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This Week’s Program: 
What is the United WAY?
from The Program Committee  

Marianne Ferris is the Director of Leadership 
Development at United Way of Central New 
York, where she is responsible for the oversight 
of Leadership Donations which currently total 
approximately $2.5M.  She is currently build-

ing a Young Lead-
ers United Program 
whose mission is to 
encourage the spir-
it of philanthropy 
and volunteerism 
among young pro-
fessionals in Cen-
tral New York.
Marianne was for-

merly with the Unit-
ed Way of Blount County in Tennessee, where 
she worked in Community Impact and was re-
sponsible for that United Way’s Fund Distri-
bution Process.  While in Blount County, she 
chaired that County’s Homeless Coalition and 
oversaw the Federally-mandated  homeless 
street count.
Marianne was for-
merly the Director 
of Community and 
Regional Affairs with 
Excellus BlueCross 
BlueShield where she 
was responsible for that organization’s Caring 
for Community Program.  She has been very 
involved in the Central New York commu-
nity and spent 10 years on the CNY Ronald 
McDonald House Board of Directors and 
also served on the Partners for Education and 
Business, Inc. Board in addition to several oth-
er community committees and initiatives. z see STORY: page 2

Marianne Ferris

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS 
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Foundation Seeks Applicants
from the Syracuse Rotary Foundation

The Syracuse Rotary Foundation, through the Club's P&C Committee, 
is seeking qualified applicants for its 2014-15 grants to be awarded early 
in 2015. The deadline for grant applications is September 30, 2014. For 
more detail on grant criteria and submission instructions please visit the 
Syracuse Rotary web site at www.syracuserotary.org and click on the 
P&C web page.  z

Young Writers Get Published 
With the Help of Rotary

by Arnold R. Grahl, Rotary News

In Jamaica, 11-year-old Jordan 
Allwood reads his classmates a 
story about a lonely puppy who 
finds a new family.
The puppy grows into a big dog, 
enjoys walks along the beach, and 
survives a frightening autumn day 
when he is caught in a trap before 
being rescued by his family. Jor-
dan’s story is one of hundreds that 
were written by children ages 7-11 
for a writing contest organized by 
the Rotary E-Club of the Carib-

bean 7020 and supported by clubs 
in 10 Caribbean nations.
In July, Rotary International and 
the International Reading Associ-
ation (IRA) selected the Butterfly 
StoryBook project and a summer 
mobile library project run by the 
Rotary Club of Ellensburg Morn-
ing, Washington, USA, to receive 
two $2,500 awards from the Pear-
son Foundation. The awards rec-
ognize projects in which Rotary 
clubs and local IRA-affiliated 
reading councils collaborate to 
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strengthen literacy in local and international communities. 
Rotary and the IRA have been project partners since 2002.
Diana White, a member of the Rotary E-Club of the Ca-
ribbean 7020, says she got the idea for the story contest after 
a visit to the headquarters of Rotary International in Britain 
and Ireland (RIBI), which holds a number of well-publi-
cized youth contests every year. White said a project that 
involved drafting rules and promoting a contest was perfect 
for the e-club. It turned to clubs throughout the district to 
solicit entries from local schools.
In 2013, the contest’s first year, 200 children contributed 
stories. This year, 300 young writers took part. Each club 
selects three local winners, who receive certificates. Then 
a panel of judges from the e-club chooses 10 stories from 
among all of those to include in “The Butterfly StoryBook.” 
Each of those young authors receives $50 in books.
This year, the e-club provided a free copy of the e-book to 
the Jamaica Reading Association, an IRA-affiliated coun-
cil, which used it in its annual Reading Week in April. The 
association signed an agreement with the club to further 
promote the contest throughout the Caribbean. Rotary 
clubs in the U.S. Virgin Islands purchased 500 copies for 
the Summer Reading Challenge held there. Clubs have also 
purchased copies to donate to schools in Canada, Ethiopia, 
Haiti, India, and the United Kingdom.
The contest rules required each story to have a Caribbean 
theme, because the e-club wanted to share the culture of the 
region while encouraging creative writing. University stu-
dents in Haiti translated the stories into French and Hai-
tian Creole free of charge. The books are also available in 
English and will soon be available in Spanish.
“I’m really excited how this has all turned out,” says White. 
“We still have a long way we can go with this project. There’s 
no limit how far these books can be promoted through the 
Internet.”
The Rotary Club of Ellensburg Morning and the IRA coun-
cil based at Central Washington University collaborated on 
the second project to receive a Pearson Foundation award. 
Mandi Laurent, a member of the council, got the idea for a 
bookmobile, or mobile library, after attending a conference 
on summer reading loss.
Volunteers from the Rotary club, the IRA council, the local 
Rotaract club, and the Ellensburg Education Foundation 
solicit books from a variety of sources, sort them by grade 
level, and accompany the bookmobile, a converted deliv-
ery truck, to its stops in low-income neighborhoods every 

Tuesday in July. This year, the education foundation raised 
$10,000 to purchase the truck it had been renting.
“We get a lot of smiles,” says Laurent, who became a mem-
ber of the Rotary club as a result of the project. “The children 
in these communities tend to be underserved, and many of 
them have very few books in their homes.”
Many of the volunteers are educators, and they teach as they 
read books to the children. Laurent says she’s also seen older 
children reading to their younger siblings.
“This past week, I went along with a third-grade teacher, 
and she said afterward how glad she was that she took part,” 
Laurent says. “It’s an eye-opening experience every time you 
go.  z
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Two winning story writers in St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands, proudly 
receive their autographed copies of “The Butterfly StoryBook 2014." 
Photo Credit: Diana White, Rotary E-Club of the Caribbean

This Week’s Birthdays
JAMES (JIM) T. 
GLADZISZEWSKI
Birthday: August 22 
Joined RCS:  1986 
Energy Automation/Design Build

ALEX N. CHARTERS
Birthday: August 22 
Joined RCS: 1952* 
Senior Active 
*Longest Serving Member of RCS

Story Contest Draws 300 Young Writers
from page 1
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