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School Supplies to Arrive at City’s LeMoyne Elementary
by James Morrow, President

The kick-off for our club’s endeavor 
to support students in a city elemen-
tary school is under-way. Mary Lou 
Thompson, armed with an explicitly 
specific list of school supplies, went 
shopping for the loot to go into the 
kits that we assembled for the first 
graders at LeMoyne Elementary, on 
the city’s northside. 
On Tuesday, we sat down with the 
principal of LeMoyne to map out 

a strategy for an informal mentoring 
program between Syracuse Rotary and 
the elemntary school. Jason Armstrong, 
who became the school’s principal over 
the summer, was very receptive to the 
idea of Rotarians playing an active role 
in the lives of his first graders and the 
possibility of an ongoing relationship 
with our club. Only time will tell.
Mary Lou and I are scheduled to deliv-
er the first shipment of school supplies 
directly to the first grade teachers on 
Thursday afternoon. More to come.   z

This Week’s Program: Tim Bond of Syracuse Stage
from The Program Committee  

Timothy Bond is the producing artistic director of Syracuse 
Stage and the Syracuse University Department of Drama. 
For Syracuse Stage he has directed The Whipping Man, 
August Wilson’s Two Trains Running, The Brothers Size, 
The Boys Next Door, Radio Golf, No Child..., Fences, The 
Price, The Diary of Anne Frank and Ma Rainey’s Black Bot-
tom. He has 26 years experience in leading regional theatres 
throughout the country. Previously, he served for 11 years as 
associate artistic director of the famed Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival where he directed 12 productions, including works 
by Shakespeare, August Wilson, Suzan-Lori Parks, Edward 
Albee, Lorraine Hansberry, Lynn Nottage, Octavio Soliz 
and Pearl Cleage. Prior to that, Bond spent 13 years with 
the Seattle Group Theatre, serving as artistic director from 
1991 – 1996. While there he directed more than 20 plays 
including a number of world and West Coast premieres, and 

he oversaw the largest capital campaign 
in the company’s history, culminating in 
the completion of a new theatre com-
plex in the Seattle Center. Bond has also 
directed at such prestigious theatres as 
The Guthrie, Arena Stage, Seattle Rep-
ertory Theatre, Actors Theatre of Louis-
ville, Milwaukee Repertory Theatre, The 
Cleveland Play House, A Contemporary 
Theatre, Indiana Repertory Theatre and 

Geva Theatre. Bond received a Theatre Communications 
Group/National Endowment for the Arts Directing Fellow-
ship Award and has twice won Backstage West’s Garland 
Award for Outstanding Direction for Les Blancs (1998) and 
Blues for an Alabama Sky (1997). He served on the board of 
directors of the Theatre Communications Group from 1993 
to 1997. Bond holds a BFA from Howard University and an 
MFA in directing from the University of Washington.  z
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Scene and Heard - Reboot
A Recap of the August 22 Meeting of Syracuse Rotary

With a good crowd of about 33 in attendance, Prez Jim 
gonged us to order at the appropriate time, making way for 
the usual robust patriotic song led by Brad and a moving 
invocation by Vern. 
John Marsellus proudly introduced his grand daughter, 
Chloe, a budding Rotarian and frequent visitor to the Club-
-welcome Chloe! Also introduced was Tom Kazmierczak, 
Executive Director of the Landmark Theater and soon to be 
Syracuse Rotarian.
Frank Decker had no luck on the 50/50, leaving the big 
bucks to Mary Lou. In recognition, Prez Jim gave a happy 
dollar because Mary Lou finally won....
Over the summer we’ve been welcoming back representatives 
of the various SRF grant recipients to provide an update on 
how they’ve used the funds. Today we welcomed Mara Rob-
erts from the YMCA who in turn introduced Donna Stoner 
who in turn introduced Kevin Henry, a terrific young man 
who was one of the campers at Camp Iroquois who benefit-

ed from our $1500 grant. Significantly, Kevin (straight from 
a rainy night at camp) has just been named Camper of the 
Year. Congratulations, Kevin! Keep up the great work.
Prez Jim then introduced Marianne Ferris, Director of 
Leadership Development at United Way, who briefed us on 
the goings on at the United Way, including a major effort 
to attract younger leadership (like our own Mike Masci and 
Marylin Galimi). Founded in 1887 in Denver by a priest, a 
rabbi and a minister (not a joke...), the predecessor of the 
UW came to Syracuse in 1917 and then became the United 
Way in 1972. Marianne said its purposes are threefold: to 
determine the needs of the community, identify what local 
agencies are prominent in addressing the priority needs and 
then accepting and reviewing applications for UW program 
grants.
Join us next week when Tim Bond, Producing Artistic Di-
rector of Syracuse Stage and SU Drama, will join us to talk 
about the exciting future of Syracuse Stage.  z

A Reboot of Community Service Awards
For many years, The Rotary Club of Syra-
cuse has recognized outstanding volunteers 
who have dedicated themselves to service 
within our community with a Community 
Service Award. The board of trustees for the 
Syracuse Rotary Foundation has decided to 
restart the tradition of presenting awards to 
individuals who have gone above and be-
yond the call to volunteer. A committee has 
been formed, consisting Marilyn Galimi, 
Brad Strait and Charlie Manro, that will 
accept nominations indicating such service.
The nominations should indicate service in 
one or more the following three areas:

1. Individuals who have achieved 
outstanding, unpaid (not job relat-
ed), volunteer effort in service to the 
greater Syracuse area. 

2. Students who have achieved out-
standing effort beyond class require-
ments.

3. An individual who has achieved 
outstanding effort in International 
Service.

Nominations will be accepted by the com-
mittee until Friday, September. The award(s) 
will be presented at The Rotary Club of 
Syracuse meeting of October 24, 2014.

AUGUST 29
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Tim Bond, 

Syracuse Stage

Grant Update from Betty 
Carroll of the Center for 
Community Alternatives

SEPTEMBER 5
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Tom Xxxxxx, 

The Landmark Theater

SEPTEMBER 12
11:00 am 

RCS Board Meeting

12:00 pm 
RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Paul Driscoll, 

Commisioner of Syracuse 
Dept. of Neighborhood and 

Business Development

SEPTEMBER 19
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

NO FOUNDATION BOARD 
MEETING - SCHEDULED 

FOR 9/26

Program 
Catherine Underhill, 

Symphor!a
SEND YOUR PROGRAM IDEAS TO: 

ROTARYPRESS@TWCNY.RR.COM

“It has been the 
way of Rotary to 

focus thought 
upon matters in 
which members 

are in agreement, 
rather than 

upon matters in 
which they are in 
disagreement.”

Paul Harris


