
PRESIDENT 
JAMES C. MORROW

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
ROBERT SHERBURNE

SECRETARY 
RAMON LEACH

TREASURER 
DAN MORROW

 SERGEANT-AT-ARMS  
HAROLD SCHUMM

THE ROTARY CLUB OF SYRACUSE • CLUB #42 • ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 7150 • CHARTED 1912 • FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2014

This Week’s Program: Hillside Work-Scholarship Connection
Executive Director, Wayne O’Connor

Hillside Work-Scholarship Connection (HW-SC) is a na-
tionally recognized drop-out prevention program that helps 
at-risk youth who are living in poverty to graduate from 
high school. HW-SC supports approximately 1,000 young 
people in the Syracuse city school district. They also work 
with an additional 60 students at Rome Free Academy.

Students who are in danger 
of dropping out of school are 
paired with a youth advocate, 
a professional, full-time men-
tor. These year-round, school-
based mentors work with 
students 24/7 to address their 
individual needs and the ob-
stacles impeding their success. 
HW-SC partners with fam-
ily members, teachers, school 
counselors, community agen-
cies and other adults to pro-
vide a coordinated framework 
of supports for each student. 

As Executive Director for Hillside Work-Scholarship Con-
nection, Wayne O’Connor heads up the ever-growing pro-
gram which provides intensive help to students in the Syra-
cuse City school district, who are at risk of dropping out of 
school without outside support.  z

Friday: New Club Member Induction
Membership Committee

Please welcome Thomas T. Kazmierczak 
III as the newest member of The Rotary 
Club of Syracuse. Tom is an award win-
ning Executive Director that has over 
twenty years of arts administrative expe-
rience. His classification will be “Execu-
tive Director, Theater”.
He has served as the Executive Director 
for The Syracuse Area Landmark Theatre 
since 2012, as the Executive Director of 
The Sandusky State Theatre for over 5 

years, and The Lancaster New York Op-
era House for over ten years. Tom has 
his Master of Arts in Theatre Education 
and a concentration in Arts Management 
from Emerson College of Boston. He also 
earned Bachelor’s Degrees in Psychology 
and Theatre from SUNY College at Buf-
falo. Tom also studied theatre at Queen 
Margaret’s College of Scotland. 
Tom will be Mike Masci’s second mem-
ber sponsorship since he joined Syracuse 
Rotary in 2012. Congratualtions, Mike, 
and keep up the good work!  z

Wayne O'Connor, executive director of the Hillside Work-Scholarship 
Connection in Syracuse, stands in the lobby of the Phoenix Center, 
101 East Ave., last year. (David Lassman | dlassman@syracuse.com)

2013 graduates from Fowler 
High School.
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:(  NO BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

OCTOBER 3, 2014

• The names of all the continents end with the same letter that they start with.
• There is a word in the English language with only one vowel, which occurs six 

times: Indivisibility. 
• The dome on Monticello, Thomas Jefferson’s home, conceals a billiards room. 

In Jefferson’s day, billiards were illegal in Virginia. 
• Betsy Ross was born with a fully formed set of teeth.

OCTOBER 3
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Wayne O’Connor, 

Hillside Work Study Program

OCTOBER 10
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Linda Cleary, 

McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy 

OCTOBER 17
11:00 am 

Foundation Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

1:30 pm 
P&C Committee 

Grant Evaluation Meeting

OCTOBER 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Community Service Awards 

presented by Charlie Manro and 
The Rotary Club of Syracuse

Scene and Heard - Reboot
A Recap of Last Week’s Club Meeting

Anonymous Staff Writer

What a gorgeous fall day. And a good day 
inside at Drumlins as well, with lots of 
lively kibitzing before Prez Jim brought 
down the gavel. 
With a doff of his hat to Derek Jeter’s 
amazing career and final game at Yan-
kee Stadium, Brad said he had in mind 
Yankee Doodle Dandy, but wary of the 
words, choose Take Me Out to the Ball-
game to celebrate the great shortstop. 
Bob Sherburne’s invocation--timely and 
thoughtful--was followed by the week-
ly 50/50 handled by ever helpful Mary 
Lou Thompson. Appropriately, our guest 
speaker, Catherine James (on advice from 
the gallery) choose the $5 rather than 
hunt for the Red Queen, while Mike 
Masci (ironically seated next to Cather-
ine) took second prize. Lots of Happy 
Dollars again including one from Mary 
Lou who reported that her grandchild 
was victim of that difficult virus going 
around but is now doing fine.
Brad pitched the not-to-be missed Sym-
phoria concert on October 18, urging a 
good showing of Rotarians, with dinner 
preceding at Alfa’s. Prez Jim followed up 
with an endorsement of LiteracyCNY’s 
Scrabble Mania, asking if we should  
sponsor a table for $500 (perhaps from 
the 50/50 fund) to send our own table of 
eight players to the tournament.
Syracuse Grows is an all volunteer inno-
vative program here in Syracuse estab-

lished in 2008 to build and support com-
munity gardens to assure that healthy 
produce is available for all who may need 
it. Syracuse Grows is also one of Syra-
cuse Rotary’s grantees last year. So Sarah 
Brown, Board chairwoman of Syracuse 
Grows, was on hand to update us about 
how they’ve utilized our grant to update 
their web site. Currently working with 
various partners, Syracuse Grows sup-
ports 17 local community gardens, each 
being autonomous as to who benefits 
from their produce.
Our speaker, Catherine James, CEO of 
the Alzheimer’s Association, Central New 
York Chapter, was introduced by Mike 
Masci. Catherine told us that the AA is 
the only organization in the region ded-
icated to the elimination of Alzheimer’s 
disease and the support of individuals 
who have been diagnosed. Their laudable 
goal and vision is a world without Alz-
heimer’s. Catherine said that the annual 
Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s is the world’s largest event 
to raise awareness and funds for Alzhei-
mer’s care, support and research, and it’s 
coming up this coming Saturday, Octo-
ber 4, at Long 
Branch Park, 
so please con-
sider walking 
for this very 
good cause 
and get some 
exercise to 
boot!.  z
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GRANT UPDATE PRESENTATION 
SYRACUSE GROWS | FRIDAY • OCTOBER 3

OnPoint for College 
will join us to present an 
update on their organi-
zation since receiving 
a $1000 grant back in 
March of 2014 for their 
Campus Tour Project.


