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2014 Perseid Meteor Shower
The Perseid meteor shower, one of the brighter meteor showers of the 
year, occur every August, peaking around August 9-13. Consisting of 
tiny space debris from the comet Swift-Tuttle, the Perseids are named 
after the constellation, Perseus. This is because their radiant, or the 
direction of which the shower seems to come from, lies in the same 
direction as Perseus. The constellation lies in the north-eastern part of 
the sky.
While the skies light up several time a year by other meteor show-
ers, the Perseids are widely sought after by astronomers and stargazers 
alike. This is because at its peak, one can view 60 to a 100 meteors in an 
hour from a dark place. You do not have to make any major astronom-
ical calculations to view the shower. Just lay a blanket on the ground, 
lie down and let your eyes wander around the sky - you will be bound 
to spot the shower sooner or later.  z

This Week’s Program: The National Federation of the Blind
from The Program Committee  

The National Federation of the Blind in Balti-
more, Maryland, started a unique literacy program 
for blind children in 2008 called BELL (Braille 
Enrichment for Literacy and Learning).  BELL 
is a two-week nonresidential program that offers 
Braille literacy instruction to children ages 4-12 
during the summer months. The program serves 
all blind children but especially benefits those who 
might not be receiving enough Braille instruction 
during the school year.
Brooke Jensen will discuss the BELL program 
that has expanded to 19 additional states since 
its inception in 2008. Most recently, in 2014, a 
military spouse and parent of a blind child had 
a dream of bringing the BELL program to New 
York for the first time. Thanks to the blessing of 
NFB of NY President, Carl Jacobsen, Baldwins-
ville CSD leaders, volunteer staff, and a dedicated 
team of teachers of the blind, that dream is a real-
ity. The Syracuse region is hosting the 2014 NYS 

NFB BELL program August 11-22 at Reynolds 
Elementary School. Ten children are enrolled 
with the regions of Syracuse, Oneida, Palmyra, 
Oswego, Watertown, and Lisbon represented. 
The program promises to be a great success. Chil-
dren will engage in fun, hands-on Braille literacy 
activities, reinforce cane travel skills, play team 
sports for the blind, and meet blind adult role 
models through the “Lunch with a Blind Leader” 
component of the program. 
Overall, the children exit the program having 
developed stronger Braille reading and writ-
ing skills, a positive attitude about blindness, an 
outlook on future possibilities, an understanding 
of skills that increase independence, and new 
friendships.
In addition to expanding to more cities within 
New York State, the NFB of NY wants the NFB 
BELL program to become an annual summer ex-
perience for blind children in the Syracuse area 
by holding the program here next summer.  z

Foundation Seeks Applicants
from the Syracuse Rotary Foundation

The Syracuse Rotary Foundation, through the 
Club's P&C Committee, is seeking qualified 
applicants for its 2014-15 grants to be awarded 
early in 2015. The deadline for grant applications 
is September 30, 2014. For more detail on grant 
criteria and submission instructions please visit 
the Syracuse Rotary web site at www.syracusero-
tary.org and click on the P&C web page.  z

FOUNDATION BOARD MEETING
11:00 AM • SEPTEMBER 19

NO AUGUST MEETING
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Virginia Cluse, Wife of Club Past President, Dies at 98
Virginia T. Cluse, 98, passed away on Sun-
day, August 3, 2014 at the Nottingham in 
Jamesville, NY. Virginia was born in Jordan, 
NY to Grover and Celia Townsend on Oc-
tober 12, 1915. She graduated with honors in 
1934 from Katharine Gibbs School in New 
York City. Virginia worked at Smith Corona 

in Syracuse where she met her husband William H. Cluse. 
They were married November 21, 1940. 
They moved to Binghamton, NY where she worked in the 
family business until 1955 when Ginny, Bill and their two 
sons, Bill and Bob, moved to DeWitt, New York. Her life 
revolved around her family, gardening, bridge and golf. She 
enjoyed her memberships at Onondaga Golf and Country 
Club and The Century Club. One of Virginia’s greatest joys 
was being with her family especially her grandchildren and 

great grandchildren at the annual reunions at North Myrtle 
Beach and Holden Beach, NC
She was predeceased by her husband of 53 years, William 
H. Cluse; her brother, Francis P. “Pete” Townsend; and her 
sister, Elizabeth “Lib” T. Connors. 
Surviving are Bill and Donna Cluse of Southport, NC, Bob 
and Barbara Cluse of Cazenovia, NY, and her four grand-
children and six great grandchildren. 
A service will take place at the Burns and Garfield Funeral 
Home, 3175 E. Genesee St, Syracuse, NY on Saturday, Au-
gust 23 at 12:15 p.m. There will be a reception following the 
service at the Onondaga Golf and Country Club.  Contribu-
tions may be made a charity of the donor’s choice.
William Cluse was President of Syracuse Rotary for the 
1976-77 Rotary year. Their son, Robert is also a Rotarian.  z
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AUGUST 15
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program 
Brooke Jensen of The National 

Federation of the Blind

AUGUST 22
12::00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Marianne Ferris, 
The United Way

AUGUST 29
12::00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
TBA

SEPTEMBER 5
12:00 pm 

RCS Club Meeting

Program: 
Tentative Club Assembly

Syracuse Rotary Scene & Herd ~ Reboot
A Recap of the Friday, August 8 Rotary Club of Syracuse Meeting

With Prez Jim firmly at the helm, our Rotary ship sailed 
promptly at 12:30, with Vern Lee (back in good health) ren-
dering a truly poetic invocation, followed by a rousing pa-
triotic song led by the inimitable Brad Strait. Brad was less 
successful with the 50/50, missing the Red Queen by a mile 
(to use a baseball image), but leaving Ray Leach with the 
opportunity to pick up some dough.
Jim Nash introduced his beautiful young granddaughter (and 
Rotarian to be at some point, says he), Maria, who is paying 
a summer visit to Bonnie and Jim. Prez Jim then introduced 
Joan Royle from United Way’s Success by Six program who 
gave us a nice update on how they’ve utilized Syracuse Ro-
tary’s $1500 grant by purchasing and distributing over 350 
“board books” (books with cardboard pages) to hundreds of 
young kids in the Syracuse area--a very worthy effort.
Our speaker today was Paul Kocak, a local author/poet/word-
smith/blogger, who entertained us with poetry excerpts from 
his latest book entitled Tipp Hill Litanies, a tribute honoring 

Tipperary Hill right here in Syracuse. Place is important to 
Paul, and Tipp Hill Litanies is his personal meditation on 
memory, identity, character and place of this special com-
munity. His poems included Ode to Onion Domes (think 
the very beautiful St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
Church on Tompkins St.), Canticle of the Stone Throw-
ers (think the internationally famous upside down green 
over red signal light on Milton Avenue at the crossroads of 
Tompkins and Burnet Park Drive) and It was in the Mills 
It Was (a sober reflection on the long gone industrial mill 
workers who once populated the area). Although it was not 
the subject of his talk today, you might be interested in also 
reading his acclaimed baseball book called Baseball’s Starry 
Night: Reliving Major League Baseball’s 2011 Wild Card 
Night of Shock and Awe, the story of the turbulent events 
of September 28, 2011 when fans nationwide watched the 
pennant race explode across three topsy-turvy games, which 
played out simultaneously.  z


