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This Week’s Program: The Emerald Ash Borer
Michael Jones, Forest Pest Specialist and Graduate Student at SUNY ESF

Program Committee

The emerald ash borer (Agrilus 
planipennis) is a green beetle 
native to Asia and Eastern Rus-
sia. Outside its native region, 
the emerald ash borer (also re-
ferred to as EAB) is an invasive 
species, and emerald ash borer 
infestation is highly destructive 
to ash trees in its introduced 
range. The emerald ash borer 
was first discovered in the U.S. 
in June 2002 in Michigan. It 
was accidentally brought to America in the ash wood which 
was used to stabilize crates when shipping.

Adult beetles are typical-
ly bright metallic green and 
about 8.5 millimeters long 
and 1.6 millimeters wide. 
Underneath the elytra, the 
upper side of the abdomen is 
coppery-red, which is a dis-
tinctive feature of the species. 
After emergence, adults feed 
for one week on ash leaves 
in the canopy before mating, 
but cause little defoliation in 
the process. A typical female 
can live around six weeks and 

lay approximately 40–70 eggs, but females that live longer 
can lay up to 200 eggs.
Eggs are deposited between bark crevices, flakes, or cracks 
and hatch about two weeks later. Eggs are approximately 
0.6 to 1.0 millimeter in diameter, and are initially white, but 
later turn reddish-brown if fertile. After hatching, larvae 

chew through the bark to the 
phloem and cambium where 
they feed and develop. To exit 
the tree, adults chew holes from 
their chamber through the bark, 
which leaves a characteristic 
D-shaped exit hole. Immature 
larvae can overwinter in their 
larval gallery, but can require an 
additional summer of feeding 
before emerging as adults the 
following spring
Michael Jones attended the 

University of California, Davis and graduated in 2010 with 
a B.S. in Environmental Biology and Management. Michael 
is now a graduate student at State University of New York, 
Environmental Science & Forestry and his research is on the 
distribution and dispersal of the invasive wood boring insect 
the emerald ash borer (EAB).
A large component of his work involves collecting EAB in-
fested ash material to determine how long trees in the Syra-
cuse area have been infested. z

AGAIN, THIS WEEK WE WILL MEET IN 

THE UNIVERSITY ROOM

This Week’s Birthdays
RAMON “RAY” LEACH
Birthday: October 17 
Joined RCS:  May 1974 
Senior Active

CHARLES “CHUCK” DARROW
Birthday: October 17 
Joined RCS:  October 2002 
Consulting, Financial Planner
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Scene and Heard - Reboot
A Recap of the October 10 Club Meeting

J. Morrow, contributor

A larger-than-normal turn out gath-
ered in the University Room at Drum-
lins for another Syracuse Rotary meet-
ing. The bell was rung by President 
Morrow at 12:30 to bring the room 
to order and officially start our weekly 
meeting.
After the Pledge of Allegiance and pa-
triotic song, Gary Wilson gave a mov-
ing invocation in the form of a tribute, 
of sorts. Gary, his wife and other mem-
bers of their church, Robinson Memorial 
Presbyterian, have made several trips to 
Uganda on missions to help families in 
need in the African country. While on 
their latest mission in July of this year, 
they finished construction on a house 
for a family with eight children. As you 
can imagine, on a trip like this, emotion-
al bonds and relationships develop and, 
before long, the people you are there to 
help become like family. So, it was with 
a heavy heart that Gary gave the news 
of the death of one of the eight children, 
an eleven-year-old boy, who had very re-
cently died from Malaria. Your Rotary 
Club was very moved and, if I may say, 
very sorry for your loss, Gary.
A new deck of cards was unwrapped, 
shuffled and fanned out for the 50-50 
while Mary Lou announced that the 
last deck, brand-new with only one 
card missing, had to be thrown out last 

week. She also collected several Happy 
Dollars from a few happy people.
Moving on, Harry Schumm announced 
a visiting Rotarian by the name of 
Richard Ford, who was in the room to 
give a short presentation on his Signa-
ture Music organization and the grant 
they received from our Foundation.
Mr. Ford talked about why it is so im-
portant to help the kids he has assist-
ed over the years. Historically, music 
education outside of a school setting 
was limited to families who had the re-
sources to send their children to private 
lessons which ultimately left the kids 
in families of low incomes without the 
possibility of music being a path after 
high school. 
Following Signature’s update, we had 
Linda Cleary, the Executive Direc-
tor  of McMahon/Ryan Child Advo-
cacy Center. She gave us an overview 
of the vital and expanding need in our 
community for the services her organi-
zation offers. Co-tenants within their 
building with other agencies that are 
critical to their mission, McMahon/
Ryan has counseling, social services 
and a liaison to law enforcement and 
the District Attorney all within reach. 
Next week we will be in the same room 
at the same time. See you Friday!  z
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• Soldiers from every country salute with their right hand. 
• Moisture, not air, causes Superglue to dry. 
• Charles Lindbergh took only four sandwiches with him on his famous 

transatlantic flight. 
• Sarsaparilla is the root that flavors root beer. 
• The U.S. Mint in Denver, Colorado is the only mint that marks its pennies. 
• A full moon always rises at sunset.

www.syracuserotary.org  |  James Morrow, editor Syracuse Rotary Press  |   rotarypress@twcny.rr.com

OCTOBER 17
11:00 am 

Foundation Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Michael Jone: Emerald Ash Borer

1:30 pm 
P&C Committee 

Grant Evaluation Meeting

OCTOBER 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
To be announced

OCTOBER 31
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Jean Anastasio, 

“The Teaching Book”

NOVEMBER 7
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
RCS Club Assembly

NOVEMBER 14
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meetings

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

 District 7150 Foundation Brunch
The Annual District 7150 Foundation Brunch will 
be held on Sunday, November 2nd at Traditions at 
the Links at Erie Village, from 1:00 - 3:00 pm. The 
buffet cost is $25.00. This is an excellent opportu-

nity to join with fellow 7150 District Rotarians and 
celebrate the Rotary Foundation. You can register 
and pay on the District Website, or contact Jenny 
Doane at Jennyames47@gmail.com.
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