health 
Clinic. 
Prior to making the switch to human services, 
she was the Financial Operations Manager for a 
chain of restaurants.   
Jen currently lives in the Strathmore section of 
Syracuse with her husband Tom. z

see TIME page 2
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Newland Center

NO CLUB MEETING NEXT WEEK: NOVEMBER 28
BELL RINGING AT SHOPPINGTOWN 
TUESDAY • DECEMBER 16 • SEE BRAD

Jennifer Coman of Syracuse’s 
Sarah’s Guesthouse.

$10,210

P&C Campaign
as of 11/14/2014

GOAL

A Good Start 
for 2014 P&C 

Campaign
P&C Committee
P&C Chair Denny Bald-
win reports that our an-
nual fund raising cam-
paign to support worthy 
charitable efforts in the 
community is off to a 
good start, with almost 
$2000 pledged through 
November 14. The goal 
this year is $10,210 with 
100% member partici-
pation. The Club’s sig-
nature grant of $6000 to 
LeMoyne Elementary 
School has already been 
announced. It will sup-
port our existing part-



THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE ROTARY PRESS

Syracuse Rotarians Visit McKinley-Brighton
Bright eyes and silly grins greet our contingent of hungry adults

President Jim

Wednesday the 12th was cold and 
gray with a November windchill in the 
air that made you want to crawl back 
under the covers. It’s way too early to 
to deal with weather like that. So, it 
warmed us all to visit a room full of 
young kids who were eager to share 
their morning routine with a bunch of 
strangers that had invaded their class-
room at McKinley-Brighton Elemen-
tary School on Syracuse’s south side. 
Thier kid-size tables were covered in 
red paper and equipped with the pre-
requisite paper plates, plastic utensils 
and paper napkins for a breakfast-time 
chat session with Syracuse Rotary’s 
best and brightest. 
We arrived close to the designated 
time of 9:15, in time to catch the end 
of teacher Jennifer Homeyer’s reading 
circle with all fifteen kids sitting on 
the floor - legs-crossed-applesauce.
Marilyn Galimi found herself sitting 
at a corner table with three young 

men, one who asked her, “Why are 
you here?”
Later, Jim Gladziszewski was en-
grossed in a conversation with an 8 
year-old who filled him in on the 
reality these kids live in and the real 
threat that gangs pose to to the youth 
of inner-city neighborhoods. It is im-
peritive that you speak to Jim and have 
him tell you about the startling con-
versation he had with that youngster.
Mary Lou Thompson, who planned 
the brakfast meeting was also in at-
tendance as was Pat Spadafora who 
made his presence known by spelling: 
P-A-T with the magnetic letters on a 
wall in the classroom. Way to go, Pat!
I sat down across from a shy, little girl, 
named Olivia, as her eyes darted all 
over the room watching the activity 
around her. When she finally made 
eye contact with me, she smiled and 
looked down at the table, as most kids 
would do. As the morning progressed, 
she did open up a little and eventually 

had a permanent smile plastered 
on her cute little face.
I don’t know for sure what 
home-life is like for Olivia, or 
any of the kids at McKinley, but, 
I do know how lucky my kids 
are to belong to a loving, car-
ing family that will nurture and 
teach them as they grow into 
beautiful, respectful people.  z

Club Meetings

NOVEMBER 21, 2014

NEW COMMITTTEE FORMED
The “Light Up LeMoyne” Committee 
had been formed. Stay tuned...
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NOVEMBER 21
11:00 am 

Combined RCS Board & Foundation 
Board Meeting with P&C Committee 

(Time will be used efficiently during this 
joint meeting. Keep reports brief)

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Sarah’s Guesthouse’s 

Executive Director Jennifer Coman

Grant Update: 
Newland Center

NOVEMBER 28
NO ROTARY CLUB MEETING 

Happy Thanksgiving!

DECEMBER 5
12:00 pm 

Annual Christmas Party

DECEMBER 12
11:00 am 

RCS Board of Directors Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Oasis, Wendy Davenport

Time to Pledge

A COMBINED RCS BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
AND FOUNDATION TRUSTEE MEETING 

11:00 AM • FRIDAY • NOVEMBER 21

nership with first graders at LeMoyne 
Elementary by supplementing curric-
ulum based field trips and enhancing 
computer technology. President Jim has 
already formed a committee to oversee 
that partnership including the utilization 
of the grant which is payable over 4 years. 
More grants will be announced soon, so 
please don’t delay--join the band wagon 
by pledging your generous support to 
this year’s campaign now.  z


