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This Week’s Program: Linda Cleary
Executive Director of McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center

Program Committee

McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy Center co-
ordinates and provides services and support 
to meet the needs of child victims of sexual or 
physical abuse and their families at a single, 
safe, child-friendly facility. The organization 
advocates on behalf of abused children by re-
ducing trauma, increasing accountability, fos-
tering healing, and promoting education and 
awareness to the community. Friday’s presen-
tation will share the impact child abuse has 
on our community, some staggering statistics, 
and how every adult can help protect the chil-
dren in our community. 
In 1998, members of the McMahon and 
Ryan families of Syracuse, began working with members of 
the Child Abuse Management Team (professionals involved 
with child abuse efforts). A needs assessment led by Martha 
Ryan and Dr. Ann Botash concluded that the creation of 
a facility that focused on child abuse issues was a critical 
need in the community. The McMahon/Ryan Child Advo-
cacy Site was incorporated in December of 1998 and offi-
cially opened its doors in April 2002, during National Child 
Abuse Awareness Month. The first site, located in a vintage 
1860s house, was donated by McMahon and Ryan family 

members. Since then, McMahon/Ryan has 
achieved its initial goals in meeting a critical 
community need.
In June, 2011, the organization moved and 
co-located with partnering agencies with 
more than 60 professionals engaged in pre-
venting child abuse. During the first year after 
opening the doors at 601 E. Genesee Street, 
the center came to the rescuse of over 1,600 
abused children. Since then, they have estab-
lished the region’s premier Child Advocacy 
Center while managing a staggering 433-per-
cent increase in the services they provide. 
The Child Advocacy Center, a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization, uses a multidisci-

plinary model to help children. Our guest, Linda Cleary, will 
share how this effective model works.
Linda, the Executive Director, most recently served as Ex-
ecutive Director of the Children’s Consortium in Syracuse. 
Prior to that, she was Director of Youth and Parent Pro-
gramming for the Prevention Network.
Cleary replaced Julie Cecile, who served as executive director 
for five years, before she was seated to the Onondaga Coun-
ty Family Court bench in 2013.  z

A NEW DECK OF CARDS, AGAIN!
THE QUEEN OF HEARTS WAS FOUND LAST 

FRIDAYSO WE’LL RESHUFFLE AND START AGAIN.

RCS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

11:00 AM • OCTOBER 10

Linda Cleary, Executive Director

THIS WEEK WE WILL MEET IN 

THE UNIVERSITY ROOM 
(FORMERLY THE MEMBERS LOUNGE)

:(  NO BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

GRANT UPDATE PRESENTATION 
SIGNATURE MUSIC | FRIDAY • OCTOBER 10

Dick Ford and his Sig-
nature Music organi-
zation will visit on Fr-
day to present our club 
with an update since 
receiving their grant 
for $1500 back in 
March for Summner 
Camper Scholarships.
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Scene and Heard - Reboot
A Recap of the October 3 Club Meeting

J. Morrow, contributor
Our Friday meeting on October 3 
was brought to order by President Jim 
promptly at 12:30 after a delicious lunch 
was served by Pascale’s of Drumlins. All 
who attended managed to find a place 
setting, set out by the always attentive 
Maryanne, and eventually engaged in 
conversation with fellow Rotarians and 
visitors. A great turnout!
A busy agenda kept everyone’s attention 
for the duration of the weekly meeting, 
kicking off with the usual Pledge to the 
Flag and patriotic song, led by croon-
er, Dan Morrow, in place of the absent 
Brad Strait. Moving on, Vernon Lee of-
fered an invocation that incorporated, 
among other things, the four way test, 
and Harry introduced Bernie Bregman 
as a visiting Rotarian from the DeWitt 
club. We learned that 19 years to the date 
prior, OJ Simpson was ac-
quitted while 140 million 
Americans listened on ra-
dio and watched on TV, 
concluding a 252 day trial 
– and 6 years to the date 
ago (13 years later), he was 
sentenced to 33 years in 
prison for crimes includ-
ing kidnapping and armed 
robbery.
The 50-50 drawing started 
out with winner number 
one opting for the $5 prize, 
leaving the chance for the 
Queen of Hearts to the 
number two. With 51 cards of 52 left in 
the pile, the red queen was revealed with 
the skill and dexterity of none other than 
your President, Jim Morrow! Just imag-
ine the difficulty of such a feat! All the 
cards were face-down and mixed up pret-
ty good, too.
Led by membership chair, Peter Seiffert, 
a happy occasion was next on the agenda 

in the form of an induction ceremony for 
new member, Tom Kazmierczak. Tom’s 
membership sponsor, Mike Masci, was 
also a part of the ceremony and he told 
us how he knew the Executive Director 
of our beloved Landmark Theater would 
be a great addition to our club. Before 
being released back to his seat, Tom was 
presented with a new Rotary wheel lapel 
pin by President Jim. Welcome, Tom and 
thank you, Mike!
We were then re-introduced to Sam 
Rowser from OnPoint for College for 
an update on his organization since re-
ceiving a $1000 grant from our Club in 
March 2014. The number of people that 
have directly benefitted from the services 
that OnPoint offers is truly amazing. In 
the last 15 years, close to 4,600 first-gen-
eration youth have either graduated from 
or are currently enrolled in colleges across 
New York State because of the help from 

OnPoint. 
Our featured speak-
er was then bare-
ly introduced by 
President Jim and 
welcomed warm-
ly before he began 
his remarks. Wayne 
O’Connor of Hill-
side Work-Study 
Program heads up 
the organization 
that provides inten-
sive assistance to 
students in the Syra-

cuse City School Dis-
trict. By showing us case studies that pro-
filed the success of the Hillside program, 
he put a face on the circumstances that 
students sometimes find themselves, with 
very little hope of graduating from high 
school. He told us about an 18 year-old 
girl that had a strong desire to finish high 
school. She also had an infant daughter 
that demanded her time and attention, 

putting tremendous strain on the young 
woman who ultimately found herself in 
the bad situation of having to drop out 
of high school. One-on-one tutoring and 
counseling from Wayne, himself, set this 
young lady on a positive trajectory and 
she eventually accomplished her goal; 
graduating and receiving her high school 
diploma.
Next week we will meet the Executive 
Director of the McMahon/Ryan Child 
Advocacy Center, Linda Cleary. See you 
then and bring a guest. The food is great!  
z
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OCTOBER 17
11:00 am 

Foundation Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Emerald Ash Borer

1:30 pm 
P&C Committee 

Grant Evaluation Meeting

OCTOBER 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Community Service Awards presented 

by Charlie Manro and 
The Rotary Club of Syracuse

OCTOBER 31
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Jean Anastasio, 

“The Teaching Book”

NOVEMBER 7
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
RCS Club Assembly 

No speaker or presentation.

Jim Morrow & Wayne O’Cconnor.

T.V.B. - tout va bien- all is well
The hundreds of chestnut trees have shed their chestnuts all over Paris while preparing for winter's hibernation. I have been 
told that France has 365 varieties of cheese one for every day of the year. My favorites remain camembert and rocquefort.  
Two things you will not find in grocery stores - tootsie rolls and cranberries. A bientot.  ~  Dr. Al Falcone


