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Scene and Heard - Reboot
A Recap of Last Week’s Club Meeting

Anonymous Staff Writer

Music was in the air as Prez Jim brought down the gavel 
on another edition of Syracuse Rotary--quite appropriate 
as our guest speaker today was Catherine Underhill, the 
dynamic and engaging Managing Director of the 1 year 
old Symphoria.
Following the pledge Brad Strait rose to the occasion 
again to lead us in a rousing rendition of God Bless America, 
prompting the Prez to say,  sotto voce, "not bad, not bad at 
all".
Speaking from the floor, Bob Pickett gave the invocation, 

This Week’s Program: Catherine James
CEO, The Alzheimer’s Association, Central New York Chapter

The Program Committee  

The Alzheimer’s Association, Central 
New York Chapter is the only organi-
zation in the region dedicated to the 
elimination of Alzheimer’s disease 
and the support of individuals who 
have been diagnosed. Their mission 
is to eliminate Alzheimer’s disease 
through the advancement of research; 
to provide and enhance care and sup-
port for all affected; and to reduce the 
risk of dementia through the promo-
tion of brain health. Their vision is a 

world without Alzheimer’s disease. The Central New York 
Chapter is one of over 70 Alzheimer’s Association chapters 
serving communities across the United States.
The Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End Alzheimer’s is the 
world’s largest event to raise awareness and funds for Alzhei-
mer’s care, support and research. Held annually in more than 
600 communities nationwide, this inspiring event calls on 

participants of all ages and abilities to reclaim the future for 
over 5 million Americans that have Alzheimer’s.That num-
ber is expected to grow to as many as 16 million by 2050.   
Cathy James, CEO of the Central New York chapter since 
2006 and our guest on Friday has said, “(The walk) in and of 
itself is like a support group. 
We have people that come 
back year after year.”
Cathy has organized her 
own team of walkers called 
“Cathy’s Crusaders” who 
are participating in the Syr-
acuse event on October 4 in 
Long Branch Park. As of 
press time, the local version 
of the walk has raised 40% 
of their $175,000 goal.
Our future is at risk unless 
we can find a way to change 
the course of this disease.  z

GRANT UPDATE PRESENTATION 
SYRACUSE GROWS | FRIDAY • SEPTEMBER 26

Sarah Brown from Syracuse 
Grows will join us and present 
the update. Pictured is not Sar-
ah, but Evan Weissman, Board 
Secratary, who had the honor 
of shaking past-President Wil-
son’s hand and receivce a check 
for $1500 in March of 2014.

see UNDERHILL: page 2

Cathy James, CEO

A NEW DECK OF CARDS THIS WEEK
BOB PICKETT FOUND THE QUEEN OF HEARTS 
LAST WEEK SO WE’LL RESHUFFLE AND START 
AGAIN THIS WEEK. CONGRATULATIONS, BOB!

The Syracuse Walk is October 4.
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• Babies are born without knee caps. They don’t appear until 2-6 years of age.
• The highest point in Pennsylvania is lower than the lowest point in Colorado.
• Ethernet is a registered trademark of Xerox.
• Unix is a registered trademark of AT&T.
• Michael Jordan makes more money from Nike annually than all of the Nike 

factory workers in Malaysia combined.

Underhill: “drinking from fire hose...”
from page 1

SEPTEMBER 26
11:00 am 

Foundation Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Catherine James, 

Alzheimer’s Association

OCTOBER 3
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Wayne O’Connor, 

Hillside Work Study Program

OCTOBER 10
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Linda Cleary, 

McMahon/Ryan Child Advocacy 

OCTOBER 17
11:00 am 

Foundation Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

1:30 pm 
P&C Committee 

Grant Evaluation Meeting

OCTOBER 24
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Community Service Awards 

presented by Charlie Manro and 
The Rotary Club of Syracuse

SEND YOUR PROGRAM IDEAS TO: 
ROTARYPRESS@TWCNY.RR.COM

cleverly using the contrast between an-
nual vs. perennial flowers to suggest that 
while we relish in our older members, 
we need to attend to growing new and 
younger members if we are to continue 
to succeed in rendering our time honored 
service above self.
And speaking of perennial, long time 
member, Bob Laubach, was on hand to 
present the Club with the flag of the 
Dubai Rotary Club. Wel-
come back, Bob. Hope you 
will be able to grace our 
meetings for a long time 
to come.
Taking advantage of the 
music in the air, par ex-
cellence outing organiz-
er, Brad Strait, reminded 
us all of the upcoming 
Symphoria concert on 
Saturday, October 18 for 
which he is taking reser-
vations. Brad promises a 
warm and collegial eve-
ning, with dinner at Alfa's to proceed 
the concert which features one of Brad's 
favorites--the magnificent Brahms Pia-
no Concerto No. 1 to be performed by 
Van Cliburn Gold Medalist pianist, Al-
exander Kobrin. So get your reservations 
in early and join the fun. Brad also re-
minded us that the Community Service 
Committee is looking for nominations of 
worthy individuals for the awards cere-
mony scheduled for October 24.
Invocator Bob Pickett drew the winning 
Red Queen and pocketed $17,000--just 
kidding says the Prez who's always ready 
with a quick quip. Happy Dollars drew 
one from Pat Spadafora who, with the 
lovely Laura, is celebrating 61 years of 

marriage and another from Volker Weiss 
who was celebrating his successful release 
from the claws of a da Vinci robot and 
his return to good health.
Our speaker, Catherine Underhill, then 
took the podium to share her excitement 
about the 1 year anniversary of Sympho-
ria, successor to the old (rest in peace) 
Syracuse Symphony and one of Central 
New York's great cultural resources. So 

many things (almost all 
good) have been going on 
with Symphoria over the 
past year that Catherine 
said it felt like "drinking 
from a fire hose". She 
reminded us that Sym-
phoria is only one of 2 
orchestras in the county 
which feature the coop 
local musician owned 
and operated model and 
that so far the model 
seems to be working, al-
though there are many 
challenges ahead, not the 

least of which is proper funding, given 
that just slightly less than half of its 1.7 
million dollar budget comes from ticket 
sales. Catherine said that Symphoria is 
trying to keep to the forefront a num-
ber of objectives as they move forward 
including being friendly, welcoming and 
warm, along with being more respon-
sive and nimble. In closing she urged us 
to support the musicians by attending 
at least one of the upcoming concerts 
among an array of venues including the 
Masterpiece Series, the Pops, Sunday 
afternoon at St. Paul's, the Sparks series 
featuring different locales and the Satur-
day morning Family series. To that this 
writer says, amen.  z

President Jim Morrow along with 
Symphoria’s Catherine Underhill at 
last Friday’s Club meeting.
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