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Robert William Service ( January 
16, 1874 – September 11, 1958) was 
a British-Canadian poet and writer 
who has often been called "the Bard 
of the Yukon". He is best known for 
his poems "The Shooting of Dan Mc-
Grew" and "The Cremation of Sam 
McGee", from his first book, Songs of 
a Sourdough. His vivid descriptions of 
the Yukon and its people made it seem 
that he was a veteran of the Klondike 
gold rush, instead of the late-arriving 
bank clerk he actually was. "These humorous tales in verse 
were considered doggerel by the literary set, yet remain ex-
tremely popular to this day." z

This Week’s Program: The Yukon & The Klondike
 A Historical  Snapshot at the time of the Goldrush, by Charlie Manro

Program Committee

In the last quarter of the 1800’s, 30,000 headed for the Klon-
dike. Less than 3000 made it to Dawson City, the “jumping 
off point” for the gold fields. Dawson City, whose streets are 
unpaved to this day, had fewer than 500 inhabitants. How-
ever, these few provided the legend behind the Gold Rush. 
Thus, for only 10 or so years, the Yukon and the Klondike 
rivaled the old Wild West. We will see this lawless period 
through the eyes of Robert Service.  
Charlie Manro joined Syracuse Rotary in 1982 and has 
served the club in many capacities since then, including 
Club President in 2011 and President of the Syracuse Rota-
ry Foundation.

WE MEET IN ARE USUAL SPOT THIS WEEK 

THE ONONDAGA ROOM

This Week’s Birthday
DR. ROBERT (DR. BOB) 
LAUBACH
Birthday: October 25 
Joined RCS:  September 1979 
Education, Literacy Education

Charlie is the second from left.

Dawson City today.

Robert Service
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Scene and Heard - Reboot
A Recap of the October 17 Club Meeting

Anonymous contributor

Prez Jim rang the gathering bell in the 
University Room (former Member’s 
Lounge) on a sunny Syracuse day, per-
haps a good omen for tomorrow’s SU 
vs. Wake Forest (make or break) foot-
ball game (Footnote: SU happily won 
by a big margin!). 
There was a good convivial group of 
about 25 in attendance. Brad led us 
in a rousing rendition of America the 
Beautiful, followed by an invocation 
from Vern Lee, observing in essence 
we have much to be thankful for. There 
were no visiting Rotarians today so we 
wished a happy birthday to Ray Leach 
and Chuck Darrow (who couldn’t stay 
for the meeting but was serenaded ear-
lier in the day by the Foundation Board 
to which he gave his periodic invest-
ment report).
Brad reminded us of the outing he’s 
organized to the Symphoria concert 
tomorrow evening featuring Brahms 
great Piano Concerto No. 2, with 
dinner preceding at Alfa’s, the pre-
mier restaurant owned and operated 
by Al Falcone’s daughter, Alexandra 
(Another footnote: The Symphoria 
concert--especially the Brahms con-
certo--was brilliant). Brad also sought 
support from Club members for the 

annual Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
effort in early December.--stay tuned.
Volker and our guest, Michael Jones, 
took home the dough in the 50/50, 
while many kicked in for Happy Dol-
lars, including Jim Glad who with wife 
Sally are eagerly anticipating the arrival 
of a new grand child.
On another happy note, Treasurer Dan 
Morrow reminded us that although 
annual dues are due, he’s doing his best 
to head off Guido the Enforcer.
ESF grad Harry Schumm introduced 
our speaker, Michael Jones, a graduate 
student at ESF whose focus is on the 
invasive wood boring insect named the 
emerald ash borer. Michael gave us a 
sobering report on the spread of this 
vicious insect and the work being done 
to identify the areas in danger and mit-
igate the risk. Syracuse was hit with the 
emerald ash borer for the first time last 
year, and it’s only likely to get worse. 
This past week’s Press contained a good 
summary of the emerald ash borer sto-
ry for those looking to be refreshed on 
more detail. In the meantime, Michael 
suggests that we all look out for signs 
of this most unwelcomed critter in our 
local ash trees and report any issues to  
ESF.  z

Club Meetings

OCTOBER 24, 2014

• There are 336 dimples on a regulation golf ball.
• The Declaration of Independence was written on hemp paper.
• Napoleon constructed his battle plans in a sandbox.
• The pitches that Babe Ruth hit for his last-ever homerun and that Joe 

DiMaggio hit for his first-ever homerun where thrown by the same man.
• John Lennon’s first girlfriend was named Thelma Pickles.
• The average person falls asleep in seven minutes (not during a Rotary program).

NOTICE
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FRIDAY • NOVEMBER 7 • 12:30 • NO PROGRAM
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OCTOBER 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
The Yukon & The Klondike 
A Historical  Snapshot at 
the time of he Goldrush 

by Charlie Manro

OCTOBER 31
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Jean Anastasio & David Perry, 

“The Teaching Book”

NOVEMBER 7
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
RCS Club Assembly 

No scheduled speaker

NOVEMBER 14
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meetings

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Grant Update: 
Dianne Penning from 
Learning Disabilities

Program: 
To be announced


